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THE REGIM EN TAL CHAPEL, WARLEY BARRACKS, BRENTWOOD

The Wasp
EDITORIAL
In the review of the October Number of
The Wasp and The Eagle which The Bedford
shire Times kindly published in their issue of
November 14, The Journal is described as a
blending of the old Bedfordshire and Hertford
shire Regimental Magazine The Wasp and the
old journal of The Essex Regiment The Eagle.
They further state that the old flavour of
The Wasp is still to be sensed in the new
journal.
Judging by the many kind remarks received
by the Editorial staff on the publication of
The Wasp and The Eagle, the first number of
the joint journal was successful and well
received.
When the preliminary preparations for this
number of The Wasp were made, there was an
air of melancholy in the Editorial office a n d a
tendency to mourn the passing of a journal
which had served The Bedfordshire and Hert
fordshire loyally during the past some thirtyyears. But having read the review of The Bed
fordshire Times and the kind letters written by
many members, it was realised that here was
no occasion to mourn, as neither The Eagle nor
The Wasp were to die but were destined to go
on together, to record the history of the 3rd
East Anglian Regiment (16th/44th Foot) as
they had done for their old Regiments in the
past.
The new journal faces many responsibilities in
that it must record faithfully the life of the
amalgamated regiment and the present, without
losing sight of the past and of the two famous
regiments from which the new regiment has
sprung. But we feel the blending of the two
old journals and the presentation of the best of
their “ flavours ” will ensure that these respon
sibilities are met in full and the joint journal will
be in every way a worthy successor to its
forbears.
The joint journal will be published in May
and it is requested that all photographs and
script for it arc forwarded to The Editor, c/o
Regimental Headquarters, by not later than
April 1, 1959.

THE REGIMENTAL CHAPEL,
WARLEY
There is an old story that when the Roman
Legions were stationed in Britain, the men of
the Legions were gathered together from time to
time for their religious services in tents of goat
skins—“ Caprarium Pellibus ” —or more shortly
“ Capella,” in which some think the word
“ Chapel ” has its origin. Ever since those days
effort has been made to ensure the fighting men
of our land have the appropriate opportunity

155

and place for corporate worship. In Essex such
endeavour has found pleasing and fitting shape
in the Chapel of the Essex Regiment, the subject
of our Frontispiece for this issue.
In 1842 War Icy Barracks became the Depot
of the Honourable East India Company. At first
the r iding school was used for Church Services,
as is shown by a recommendation of the Com
mandant, dated March 13, 1843. “ That the
riding house should be allowed to stand as it
would prove very useful as a place of worship.”
In 1355 the Barracks were extended and the
plans for this included the erection of the pre
sent Chapel, which was built in 1857 to the
design of Sir Matthew Digby Wyatt. The cost
was £2,147, which was the largest sum that the
Commissioner for Affairs of India was prepared
to sanction.
After the Indian Mutiny of 1857 the entire
ad ministration of India passed into the hands of
the Crown, and in 1861, the control of Warley
Barracks passed to the War Office.
In 1873 the Depot Companies of the 44th
(East Essex) Regiment and the 56th (West
Essex) Regiment, “ The Pompadours ” were
brought together at Warley and they were
accompanied by the Depot Companies of the
East Essex and West Essex Militia. Thus there
was established at Warley a Regimental centre
for the Regular and Militia Regiments of the
County of Essex. This was followed by the
major reorganisation of 1881, when the system
of county regiments was inaugurated and the
44th and 56th Regiments became the 1st and
2nd Battalions The Essex Regiment and The
Essex Rifles and West Essex Militia became the
3rd and 4th Battalions of the Regiment.
The Chapel therefore has regimental connec
tions with the Essex Regiment as far back as
1873, but the earliest memorial to the Regiment
is a brass plate on the north wall, giving the
names of those of the 56th Foot, the “ Pom
padours,” who fell in the Nile Campaign of
1884/85.
Up to 1925 the Chapel was generally known
as the Warley Garrison Chapel, but on February
25 of that year official sanction was given to the
proposal that the Chapel should be recognised
as the Essex Regimental Chapel. This proposal
had been put (forward by Major-General F.
Ventris, c .b ., Colonel of the Essex Regiment, in
response to a strong feeling that the dedication
of the Warley Garrison Chapel to the Regi
ment would have the desirable effect of form
ing a closer link between all Units of the Regi
ment and also would strengthen the connection
between the Regiment and the County. The
Essex Regiment thus achieved the distinction of
being the only line regiment with a Chapel of
its own. It owes much to Sir Bertram Cubitt,
K.C.B., D.L... for his help at the War Office in
obtaining sanction and a memorial to him was
placed in the Chapel in 1948.
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T h e ceremony of dedicating the Chapel took
place on March 1 , 1925, and was performed by
the Chaplain-General, Bishop Taylor Smith.
The ceremony was made all the more impressive
by the laying up of the King’s Colours of the
10th and 1 1 th Service Battalions and the 1st and
2nd Garrison Battalions of the Regiment.
It is not possible here to describe in detail
how through the years the original purposes of
the dedication have been fulfilled or to describe
in detail the many Colours and memorials in the
Chapel. They include:
Twenty-three Regimental Colours.
Nine Unit Memorial Windows.
Eleven Rolls of Honour.
Thirty Memorial Pews.
Forty-five Memorial Panels.
Eight County and Borough Memorials—
such as the pulpit and ohoir stalls.
Ten Memorial Tablets.
Nine Private Memorials, together with pre
sentations such as Communion Plate,
Altar Frontals, the oak panelling in the
Chancel and the South Door.
The Memorial for the 1939-1945 War takes
the form of a tower with a carillon of bells. It
was completed this year by the dedication of a
stained glass window in the base of the tower.
All these suffice to show how those aims of
forging a closer link between the Regiment and
the County and the Regiment and its Units
have been fully realised.
Since 1946 a Civic Sunday Service has been
instituted and is held annually. This is
attended by the Lord Lieutenant of Essex,
together with the High Sheriff, the Mayors of
the Boroughs, the Chairman and members of
the Essex County Council, and the Chairman
of all the Urban District and Rural District
Councils of the County.
Upon amalgamation the Essex Regiment
most generously offered the use of the Chapel
to the new Regiment and in future it is to be
known as the Chapel of the Essex Regiment
and the 3rd East Anglian Regiment (16th/44th
Foot) and this has been agreed to by the War
Office.
Those of us who have had the opportunity
of visiting the Chapel have been very impressed
with its beauty and dignity. Present and Past
members of the Regiments who happen to be in
the area at any time are cordially invited to
visit the Chapel, the key of which can be
obtained from the Depot Guardroom. A
morning service is held in the Chapel on Sunday
mornings at 10.30.
HAVE YO U O RD ERED YO U R
COPY OF T H E JO U R N A L ?

REGIMENTAL NOTES

1 st BATTALION
'The Battalion are now due to complete their
tour in B.A.O.R. in the latter half of March,
1959, when they will return to the United K in g
dom for a few months before their departure for
their next station which is to be Cyprus.
It is hoped, subject to the exigencies of the
service, chat during their stay at home they will
be quartered in Warley Barracks, Brentwood,
alongside the Regimental Depot.

5th BATTALION
An Army Order has been published signifying
Her Majesty The Queen’s approval to the
change of title of the 5th Bn. T h e Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire Regiment (T.A.) to the 5th
Bn. T he Bedfordshire Regiment (T.A.).

THE REGIMENTAL NICKNAME
A Regiment requires a short name for use as
a war cry and in conversation. There is no
diminutive of the Third East Anglian Regiment
(1 6th/44th Foot) which is suitable and definite.
It has been thought that such a nickname would
appear of its own accord on the “ Touch Line ”
or elsewhere. This has not happened either in
the Battalion or the Depot.
The Colonel of the Regiment therefore sought
the views of the Associate Colonel, the C.O.s of
the Regular, T.A . Battalions and the Depot and
has now approved the nickname “ Pompadours.”
The name “ Pompadours ” was the nickname
of the 2nd Bn. The Essex Regiment (56th
Foot) for nearly 200 years and refers to the
Regimental facing colour of Pompadour Purple.
This colour is now worn by sports teams of the
new Regiment and is the background colour of
the Regimental flag. It is for this reason an
appropriate nickname and well-known through
out Che Service.

THE BEDFORDSHIRE AND
HERTFORDSHIRE REGIMENTAL
PICTURE
Copies of The Regimental Picture, which
depicts The Raising of The Regiment at
Reading in 1 688, and was painted by M r. C. C .
P. Lawson for the two hundred and fiftieth
Anniversary in 1938, are available for sale.
Prices have been reduced and are now :
(a) With Cartouche
...
... 10s. 6d.
(b) Without Cartouche .............
3s. 6d.
Please apply to The Secretary, The Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association,
Kempston Baracks, (Bedford.
Kindly include your remittance with your
order.
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3rd EAST ANGLIAN REGIMENT
(16th/44th FOOT)
DINNER CLUB
Although the response to the preliminary
letter regarding the new Dinner Club was
excellent and a large majority of Officers stated
they would join it, the actual return of Banker’s
Order Forms for the new Club has been some
what disappointing. It is hoped that those
Officers who have not completed their Banker’s
Order Forms will do so as soon as possible and
return them to:
Col. R. W. Litdehales, o . b . e .,
Hon. Secretary,
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot) Dinner Club,
“ Springfield Tyrells,”
250, Springfield Road,
Chelmsford, Essex,
from whom further information may be obtained
or to:
Lt.-Col. A. C. Young,
Assistant Hon. Secretary,
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(1 6th/44th Foot) Dinner Club,
Regimental Headquarters,
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot),
Warley Barracks,
Brentwood, Essex.

PERSONALIA
Lt.-Col. P. Y O U N G has been appointed to
the Regular Commissions Board, and has taken
up his new duties.
★
*
*
Col. J. L E A D E R writes to tell us that his
father, Col. JO HN L E A D E R , is very well. He
is still living in Canada at 3738, Pine Crescent,
Vancouver, B.C., and is still playing a very
good game of tennis, which is no mean feat
when one is well over 80 years of age. Col.
and Mrs. Leader celebrate their Golden Wed
ding anniversary next March.
They were
married in March, 1909.
*

*

*

“ The Bedfordshire Tim es ” have for some
time now included in their weekly issue on
Fridays, a feature entitled “ A Bedfordshire
Portrait Gallery ” in which are featured wellknown personalities in the County. Among
those who have appeared in this feature are
Lt.-Col. E. G . F A N N IN G , Col. G . A.
A N S T E E and Lt.-Col. W. S. C H IR N SID E .
*

*

*

Lt.-Col. Alan C L A R K E has been successful
in obtaining an appointment with a leading
dairy firm in London. He is taking up his new
duties forthwith and from what he tells us it
should be very interesting work.
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Mr. J. P. M O R FEY , who held a National
Service Commission in The Regiment, is now
on the staff of The King’s School at Ely, where
he runs the School C.C.F. He tells us he was
married in August and his address is: 3, The
Gallery, Ely, Cambs. He is a keen reader of
“ The Wasp.”
*

*

*

We were very glad to hear from Capt. W.
W H IT E , who wrote to tell us that Mrs. White
and he celebrate their Ruby Wedding anniver
sary on December 23. T o the many congratula
tions and good wishes they are sure to receive
w : should like to add ours.
T o mark this occasion we publish two
photographs of Capt. White, one taken in Italy
in 1918 and one in Newcastle in 1956, and also
the following brief description of his service
with The Regiment.
Capt. White, who may be better remem
bered by his contemporaries as Sergeant, later
C .S.M . White, Regimental Number 9124, en
listed in the early part of 1907 and joined the
2nd Battalion as they were moving from Assaye
to Goojerat Barracks, later, when the 2nd
Battalion left Tidworth for Gibraltar he, with
others, was posted to the Provisional Battalion
and remained with them until the 1st Battalion
arrived at Colchester in 1908.
Capt. White went with the 1st Battalion from
Mullingar to France in 1914, his platoon com
mander at the time being Lt., now Major,
W. W. Wagstaff. He took part in the action
on Sunday, August 21, 1914, and was very for
tunate in not being made a prisoner with Lt.
Wrgstaff and others, who became cut off.
Later, near a town named Missy, very well
known to some people as it was in that town
the Battalion received their first pay since
leaving “ The Old Country,” Capt. White was
wounded and spent some weeks in Netley
Hospital and at Felixstowe, before rejoining
the Battalion. He was wounded again on the
Somme near High Wood on July 27, 1916. On
this occasion he was in hospital at Bristol, but
later rejoined the Battalion in France.
In April, 1918, at Le Sart, a small village just
outside Nieppe Forest, Capt. White was
wounded for the third time and on this occa
sion more seriously. After many operations he
was placed on the retired list in 1923 as
“ Medically unfit for further service.”
In Italy and subsequently in France, Capt.
White commanded “ A ” and “ B ” Companies
of the Battalion, alternating with Capt., now
Brigadier, J. C. A. Birch. Later, just before he
was wounded, he again took command of the
two companies on the occasion when Capt. F.
Hague was wounded.
Capt. White concludes by sending his kind
regards and best wishes to all who remember
him. He will be very glad to hear from them
and will certainly answer any letters received.
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CAPTAIN W. WHITE

NEW CASTLE,
1956.

BOLOGNA — IT A LY,
1918
He states he is still “ fighting fit ” but this time
it is against the formidable enemy “ Father
Time.” He will be very glad to hear from his
old batman, Fred Lane, who was near him and
attended to him when he was wounded in 1918.
Capt. and Mrs. White are now living at: 19,
Croydon Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 4.
*

*

*

Mr. H. JA C K SO N , of No. 9, Roman Road,
Luton, Beds., when sending his subscription,
enclosed a metal match case which is inscribed:
“ The Governor’s Cup Team Competition,
1910—Bermuda Rifle Meeting—Pte. A. Brad
shaw, “ E ” Company, 2nd Bn. The Bedford
shire Regiment.”
Mr. Jackson was handed this case in 1932
and asked if he could trace the owner. Although
he has made many attempts to do so, so far he
has been unable to do so.
If any of our readers know the whereabouts
of Ex-Pte. A. Bradshaw, the Editor will be very
glad to hear from them.

★

★

it

Chief Superintendent F. W. K IT C H E N E R ,
of The Bedfordshire Constabulary, is to retire
on February 1, 1959, after 40 years’ service in
the Police. Superintendent Kitchener will be
remembered by many who served at The

Depot. He has always taken a keen interest in
The Regiment and was most helpful on regi
mental occasions, especially Regimental R e
membrance Sundays. We send our good wishes
for happiness and good luck in his retirement.

★

it

it

T he Finance Committee have authorised a
donation, which has been sent, of two guineas,
to T H E FA R M IN G H A M H O U SE FO R
BO YS, at South Darenth, Dartford, Kent. At
present they have in their care Nicholas
PR IG M O R E, whose father, Henry Prigmore,
served in T he Regiment from 1939-1945.
*

*

*

Lt. A. F. RO G ERS writes from Malaya,
where he is serving with the 1st Bn. The
Federation Regiment. He has been busy trying
to learn Malay and expects to leave for the
jungle, with his regiment, on December 23.
This means he will probably sit down to a
Christmas dinner of bully beef and biscuits, a
prospect which does not exactly fill him with
joy.
*

*

*

Col. H. C. R. HO SE writes from Hove. He
has resigned from his job with the petroleum
firm and is now seeking another post. He was
very sorry to hear of the closing of T he Depot,
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of which J\e has many happy memories of his
service there as a subaltern. He and Mrs.
HOSE and their two daughters are very well.
Their address is: 36, Tongdean Road, Hove, 4,
Sussex.
*
■*
*
We hear from Major Stanley C H A N D L E R
that at the end of their tour at the M .C .T.C .,
Colchester, in the early part of next year, they
expect to go back to Malta. They are very
pleased at the prospect as they enjoyed their
previous tour there very much.
*
*
*
Sgt. N. CO X, who was formerly on the Regi
mental Depot Staff at Kempston Barracks, has
been appointed Special Army Recruiter for the
3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot).
He is now a member of the Staff of the Army
Information Office at St. Albans, which is in
the charge of M ajor A. E. FR E N C H , and his
recruiting area covers the counties of Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire.
★
*
*
Lt.-Col. E. W. B R IG H T E N wrote a little
while ago to tell us he was back at Rusape after
a six weeks’ tour in the wilds of Kenya.
He was looking forward to a visit from M ajor
and Mrs. Jack R IC H A R D SO N , who are to stay
with him before Major Richardson takes up his
new job. Col. Brighten will be 80 soon, but
appears to be very active still.
*

*

*

Major R. H. M E D L E Y is now holding a
Staff appointment at the War Office.
He finds his job most interesting as he deals
with the Junior Leader Units, the Army
Apprentices Schools and the Army Outward
Bound School.
He has met quite a number of the Regi
ment during his travels, including Brigadier
P E T E R S , Lt.-Cols. P R E S T O N , M IL E H A M
and S T E V E N SO N , Majors M I L M A N ,
D U TH O IT , K IT T O and Capt. W ARDBOOTH, C.S.M . H E R R IN G and Colour Ser
geant B A L K H A M , also Staff Sergeant K IN G
at Chepstow.
*

*

*

We are sorry to hear from M r. ” Jo h n n y”
D AY, of the 6th Battalion (19 14 /19 18 ) O.C.A.,
that Mr. Cyril B L IS S is still very ill in Harefield Hospital.
*
*
*
“ The Bedfordshire T im e s” in their issue of
November 14, very kindly reviewed the number
of The Wasp and The Eagle published at the
beginning of that month.
*
*
*
Col. The Right Hon. Th e Lord L U K E was
among those who attended a dinner at the
Mansion House, London, in October, in con
nection with the Young Men’s Christian Asso
ciation Scheme to build a ring of new hostels
in London.

159

U Ja tp

Col. and M rs. Ralph H A R P E R hope to
spend some time in England next summer and
expect to arrive in London on M ay 19. They
are looking forward very much to seeing their
many friends here again.
*
*
*
M ajor G uy H A T C H , son of Lt.-Col. and
M rs. Roger Hatch, has been Mentioned in D es
patches for his services in M alaya. His parents
are delighted and proud of his prowess, and
Col. Hatch tells us that his son is now a Major
and p.s.c. and has an appointment on the H.Q.
Staff of the 17th Gurkha Division.

★

*

if

We were glad to hear from Mrs. B U R N E L L ,
of 175, Firs Lan e, Winchmore Hill, London,
N .2 1, the other day that M r. Burnell is much
better in some ways and is now able to do a
little reading and talking. His memory is also
much better and he still takes a keen interest
in Regimental affairs.
if

if

if

M ajor D. D U T H O IT has recendy spent
three weeks in London. H e was very pleased
to meet M ajor Robin M E D L E Y almost daily,
and M ajor George C O W L E Y on two occasions.
He also met Lt.-Col. R . A . W. S T E V E N SO N ,
the first time for sixteen years. He was glad
to see him again as he was his first Company
Commander when he joined the 1st Battalion
in Jerusalem.
M ajor Duthoit is now living at 2, M arl
borough Close, Horton Road, Devizes, Wilts.
M r. J. E . K N I G H T (Chota) when sending
his subscription for the year wrote at some
length about his days in the Anti-Tank Platoon
of the 2nd Battalion. He particularly remem
bers L t., now M ajor, T . B. D. M c M IL L E N ,
M r. “ G in g er” D U C K E T T , Mr. “ K a t e ”
C O L M A N , Sgt. D A Y and Mr. “ T ic k ”
L A W SO N .
He also recalls the early days of 1940 in B el
gium and France.
★
★
*
M r. Knight served in the Regiment 19301936 and came back as a Reservist in 1939. His
address is : 126, Seaford Road, Tottenham,
London, N .15 .
*

*

*

Capt. R. J. G R E S T Y writes from Singapore,
where he is serving on the “ G ” Staff of
G .H .Q ., F A R E L F . M rs. Gresty and he are
enjoying life out there and are expecting to
move into a very nice modern bungalow in a
good area of the city. T h ey have been living in
a guest house. Capt. Gresty enjoys his work
which is very interesting. He sees Majors Ian
R O S S and Paul D A V IS quite frequently. He
hopes that anyone of the Regiment who goes
that way will get in touch with him and he will
be delighted to see them.
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3)n £>ome Remembrance
w i ll y o u s e n d a d o n atio n to

{E(je ileague of
! Remembrance 19144945
Patron-in-Chief:
H.M. Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother.

Founded in 19 14 to assist the widows
and dependants of officers of the three
Services, and the Nursing Services, who
work happily making Hospital Dress
ings. They receive a grant-in-aid for
their services.
32 , GREAT • ORMOND
STREET,
LONDON, W.C.I.
(Registered under the War Charities Act)
Full particulars on application to
the Secretary at the above address.

T he Cottage Homes and Memorial Committee
are most grateful to Messrs. L. B U T L E R and
E. J. C A N N O N , who have, very gallantly,
offered to keep the Garden of Remembrance
tidy and in order. Since the closing of the
Depot this has presented a very difficult
problem.
★
★
★
We are glad to hear Capt. David PA G E is
making good progress.

H A V E YO U O RD ERED
Y O U R C O PY OF T H E
R E G IM E N T A L JO U R N A L ?
W H Y N O T P L A C E AN O RD ER
F O R A C O P Y NOW.

☆
W E A S K R E A D E R S TO SU PPO RT
T H E A D V E R T IS E R S WHOSE
A D V E R T IS E M E N T S A PPE A R IN
T H ESE PAG ES

W ay

REGIMENTAL
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 1958
Kempston Barracks, Bedford, which had
laid forlorn and rather desolate since the Regi
mental Depot closed down in September, came
to life again on Sunday, November 16, when
The Regiment gathered to observe Regimental
Remembrance Day.
With no Regimental Depot, the burden of
the preparations fell upon the Secretary
of The Regimental Association, Major D. T .
Tewkesbury, M.B.E., and the Commanding
Officer of the 5th Battalion, Lt.-Col. S. W. B.
Phipps. Much careful thought and planning
was required, but with the loyal and enthusiastic
support of all ranks of the 5th Battalion, the
many difficult problems which arose were over
come, and on Sunday morning all was ready
to receive the Regiment on this the day of its
Annual Remembrance.
In spite of the fog and rather cold weather,
members of The Regiment gathered together
in the lines of the 5th Battalion, light refresh
ments were available and friends and comrades
greeted each other.
By 11.45 a.m., the Gymnasium was full and
a large congregation stood to greet the Colonel
of The Regiment, General Sir Richard Denning,
as he took his place. He was followed by the
Rev. H. John, m .b . e ., Vicar o f Kempston and
Chaplain to the late Regimental Depot. Then
to the music of the Voluntary, “ Valse Destiny,”
played by the Band of the 5th Battalion, the
Regimental Colours of the 1st Battalion The
Hertfordshire Regiment and the 5th Battalion
entered and were received by the Chaplain and
placed upon the piled drums. T h ey were fol
lowed by the Standards of the Branches of the
Regimental Association in London, Hertford,
Watford, St. Albans, Bedford, Hitchen, Luton,
and Watford, Ware and Cheshunt Branches of
The Hertfordshire Regiment O.C.A.
The service then began, following its tradi
tional pattern, and beginning with The Regi
mental Prayer. The Lesson was read by Lieut.General Sir Reginald Denning. After reading
the Lesson, the General reminded the congrega
tion that we were gathered today before God
to honour and remember all our Comrades who
had passed on to higher service, and in par
ticular, those who had passed on during the
past year.
The General then read out the names of the
following roll:
Roll of members of the Regiment who had
passed on since Regimental Remembrance
Sunday, 1957.
Brigadier-General Viscount Hampden.
Brigadier John Macready.
Colonel H. S. Windham.
Major A. Sale.

a ip
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fphotograph : M r. C. K elly (London Branch )
The Regimental Memorial, Regimental Remembrance Sunday, 1958. The Colonel of the Regiment —
General Sir Reginald Denning, salutes after laying the Regimental wreath.
Mr. F. Baker
Mr. W. Hart
Mr. W. Barker
Mr. T . H. Hayes
Mr. F. Bennett
Mr. S. P. Ives
Mr. S. W. Clifton
Mr. F. Jolly
Mr. A. V. M. Cooper
Mr. H. H. Kay
Mr. A. Crowsley
Mr. G. R. Maxey
Mr. C. E. Dagley
Mr. A. Norris
Mr. R. G. Day
Mr. A. E. Parker
Mr. W. Dennis
Mr. F. J. Robinson
Mr. F. Edwards
Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. W. J. Emerton
Mr. W. Stone
Mr. W. G. Evans
Mr. F. Tottenham
Mr. C. Farrell
Mr. S. R. Unthank
Mr. E. J. Fynn
Mr. G. Webb
Mr. R. G. Game
Mr. F. Weightman
Mr. W. GiU
Mr. A. J. Westwood
Mr. A. J. Green
Mr. W. Wilson
Mr. C. H. W. Groves
On concluding the reading of the Roll, the
Colonel of the Regiment gave the exhortation,
“ They shall not grow old.”
The address was given by the Rev. H. John
and the service ended with the singing of the
National Anthem and the Blessing.
The Colours were then returned to the Colour
Officers by the Chaplain and the Standards to
their bearers. The congregation then dispersed
to get ready for the March Past.

Th e Parade formed up in the following
order
Th e Band of the 5th Bn. T h e Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire Regiment.
T he Regimental Colour and G uard, 1st Bn.
The Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Regimental Colour and G uard, 5th Bn.
The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment.
Old Comrades Branches with their Standards,
in the following order:
8th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment (19 14 /
1918) O.C.A.
1 / 5th Bedfordshire Regiment (19 14 /19 18 )
(The Yellow Devils).
London Branch.
Hertford.
Watford.
St. Albans.
Bedford.
Hitchin.
Luton.
Ware and Cheshunt Branches of T h e Hert
fordshire Regiment O .C.A.
The salute was taken by T h e Colonel o f T he
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Regiment, who was accompanied on the dais by
Colonel The Right Hon. Lord Luke, T.D., D.L.
(Hon. Colonel of the 5th Battalion), and
Brigadier J. A. Longmore, c .b ., c .b .e ., t .d ., d .l .
(Hon. Colonel of The Hertfordshire Regiment),
and Major A. B. Lemon, who was invited by
the General to accompany him on the dais.
After the march past, the parade formed up
in the road outside the gates of Che barracks,
on either side of The Regimental Memorial.
The Colours taking post outside The Shrine and
the Standards on the pathway on either side of
the Memorial.
On the arrival of The Colonel of The Regi
ment, the “ Last Post ” followed by “ Reveille ”
was sounded from the Tower of The Keep by
a bugler of the 5th Battalion.
Then followed the wreath laying ceremony.
Wreaths were laid by:
The Regimental Wreath—The Colonel of
The Regiment.
The 1st Battalion Wreath—Lt.-Col. S. W. B.
Phipps.
The 2nd Battalion and Regimental Depot
Wreath—Major H. T . Beasley, m .b .e .
The Hertfordshire Regiment Wreath —
Brigadier J. A. Longmore, c.B ., C.B.E.,
T.D., d.l., Hon. Colonel.
The 5th Battalion Wreath— Colonel The
Right Hon. Lord Luke, t .d ., d .l ., Hon.
Colonel.
Bedfordshire Army Cadet Force—A Cadet
from the Luton Company of The Bed
fordshire Army Cadet Force.
8th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment (19 14 /
1918) O.C.A.—Mr. Packer.
1 /5 Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment (1914 /
1918) (Yellow Devils) O.C.A. — Mr.
Plummer.
London Branch—Mr. Aldridge.
Hertford Branch—Major Townsend.
Watford Branch—Mr. Timms.
St. Albans Branch—Mr. Windmill.
Bedford Branch—Mr. Maidment.
Hitchin Branch—Mr. Childs.
Luton Branch—Mr. Everitt.
6th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment (19 14 /
1918) O.C.A.—Mr. Timms.
Gravesend Branch—Mr. Theobald.
Ware (Hertfordshire Regiment) O.C.A.
Branch—Mr. Powell.
Dunstable Home Guard (1944) Association—
A Member..
Wreath in Memory of the late Brigadier J.
Macready, D.S.O., O.B.E.—Lt.-Col. A.
C. Young.
Wreath in Memory of the late Brigadier J.
Macready, D.S.O., O.B.E. (from his
family)—Mr. A. Macready.
Wreath in Memory of the late Brigadier C. C.
Foss, V.C., C.B., D.S.O., D .L., J.P. (from
his widow)— Major H. T . Beasley, M.B.E.

'ik Ja ip
Wreath in Memory of the late Lt.-Col. J. C.
Monteith, M .C. (from his family)—Lt.
Sambrook.
Wreath in Memory of the late Major Arthur
Sale (from his widow)—M ajor Comer.
Wreath in Memory of the late Pte. S.
Needham, V.C. (from his Sister)—M r.
Ward.
The Colours and Guards then marched off
and the company dispersed. Refreshments
were served in the Officers’ Mess of the 5th
Battalion and in the Gymnasium, where many
old acquaintances were renewed and old battles
and times re-fought. The threat of further fog
caused many people to leave early, but those
who stayed until dusk had fallen were again able
to see The Regimentl Memorial with its beauty
and dignity enhanced in the flood lighting.
We were very glad to have with us on this
day Mrs. Macready and Mr. Anthony
Macready.
Thus ended Regimental Remembrance Day,
1958, the first to be observed since the amal
gamation of The Regiment and the closure of
The Regimental Depot. All the difficulties,
which at times apeared insuperable, were over
come and the day went, as Regimental occa
sions tend to do, smoothly to its end.
Thanks of all who attended go to the C.O.
and all ranks of the 5th Battalion and the
Secretary of The Regimental Association, to
whose hard work and enthusiasm the success
of all the arrangements was due.

= BOOKS =
T H E 5th B R IT IS H IN F A N T R Y D IV IS IO N
v
(1939 - 1945)
A three-hundred page 'history, with over 70
photographs, recounting the story of the famous
“ Y ” Division will be published in March,
1959The number of copies will be limited, and all
those interested in reserving a copy should write
to: Lt.-Col. Bill Van Namen, Huntley and
Palmers Ltd., Reading, Berks.

H IS T O R Y O F T H E SEC O N D W O RLD
WAR U N IT E D K IN G D O M M IL IT A R Y
H IST O R IE S
The second of the five volume official InterService History of the War Against Japan has
now been published. This volume, which is
entided “ India’s Most Dangerous Hour,” covers
all the events which took place from the plan
ning for the Defence of Burma 1937-41 to the
Allied and Japanese Plans for the Dry Weather
1943-1944.
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T A R IIIJ X A , 1 9 4 8

Reading of the ist Battalion’s recent activities
in Germany, and Che route marches accom
plished by the rifle companies, recalled to mind
a march which the Intelligence Section under
took while stationed at Azzizia Barracks in
Tripoli. Caipt. Ward-Booth, who was at the
time our I.O., decided that our section should
do something in the way of training which had
had not previously been undertaken by any
other company in the Battalion. He, therefore,
made arrangements for our section to march the
46 miles across the desert to the Battalion train
ing camp at Tarhuna. This camp, situated in
the foothills, was originally part of the defence
system built by the Itailians when that part of
North Africa was an Italian Colony.
The first mile, after marching from camp, was
through a thickly populated area, mostly com
prising shanty buildings, hastily constructed
from abandoned petrol tins and similar material.
This was also the dhobie area, where Arab
women worked wonders on the troops K .D .—
using buckets of starch and primitive charcoalburning flat irons. This area soon gave way to
a few orange groves and, after that, nothing but
mile after mile of sand stretching to the horizon.
Unlike the rifle companies, our section had very
little marching experience—the greater part of
our day usually being taken up with office work.
Our very few public appearances came in the
form of guards, C.O.’s parades, and a twice
daily race past company office to the N.A.A.F.I.
Halting only for ten minutes every hour, the
section were soon able to put a respectable dis
tance between themselves and barracks. We
sang as we marched and, however tuneless our
sorn^s, we certainly lacked nothing in volume.
This may well have laid the foundation to the
present breach in Anglo-Arabic relations!
The sun was high in the sky when we halted
for tiffin. While in barracks, the normal day’s
routine permitted a siesta during the heat of
(he day. This was rather pointless in the desert
as there was nowhere to lie away from the sun’s
glare. The old saying, “ It was a hundred in
the shade, but there was no shade ” at last had
some real meaning for us. So, tiffin finished, on
we marched along a burning ribbon of road.
Our supply truck, carrying the bedding and
rations, had gone ahead to establish a camp for
the night. This had been set up only a short
distance from the road. Upon our arrival, we
bathed our aching feet and applied large quanti
ties of sticking-plaster to the most painful areas.
Sleep was our greatest desire. Food was only
secondary importance and dismissed by us as
only a formality which custom decreed. The
arrangements having been made for the post
ing of sentries, we fell into an exhausted sleep.

Before camp was struck in the morning, it was
decided that two members of the section were
too lame to undertake any further marching,
they were pronounced unfit and left behind to
travel with the supply lorry later in the day.
A mild form of heat exhaustion had attacked us
all. Marching mile after mile along a metal
road, brought up to an almost white heat by the
blazing sun, was a painful experience. Huge
water blisters had begun forming on the soles
of our feet and each step brought further pain
as feet, which were almost raw flesh, began to
swell. By the morning of the third day, another
member of our small section had fallen out.
There remained now only Capt. Ward-Booth
and three members of his section—all of whom
were in pretty bid shape. At this stage there
were still twelve miles separating the section
from the traing camp at Tarhuna.
The ten minute hilt had become unbearable.
The physical effort required to rise to one’s feet
after only a short rest far out-weighed its re
cuperative properties. With the permission of
the I.O., the section decided to tackle the
remaining twelve miles in one go, without halt
ing on the rmrch. It had now become an
endurance test, about wh ch we can remember
little except the blinding heat, the taste of
warm evil-smelling water from our bottles, the
infuriating swarms of ever present flies and
those tortured feet. It required an almost
superhuman effort to slope our arms and march
through the main gates at Tarhuna, On the
command “ Hah ” it took an even greater effort
as our feet almost refused to remain still and
appeared to be jumping about inside our boots!
Tw o days later, still limping rather badly, we
were able to parade as a section and march to
the rifle range. Here, to the astonishment of
all, we managed to classify on the rifle. A
sneaking suspicion still prevails that sympa
thetic “ Muckers ” in the butt-party had much
to do with our success. That only bears out
the wonderful Esprit ds Corps which was
always found while serving with the Regiment.
E x- C p l . A . N . M

a c in t y r e

CO M M ENT
B y C a p t . J . A . W ard - B ooth

The Editor sent this article for me to see
before publication and I would like to stress
one thing before my brother officers point out
to me that the march was obvicusly worthless
training since (a) we had not worked up to it
and (b) we were in no fit state to fight at the
end of it. T o be quite honest the march itself
was not intended as training; it started off as a
“ dare ” in the Mess and became the “ I ” Sec
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tion’s Everest; I would add that I told the
section before we started that anyone who did
not wish to do it need not do so.
I think that Mr. Macintyre has not quite got
his facts right about the time taken. We started
off in the late afternoon, spent two nights out
and reached Tarhuna about 10 a.m. on the third
day. I would not be sure about the distance
but looking back on it it certainly seemed more
than 46 miles.
ED ITO R ’S N O TE
In his letter forwarding the above article, Mr.
Macintyre writes: —
The enclosed article recounts an exploit
during my period of National Service with the
1st Battalion, which may be of interest to some
readers of The Wasp now a few years have
passed.
My own record of service may be rather
different from most members of The Regiment.
As a Scotsman, resident in Scotland, my initial
period of training was undergone at the 30th
Leader Training Battalion, stationed at Pinefield Camp, Elgin. Upon completion of this
training, I was posted to a Holding Company
of The Essex Regiment at Hyderabad Barracks,
Colchester. Two weeks later I was posted to
the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment,
joining the 1st Battalion in Tripoli. I was also
with the Advance Party of the Battalion when it
sailed for Greece, being stationed at the
Cavalry Barracks, Salonika.
Since my demobilisation in 1949, I have kept
in touch with several friends from those army
days, but last year, while touring in England, I
spent a few days in Luton as the guest of Sgt.
D. Sharpe—he has signed on for another period
of service with the 5th Battalion (T.A.). While
staying in Luton, I made a point of visiting The
Regimental Depot at Bedford. Unfortunately,
it was a Sunday, and I was unable to visit the
Museum which was closed. However, this
pleasure can await some later date, when I hope
to be in the County again.
I should like to extend an invitation, to any
of my old regimental friends, who may pass
through this district at any time, to call on me.
Since demobilisation, I have been engaged in
the family business of “ Norwell’s Perth Foot
wear,” and can always be located there.
Mr. Macintyre’s address is: 1 1 , Rose Terrace,
Perth, Scotland.
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THE
RANGOON WAR MEMORIAL
By

M a jo r

I an R o s s

The Rangoon War Memorial was unveiled by
General Sir Francis Festing, G.C.B., k .b .e ., d .s .o .,
Commander-in-Chief, Far East Land Forces, on
February 9, 1958. The memorial is situated in
the Taukkyan War Cemetery on the Frome
Road about 21 miles north of Rangoon. The
land on which the Memorial stands has been
generously given by the people of Burma. The
Rangoon Memorial was built by the Imperial
War Graves Commission, it commemorates by
name 27,000 Officers and Men of the Land
Forces of the British Commonwealth who
perished during the campaign in Burma and
Assam and whose resting place is known only
to God.

★ Support your Regimental
Journal. It keeps you in touch
with

Old

Friends and
Times.

Old

[PhiiogrMph by country of the British Legion

The Taukkyan War Cemetery, Burma. View from
the central rotunda of the Memorial.
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[Photograph by courtesy of the British Legion
The Taukkyan War Cemetery, Burma.
On the stone freize high inside the central
rotunda of the Memorial are inscribed these
words: —
“ The names of twenty-seven thousand
soldiers of many races united in service
to the British Crown who gave their
lives in Burma and Assam but to whom
the fortune of war denied the cus
tomary rites accorded to their comrades
in death.”
“ They died for all free men."
The Guards of Honour were provided by the
ist Bn. The Royal Lncolnshire Regiment, and
the Burma Army; also on parade were
detachments of the Armed Services of the
Commonwealth. There were many moving
moments during this memorable day, brought
about by the splendid bearing of the troops on
parade, by the stirring music of the Bands of
The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment and The
Royal Marines, by the sounding of “ Last Post ”
and “ Reveille ” by the Gurkha buglers and the
playing of the Lament “ Lochaber No More ”
by the Pipers of T he South Wales Borderers.
Of the Memorial itself and all it enshrines
there is nothing hopeless; it is magnificent and
inspiring, and the many bereaved men and
women of all races, who stood in contemplation
amongst the flowers on February 9 this year
seemed proud and contented. Honour had been

General view of the Memorial and Cemetery.
done to those to whom honour was due. They
will not be forgotten!
Wreaths were placed at the foot of the Regi
mental Tablet within the Memorial; one from
the Colonel of the Regiment and All Ranks past
and present; the second from Lt.-Col. T . J.
Borrow, d .s .o ., and All Ranks of the ist
Battalion.
The inscriptions on the wreaths were the
sam e: —
“ In sincere and proud memory.”
The names on the Regimental Panel read:
L IE U T E N A N T
DRUM M OND, J. N . B.
NEIGHBOUR, C.
SERG EANT
K IR B Y , A. J.
I.ANCE-CORPORAI.
BRIGGS, G. E.
H O M A N S , R. E.

PR IV A TE
BALI., G. E.
CH1TTOC.K, E. W .
EV A N S, W . E.
KETTERIDGE, H. C.
SHERWOOD, B. E.
S M IT H , V. W.
S PR IN C E T T, F. K.
TARRIER, C. t>.
TODD. J.
W H IF E E N , E. C.

If you have enjoyed reading “ The Wasp ”
please let others know and ask them to
communicate with the Editor, who will be
pleased to reserve a copy of the new
Journal for them. Price 2s. 6d. plus
postage. Free to Regimental Association
members.

THE RANGOON MEMORIAL
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The inscription on the stone freize of the Central Rotunda.

THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
During this last quarrer the Museum has con
tinued to plough its lonely furrow. The lone
liness is rather more apparent than real, because,
despite the fact that for the time being we are
almost alone in this part of the Barracks, quit;
a number of visitors hive found rheir way to
us, and we continue to receive the most inter
esting gifts, which will now be detailed for the
benefit of those interested.
Mr. F. Cooper, late 8th Battalion, added to
the many things he has presented, by giving
his 250th anniversary steward’s badge, and a
brass Very Light Pistol used in the trenches in
the First World War. A most interesting Tile
was presented by Mr. Diemer of the Bedford
Branch. This is made apparently from Marston
Valley Clay, polished, and beautifully embossed
with the old Bedfordshire Badge and Harts, the
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Badge and
Harts, a button of the latter and a G.S. Button.
Major J. L. de V. Martin presented a German
Afrika Korps Water Bottle, with which he
shared a shell hole, when he was wounded in
the fierce fighting at Djebel Mansour in Tunisia,
and from which he drank some very evil-tasting
ersatz coffee; also a kerchief Map which he car
ried on “ Op Anvil,” i.e., the Paratroop invasion
of the South of France on August 15, 1944, and

a Parachutists’ Badge, awarded to him by the
French Army, while serving with them in North
Africa in 1947.
In September wc were fortunate in hearing
from Comnvnder G . R. Wise, R.N . (Retd.),
living at Tichfield, Hints, that he had bought
some uniform belonging to the late Capt. G. P.
Appleby, who served in the Regiment from
1892-1907. The Curator went to Tichfield to
inspect the uniform, which was bought on his
recommendation by the Regimental Association.
The Museum thus acquired, in very good con
dition, one Frock Coat, one Sash (scarlet), Blue
Cap, Helmets white and khaki, 1890 pattern,
white buff Sword Belt complete with locket and
slings, a Sam Browne Belt, Haversacks and
Khaki F.S. O p —the Sash and Sword Belt are
both now very rare. Mrs. G. Fvnn presented
a Bedfordshire Badge, beautifully embroidered
in yellow on black by Mrs. Pearcy in 1916; she
was the wife of the late Dmr. Pearcy of the 2nd
Battalion, who was severely wounded in 1914.
Mr. W. H. Raskin visited the museum in
October, and sent us the bottom p u t of his
brother’s Mess Tin, and also his Drummer’s
brass Badge. His brother was No. 12022 Pte.
W. H. Ruskin, a 6*h Bedfordshire scout and exDrummer, who was killed in the night action
of May 4, 19 1S, at Bienvillers, when, following

a heavy bombardment, a big German raiding
party got into the 6th Battalion trenches and
inflicted 74 casualties. The Mess Tin and
Badge were buried with Pte. Ruskin, and re
covered after the War, when his body was ex
humed for burial in a cemetery. These tragic
relics were in due course sent home to the
Ruskin family, who wish the Regiment to have
them.
A very interesting letter, written by an un
known officer of the 16th Foot and describing
the arrival and move into Canada by the draft
of the ist Battalion in the 5 .S. Persia in
December, 1861, was sent by a Major W. B.
Wetherall, no relation to our Wetheralls. The
crossing of the North Atlantic in those days
took 12 days, and the writer spoke in the highest
terms of the food and accommodation. Another
purchase by the Regimental Association was an
1869 pattern Shako, complete, hardly worn, and
in (perfect condition. It was made in Bath, and
bought by Squadron Leader G . Marsland,
R.A.F. (Retd.) from a stall in Saffron Walden
Market. No history of it is known but it is a
very nice specimen. M r., ex-Sgt., J. Shoosmith
presented a very good photograph of the ist
Battalion Band taken at Dacca, E. Bengal, in
1935. What a band that was, 56 strong, under
Bandmaster P. Purcell. Finally, on the Regi
mental Remembrance Sunday, November 16, a
very good framed photograph of the Band of
the 2nd Battalion at Dublin in 1898 was pre
sented to the Museum by M r. C. Hyde, St.
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THE SIGNAL PLATOON

ist Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment,
Aldershot, 19 12
Th is photograph >f the Signal Platoon of the
1st Battalion in 19 12 , which has been sent to us
by a member, is interesting in that not only is it
a good and clear photograph of the members of
the Platoon, but it also shows the equipment
used by Signallers of those days, so very
different to that of todiy. It w ill be interesting
to hear from any of our members who may have
been a member of the Platoon at that time.
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Albans Branch (Regimental No. 6185). The
band strength >vas then forty.
Despite our present rather solitary condition,
the Museum has had some 60 visitors during
this last quarter, a number of whom have been
more than once, and a number o f other visits
have been arranged. Visitors include M r. H. W.
Steinmetz, R.E., M r. G . W. Staton, Secretary,
British Legion Hertford Branch, M r. and M rs.
G . Ruskin, Mr. G . W. Wade, M r. A. A. Suther
land, War Dept., Mr. A. W. White, late 6th
Battalion, and family, M r. J. Shoosmith and
family, Mr. G . W. Salt, ex-D rum s C pl., ist
Battalion, Staff-Sergeant D . Reeves, 5th Batta
lion, M r. W. Buckland, late R .A .M .C ., and Mr.
and M rs. Mobbs.
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THE UNVEILING OF THE
BROOKWOOD MEMORIAL
The Brookwood Memorial commemorates
3,500 men and women of the Land Forces of
the Commonwealth who died at sea, in raids and
missions mounted from the United Kingdom
or on active service outside the main theatres of
war, and who have no known grave. It stands
in Brookwood Military Cemetery, near Woking,
Surrey, in which are buried 3,900 soldiers from
every Army of the Commonwealth and from
the Armies of many of their Allies.
Th e Memorial has been built by tlhe Imperial
War Graves Commission to the design of M r.
R. Hobday, a .r . i . b . a ., and takes the form o f a n
open rotunda of Portland Stone with fourteen
piers radiating f r o m the grassed court in the
centre.
Each pier has on either face a panel of green
Broughton M oor Slate bearing the names.
Facing the central court is a curved stone wall
on one side of which is the bronze box con
taining the Memorial Register, on the other the
following inscription: —

1939 - 1945

T H IS M EM O RIAL B E A R S THE
N A M ES OF TH REE THOUSAND
F IV E H UNDRED M EN AND WOMEN

"W aip
O F THE FORCES OF TH E B R IT ISH
COMMONWEALTH AND EM P IR E WHO
GAVE TH EIR L IV E S IN TH EIR OWN
COUNTRY AND IN M ANY FOREIGN
LANDS IN HOME AND D ISTAN T
W ATERS IN THE CAMPAIGN
OF 1940 IN NORWAY AND IN
LATER RAIDS ON THE COAST
OF EUROPE AND TO WHOM
THE FORTUNE OF WAR
DENIED A KNOWN AND
HONOURED GRAVE.

On a frieze immediately above this inscrip
tion appear Che words from the Book of
Deuteronomy: —
THE ETERNAL GOD IS T H Y REFU GE
AND UNDERNEATH ARE TH E
EV ERLA ST IN G ARM S.

Surrounding the Memorial will be wide
grassed walks bounded by curved yew hedges
with recessed seat features and flower beds, the
whole being framed by eight weeping birches.
Four adjacent quadrants are to be planted with
rhododendrons, azaleas, heathers and other
shrubs and flowers.
Commemorated in the Memorial are ten
members of Th e Bedfordshire and Hertford
shire Regiment and five members of T he Hert
fordshire Regiment-

[Photograph ; T he Imperial War Graves Commistton.
The Brookwood Memorial.
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T H E BROOK WOOD M EM O R IA L
The panel containing the names of the Officers and Other Ranks of the Regiment and the Hertfordshire
Regiment who are commemorated in the Memorial.
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The Memorial was unveiled by Her Majesty
Tthe Queen on Saturday, October 25.
Lt.-Col. J . C . Preston,
represented The
Regiment at the Ceremony and Lt.-Col. A.
Andrews, D .S .O ., o . b .e ., represented The Hert
fordshire Regiment.
Col. Preston, after the unveiling, laid a wreath
on behalf o f T h e Regiment and Col. Andrews
a wreath on behalf of The Hertfordshire
Regiment.
T he following also attended the Ceremony:
M r. C . C . Wells, Hon. Secretary, T he Bedford
Branch, M r. W. G . Aldridge, Hon. Secretary,
The London Branch, and C .S.M . Jones, ist
Bn. T he Hertfordshire Regiment.
Col. Preston in writing about the Ceremony
told us that not only was the ceremony very
moving but it was also very efficiently arranged,
to add to this, it was a most lovely afternoon,
which made everything more colourful.

THE ESSEX REGIMENT
(44th and 56th FOOT)
A B R IE F H IS T O R Y
(Continued from page 63 o f Volume X V I, N o. 2,
July, 1958)
Both regular battalions, the 3rd (Militia)
Battalion and elements o f the Volunteer Batta
lions, served in the South African Wlar (18991902), the Regiment thius gaining the battle
honour “ South Africa, 1899-1902,” while the ist
Battalion was awarded in addition the honours
“ Relief of Kimberley ” and “ Paardeberg ” for
its part in those engagements. At the Battle of
Paardeberg, Lt. F . N . Parsons gained the fourth
Victoria Cross to be awarded to the Regiment.
From 1902 to 19 14 the 1st Battalion served in
India, Burm a and Mauritius, while the 2nd
Battalion remained on home service. In 1908
further large-scale reforms resulted in the re
organisation of the Volunteers into the T erri
torial Force and the Militia into the Special
Reserve. At the outbreak of World War I in 1914
the constitution and location of the Regiment
was ist Essex (Mauritius), 2nd Essex (Chat
ham), 3rd S .R . Battalion (Warley), 4th (T.F.)
Essex, (Ilford), 5th (T.F.) Essex (Chelmsford),
6th (T .F.) Essex (West Ham), 7th (T.F.) Essex
(Walthamstow) and 8th (T.F.) Essex (Col
chester). V ery great expansion of the army was
necessary to meet the German menace, and this
was arrived at by the expansion of the T erri
torial Force and the raising of special service
battalions. In all, thirty-one battalions of The
Essex Regiment were formed, eleven serving
overseas with great distinction. In all, no fewer
than seventy battle honours were won, ten
selected honours being borne on the Queen’s
Colour. T h e ist Battalion served on the
Gallipoli Peninsula and in France and Belgium.
As part of the immortal 29th Division it took

part in the initial landing on the Peninsula and
in all the hard-fought battles that followed. Its
record on the Western Front was equally
glorious. O f the ten honours emblazoned on
the Queen’s Colour the 44th shares with other
battalions of the Regiment,
“ G allipoli,”
“ Somme,” “ Arras,” “ Ypres, 19 17 ” and “ Cambrai.” The 2nd Battalion was the first in action,
moving to France with the original B .E .F . and
taking part in the historic Retreat from Mons
and the Battle of the Marne. Its record through
out the war was unsurpassed. O f the honours
on the Queen’s Colour, “ L e Cateau,” “ T he
Marne ” and “ Ypres, 1915 ” were gained by the
“ Pompadours,” who also share with other batta
lions “ Ypres, 1917,” “ Somme, 19 16 , ’ 18 ,” and
“ Arras, 1917, ’ 18.” The part played by the
two regular battalions is written that all may
read on the walls of the Regim ental Chapel,
“ T o the glory of God and in memory of 185
Officers, 3,244 Warrant Officers, N on-C om 
missioned Officers and Men of the is t and 2nd
Battalions, T h e Essex Regiment, w ho fell in the
Great War of 1914-18.”
The 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Territorial Batta
lions served with distinction on G allipoli and in
Egypt and Palestine, taking part in many hardfought engagements with the Turks and gaining
ten battle honours for the Regim ent. O f the
honours on the Queen’s Colour, “ G aza ” was
won by these Territorial Battalions, who also
sihare “ Gallipoli ” with the 1st Battalion. T h e
9th, 10th, n th and 13th Special Service Batta
lions (Kitchener’s Army) had a glorious record
in France and Flanders. They claim a worthy
share in four of the ten honours carried on the
Colours—“ Somme, 1916, ’ 18,” “ A rras, 19 17 ,
’ 18,” “ Cambrai, 1917, ’ 1 8 ” and “ Y p re s, 19 17 ,”
while the 9th and n th Battalions added the
honours “ Loos ” and “ Selle ” to the Colours.
Lt. F. B. Wearne of the n t h Battalion was
awarded the Victoria Cross for his conspicuous
valour. The 15th Essex also served on the
Western Front during the concluding months of
the war.
Between the wars the ist Battalion served at
home, also seeing active service in South Ireland
(1919-21) and in Palestine (1937-38). T h e 2nd
Battalion served in Malta, Turkey, India, Egypt
and the Sudan, seeing actice service in T u rkey
(1920) and on the North-West Frontier o f India
(1930-1).
In 19 13 four silver drums were presented to
each regular battalion by the County of Essex.
These were added to between the w ars by public
and private subscription, so that by 1937 the
Regiment possessed a still unsurpassed display
of silver drums and bugles.
Prior to the last war the calls o f anti-aircraft
defence caused the conversion of two Territorial
battalions, leaving only the 4th and 5th Essex.
These were duplicated in 1939, so that the R egi
mental order on the outbreak of W orld W ar I I
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was ist Battalion (Egypt), 2nd Battalion
(Warley), I/4th and 2 /4th Battalion (T.A.)
(Ilford), 1 /5th (P.A.) (Chelmsford), and 2/sth
Battalion (T.A.) (Colchester). T o these were
adding during the course of the war the 7th, 8th,
9th, 10th, 30th and 70th Battalions.
The 2nd Battalion, the “ Pompadours,” were
again first in the field, moving to France in
September, 1939. They took part in the retreat
to, and withdrawal from, Dunkirk in May, 1940.
They again landed on D Day, 1944, and fought
through without respite, but with great renown,
to the final capitulation of Germany in May,
1945. The ist Battalion saw service in the
Sudan, Iraq, Syria, at Tobruk and in Assam and
Burma, the most striking episodes being the
epic struggle for Ed Duda during the successful
break-out from Tobruk in November, 1941, and
the service behind the Japanese lines in Assam
and Burma in 1944. T he I/4th (T.A.) gave dis
tinguished service in the North Africa, Italy and
Greece. The Battalion took part in the Battle
of El Alamein and in the final battles which led
to the surrender of the Axis forces in Africa. In
Italy the part the Battalion played will always
be remembered. The i/5th Essex (T.A.), too,
gave valiant service in some of the most bitter
fighting in the Italian Campaign of 1943-4, and
subsequently saw the final stages of the fighting
in North-West Germany. The 2 / 5th was over
whelmed at Deir-El-Shein in 1942, but all ranks
have the satisfaction of knowing that the delay
their resistance caused Rommel’s Africa Korps
was an essential factor in gaining time for the
withdrawing Eighth Army to reorganise and
stand on the Alamein Line. The 8th, 9th and
10th Essex were converted late in the war to
armoured, artillery and parachute troops respec
tively, and as such took part in the final campagin in North-West Europe. Lt.-Col. A. C.
Newman, of the 4th Battalion, gained the
Victoria Cross whilst serving with commandos.
After the war the ist and 2nd Battalions were
amalgamated to form the ist Battalion (44th and
56th), while the calls for further anti-aircraft
units in the newly re-formed Territorial Army
meant that the 4th Battalion was the only repre
sentative in the post-war army of The Essex
Territorial infantry battalions that had given
such yeoman service in two world wars.
In all its long and colourful history The Essex
Regiment has never failed in peace and war. It
has only one standard in barracks or in battle—
the highest. T o attain this standard it must
cling at all times to the o’.d simple ideas that
have made the British Army famous in history
throughout the world—obedience, service and
sacrifice.
(Concluded)
#

Copy for the new Journal should reach the
Editor not later than April I, I9S9.
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR EMPLOYMENT OF
REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS
AND AIRMEN
C A L L IN G A L L R E G U L A R S O L D IE R S
DO

YO U

KNOW

that there is a highly efficient organisation oper
ating in the locality of your home?
It is only waiting for a personal call from
you, or a ring on the telephone or a post-card,
to get busy with your employment problem.
If you have forgotten, lost or have never been
told the address of your Area Jobfinder, apply
at any Post Office, or to your own Regimental
Association. They’ll be able to give it to you.
Regular Forces Employment Association, 62,
Victoria Street, S.W .i.
The following ex-member of The Regiment
was found employment by the Association re
cently: Mr. F. G . Corder, ex-No. 5949298,
process worker, London.

BATES

Hatter & Military Cap Manufacturer
21a JERMYX STREET, LONDON, S.W.I

Til. R EG tnt 2722

Oru Minute from Piccadilly Circus

Regimental Capmakers to
the 3rd East Anglian Regiment (16th 44th Foot)
Bates* lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one
finest quality only (no second quality cap).
Cheque with order will purchase at most reasonable
price of £3-2-0 (Badge extra).
Banker’s Orders accepted from Officer Cadets.
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1st. BATTALION.
The 3rd. EAST ANGLIAN
REGIMENT
(16th/44th FOOT)
GENERAL
The main events since the last issue of
The Wasp have been Brigade Group Training,
the Administrative Inspection and the opening
of the winter sports season—using the expression
in its widest sense; skiing is only just about to
begin. Companies and departments were dis
couraged (not altogether successfully) from
describing the horrors of the first two, as it
seemed best to give a brief account of them
here rather than to have a lot of repetition. So
far as the sports are concerned, the detailed
notes which follow show that an encouraging
start has been made. It will be clear that the
results obtained are not the efforts of a few
gladiators but have been achieved by the hard
team work and determination of more ordinary
mortals. All the more credit to them.
We moved out of Dortmund on September 22
for Brigade Training. Naturally the rain came
down to speed us on our way, but after the first
couple of days the weather was well suited for
training—never too hot and no trouble from
dust, but fair enough. After limbering up in a
Battalion Exercise appropriately called “ Dummy
Run,” we provided the opposition for the
remainder of the Brigade in our first Brigade
Exercise ever. In our opinion at least, we were
more than successful. T h e umpires, however,
had other views and we witnessed a lightning
withdrawal with “ B ” Company Commander
providing a magnificent rearguard against the
onslaughts of the umpires. Since they were
surrounded by enemy tanks and still managed
to escape whole it shows that some very smooth
discussion took place. By the time it was over
the remainder of the Battalion was digging in
ten miles down the road. The second and final
Brigade Exercise was fought against the
Canadian Brigade. We were amazed at the
amount of vehicles captured from the enemy.
At one time the Commanding Officer was
racing a jeep-load of Canadians down a track
simulating Bren fire on the hooter! All did
not continue so well, though; for, twelve hours
after starting, we found ourselves “ atomised.”
Once again we fought a fine battle against the
umpires—“ C ” Company Commander winning
a notable battle in salvaging his Company,
shaken but intact, from the wreckage. The
Signal Platoon also claim a local win, as they
now have a good stock of Canadian made
“ line.”
Everyone enjoyed themselves im
mensely throughout the Exercises, feeling that

it was good to have some realistic training with
all arms represented. Throughout, the Battalion
operated as a group with its own Armour,
Gunners and Sappers, and this force of all arms
soon settled down as a very competent force.
One of the main events of the last three
months has been the Annual Administrative
Inspection. The Commanding Officer told us
that as it was the new Battalion’s first one, it had
better be a good one; and so it was. It may
be invidious to pick out one or two special
features for comment because the general result
was obtained only by very hard work all round
and the determination to set a high standard
for the years to come. Nevertheless, a few
special points were the absolute steadiness on
parade and the precision of the arms drill, which
augur well for the Presentation of Colours next
year; the high standard of turnout; and the
“ Excellent ” grading obtained by the M.T. on
their preliminary R.E.M .E. inspection. The
excellent range classification results and the
very good standard of administration generally
also received specially favourable comment.
Altogether we can be well satisfied that the new
Regiment has got off to a fine start.
Christmas will be over by the time you read
these notes, but our best wishes go out to all
readers for 1959. We plan that Christmas here
will be a memorable one. Christmas is especi
ally a family occasion and it would be a bold
man who would prophesy where our families
will be next Christmas. Wlhile hoping for the
best, it is only prudent to make the most of our
opportunities this year and that is what we are
doing. Details will appear in the next issue.
What of the future? It looks as though the
Battalion will return to England in March or
April and that it will spend two or more
months there. During this period we hope to
receive our Colours. Their Presentation is a
vital element in the creation of the new Regi
ment and is now most timely. Originally it was
planned that they should be presented earlier
but, looking back, it is perhaps better to have
established the foundations of the Battalion
first. A Presentation of Colours in early
summer would be a fitting climax to what has
already been achieved and an inspiration for
the future.
SP O R T
S o ccer

The new Battalion team, under the control
of Lt. (Q.M.) D. Bebbington, got away to a fine
start of the season when we played the Border
Regiment and beat them five goals to two. As
we progressed into the season we lost our four
professional players from Luton and Watford—
Collier, Hawkes, Benning and Bunce. This left
rather a large gap to fill, but we have managed,
and the result is quite a good team, which is
playing very attractive football. In the B.A.O.R.
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Cup we drew 58 Medium Regiment, Royal
Artillery, and although we won three goals to
two goals, the score could well have been more
in our favour. In the next round we played
ist Bn. The Royal Norfolk Regiment and beat
them 6-0 in this local Derby within the East
Anglian Brigade. In the Iserlohn Major Units’
League we head the table and hope to be there
when the season ends.
Up to the present we have played 18 games;
goals for 85, against 25, which shows that our
forwards know where the goal is. Our P.T.
Instructor, S.I. Norwood, has certainly hit good
form at centre-forward and a great number of
goals have been scored by him.
H o ckey

We seem to have played hockey through all
the seasons in Dortmund and we are lucky to
have a hard surfaced, full-sized ground, which
is always fit for play. It did not take us long
to realise that we would not be handicapped by
absences of players chosen for the B.A.O.R.
teams— or Divisional—or even perhaps Brigade
teams. The numbers playing and the standard
of play, however, have improved steadily, even
though the offers to coach beginners have not
been taken up. The macadam surfaced ground
is very fast and Company and Platoon games
are played at a great pace. Certain patches on
the field remain wet after rain. These some
times slow down the ball, amusingly if you are
not directly concerned with it. The patches
freeze over now and cause heavy players moving
fast to accelerate with startling contortions. So
far, neither ice nor hard-paced play have caused
any serious hurt, although one red-blooded
charge at goal made even a woolly-pated Irish
hurley player tremble as he watched.
The Battalion has been represented by a
number of players in the dozen or so matches
played so far, including Capt. Jackson, Capt.
Dean, 2/L t. Spong, R .S.M . Hellicar, C.S.M .
Cotter, C.S.M . Driscoll, C /Sgt. Ladley, C /Sgt.
Davidge, Drum-Major Simmonds, Sgt. Day,
Sgt. Gilseman, Sgt. White, Cpl. Austin, Cpl.
Barnes, Cpl. Mundie, Pte. Bavington, Bdsm.
Ellicott, Pte. Riley, Bdsm. Sinacola and Pte.
Smith. There are no outstanding players in
the Battalion, but there are some who cannot
be left out of any ist X I chosen and would
make a place in most Regimental sides. They
are C.S.M . Cotter, Cpl. Barnes and Bdsm.
Ellicott.
After this modest introduction, it is pleasant
to be able to record that we defeated 45 Field
Regiment, R.A., in the first round of the
B.A.O.R. Cup by three goals to two. The
Inter-Company competition is at about the half
way mark but it seems certain that “ H.Q.”
Company II team will b ; well ahead at the end.
The hockey notes would not be complete
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without mention of C /Sgt. Jerrom, who has
never been known to refuse to umpire any
game. Some players are ready to subscribe to a
presentation of a new pair of glasses for him.
He intends to return the compliment by pre
senting those players with autographed copies
of the rules of the game. We are lucky to have
his expen and willing services.
C

r o ss-C ountry

R u n n in g

Since the end of October, if you had been
standing by the gates of Moore Barracks on
one of our cold wintry afternoons in Dortmund,
you would have seen emerge a happy and
earnest band of runners, tracksuit-clad and
bound for a ten-mile jog round the flats of
Dortmund. Yes, flats—the only hills in the
camp’s vicinity are two steep and sinister look
ing slag heaps. This has been a disadvantage,
difficult to remedy, as most of our opponents’
courses are over hilly terrain.
Cross-country running is undoubtedly a
gruelling sport. But having admitted that a
little madness is an essential ingredient in the
make-up of its devotees, one should also explain
that the sport has its own peculiar exhilaration,
achieved when super-fitness is reached. Only
this can explain the hours sweated away in the
Gym and on sore and swollen feet over plough
and track. It is also, of course, a team sport—a
bad performance by one member can ruin the
good efforts of the rest of the team. Certainly,
there are no outstanding performers in this
year’s team; where we have scored is in our
close packing, with not more than twelve
places separating our scoring eight. At the
moment, our sights are set on the B.A.O.R.
Championships. In order to qualify, we must
win the Brigade eliminator, which means beat
ing the Royal Scots Greys, the only team to
have so far inflicted defeat on us. But we are
eager for revenge.
The following have been running for the
Battalion this season:
Pte. O’Brien, 2/Lt. Craddock, Pte. Pastfield,
Pte. Hyde, Pte. Davies, L /C p l. Squire, Cpl.
Stoeri, Pte. Kempson, Pte. Coleman, Sgt. Day,
Pte. Choat, Pte. Leavold, L /C p l. Skingsley and
Pte. Ford.
TH K S A D D L E C L U B
Since the last publication of these notes, we
have experienced both success and a certain
amount of bad luck. As the summer progressed
a lot more hard work was put in by the grooms.
The Hunter Trial Course at Napier Barracks
was lengthened and a show jumping ring was
erected to one side of the playing fields. The
stables, too, have seen a large concentrated effort
and they are looking very presentable. We have
now lost the services of Cpl. Martin. He has
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capable of running the stables with much drive
and interest.
We have been to two more shows at Iserlohn
and Osnabruck. Capt. Angus Robertson had
recovered from the injury he received at
Munster Horse Show and was fit to ride on
both occasions. Lt. David Taylor rode in his
first show at Iserlohn. At Osnabruck Lt. Stuart
Green had a good day on “ Lore ” and was
placed third in one of the show jumping events.
The Army Championship Hunter Trials at
Dorfmark, the big event of the year, had its ups
and downs. One sad note is that we unfortun
ately lost “ Pit Hein ” there. Success came to
us, with Cpl. Martin having a good ride on
“ Peter,” Mrs. Robertson’s horse. He came
third in the Individual Hunter Trial.
I.t.
Grahame Barnett was also placed on “ Heino,”
after an interesting ride.
With the approach of winter and no more
shows until the spring, we have sought the
hacking country behind Napier Barracks, where
everyone will find plenty of interest during the
next few months.
S A IL IN G N O T E S

[photograph b y : F ritz HaXlensleben, Fallingbostel, Hann.
Army Championship Hunter Trials, 1958,
Dorf mark.
Lt. G. Barnett on “ Heino ” taking the water.
been with us since the early days and has always
shown great interest, borh in the show ring and
in the stables. His place 'has been taken by Cpl.
Caves, who has already shown that he is

There is a large and pleasant lake, the
Mohnesee (of “ Dam Busters ” fame) about 50
kilometres from Dortmund, where there is some
extremely good sailing. The Mohnesee Sailing
Club is an Army one open to Officers and their
families and Officers of the Regiment who come
to Germany in future should seek it out. T he
club house, which was erected this year, is com
fortable, with a bar and meals are also served on

[Photograph by : Fritz Haltensleben, Fallingbostel
Army Championship Hunter Trials, 1958, Dorfmark.
Cpl. Martin receiving his prize for the best Other Rank in the Championship.
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order. The Club owns n “ Stars” and 12
“ Sharpies ” and there are also some R.N.S.A.
dinghies and “ Olympics ” available.
Week-end sailing is now a popular pastime
for some Officers and their families within the
Regiment—Capts. Smyth, Hoile, Oldfield, Lts.
Morton, Palmer, Scott, Dodd and Lucas spent
the majority of the week-ends playing about in
boats. Every Sunday during the season races
are held, for both “ Star ” and “ Sharpie ”
classes and they proved to be most enjoyable.
Capt. Hoile won two races in the “ Star ” class.
The Divisional Regatta, for which we entered
a team consisting of Major Smirh, the Jamaica
Regiment, Capts. Hoile and Oldfield, and I.is.
Lucas, Palmer and Morton, took place in
September. We did not do well, contenting our
selves with an amusing and tense private regatta
with the Royal Norfolks. They managed to
beat us by one point. The Infantry seldom
manage to compete with success against the
more experienced Gunners and Sappers.
“ A”

C O M PA N Y

Since the last edition of this magazine “ A ”
Company has undergone several changes. Major
Alden has left us to command Support Com
pany and Capt. Dean has taken over command
from him. Lt. Palmer has been made Secondin-Command of the Company and Lt. Barnett
is going to the Mortar Platoon, more commonly
known as the “ Drainpipes.” During this period
we went to Goslar to shoot and although the
weather was rather wet had a most enjoyable
time meeting old friends once more.
Amongst others, we have said goodbye to
Jock McEachran, who has gone to try the bed
springs in “ C iw v Street,” and to Charlie Hunt,
who is going back to his barrow, but hopes to
buy a truck soon and set up his own business.
Lt. Palmer is leaving us to go on a course in
Canada; when he rejoins us in April we expect
him to look like a tame Eskimo. Sgt. Hardy is
on a course at Hythe at the moment and we
wish him every good fortune, as he is to get
married in December.
“ B ” C O M PA N Y
Things are certainly looking up. Our Com
pany is now 90 strone, of which 51 are Regular
soldiers.
Capt. Oldfield his left us for Aden, and Pte.
Baverstock for civi'im life, together with our
three Luton foothill olavers, Ptes. Hawkes,
Collier and Bunco. Cpl. Whitehead his gone to
The Cambridgeshire Regiment as a T.A .
Vo’unteer. C .S.M . Driscoll has been posted to
the sth Bn. The Northamptonshire Regiment as
R.S.M . C .S.M . Driscoll. Col. Grange and Ptt.
Deadman have all married since our last no'es.

In fact, we believe Cpl. Grange’s marriage to be
the first since amalgamation. Sgt. Pettitt, whose
pockets were reputed, during the “ Adm. Week ”
to be full of wash basin plugs, has been acting
for some time now as our Colour Sergeant.
C.Q.M .S. Davidge has left us pending his re
lease into civilian life and is now working in the
P .R .I.’s Office. We welcome Sgt. Smith, at the
moment doing Sergeants’ Mess Caterer, and
also Sgt. Burchell, who has joined us from the
5th Bedfords.
Strangely enough we all enjoyed Brigade
Group Training, and in particular a four-hour
break after being atomised. We are now adept
at “ detanking ” and doing wide flanking move
ments in “ Bootlace ” formation through the
inevitable Staatsforst. But it was not such fun
getting entangled in electrified fences just short
of the objective. We notice that our Company
Commander now crawls under the wire. We
even did a moonlight patrol on a tank to within
a mile of the famished “ Queens.” Our hungry
prisoner was bitterly disappointed on being
released.
At the end of October the Company went
back to Goslar and camped out on Astfeld
Range. The new Range Course was fired with
gratifying results, and 4 Platoon (Mr. King) won
the falling plate competition. Apart from one
early morning run into the pines of the Harz
Mountains led by a certain red jersey’d character
it was a good week. We were relieved to hear
that Cpl. Stoeri’s anxiety about returning to
Goslar was quite unjustified. The officers, W.O.
and Sergeants dined out one night at the Golden
Crown and were amazed to see the quantity of
flaming rum omlette consumed by . . . just you
guess who.
“ C ” CO M PAN Y
Since the last issue of The Wasp the Com
pany has seen the end of the B.A.O.R. training
season and the Administrative Inspection, both
of which have been reoorted elsewhere. During
Brigade training the Company was required to
carry out some verv interesting although difficult
and tiring tasks. These placed responsibility on
everybody from the Company Commander to
the most newly joined rifleman. In particular,
the junior N.C.O.s were called upon to show
their resourcefulness and initiative; and they are
to be congratulated on their efforts. At shooting,
the Company has made good progress and com
pleted the annual classification during a pleasant
week at Goslar. The Company can boast 14
marksmen and 62 First Class shots. The .22
shooting team is doing well under the enthu
siastic leadership of 2/Lt. Bates. It has won
the first three rounds of the Inter Company
Contnetition, Stalwarts of the this team are
C.S.M . Jenns, Sgt. Bennett and L/Cpls. Cayzer
and Heilman.
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[Photograph by : K urt L einen, D ortm und
Back row : Ptes. Williams 27, Wallwein, Bason, Smith, Rushen, Manuiaring, Webb, Kilby, Lathtvell,
Payne, Connolly, Sharp, Manners, Fribbins, Mason, Dedman, Wallis.
Third row : Ptes. Brace, Martin, Flan, L/Cpl. Shepherd, Ptes. Fann, Armstrong 39, Canham, Jackson,
Parsons t j, Kempster, Rogers, Sheehan, Gaines, Tillcock, Washtell, Newton, Collier, Adams.
Second row : Ptes. Lewis, Hooson, Jermy, Felce, Bell 80, Cleair, Armstrong 67, Moss, Leavold, Ford, Angell,
Baron, Telling, Roach, Pangboume, Bell 18, Dooney, Woolf, Hawkes.
Front row : L/Cpls. Trotter, Hall, Tuite, Cpls. Hitchens, Whitehead, Grange, Sgt. Pettitt, 2/Lt. P. W. King,
Capi. J. R. Oldfield, Major J. C. Salazar, M.C., C.S.M. D. Driscoll, Lt. C. B. Scon, Lt. M. Adkin,
Sgt. Roberts, Cpls. Hammerton, Stoeri, L/Cpl. Bennett.

The Company has also done well with its
sporting activities. Although disputed by “ Sup
port ” Company we claim to have won the
cricket, having never lost any of our matches.
In rhe Inter Company Cross Country we were
only just beaten to first place by “ H.Q. I.”
Ptes. Pastfield, Coleman and Henderson are to
be congratulated on obtaining their places in
the Battalion Cross Country Team. Ptes.
Preedy, M arson, Kennedy and Duggins have
represented the Battalion at Soccer. Cpl. Miles
and Pte. Clark gained their places in the Batta
lion Rugby X V .
As always, some members of the Company
have departed for civilian life. Among them
are such notable characters as Preedy, Woods
and “ G inger ” Clark. C .S.M . Charlesworth has
left to join the T .A . at Hertford and C /Sgt.
Marlow has gone to the M -T. Arrivals, all of
whom are welcome, have been C .S.M . Jenns
and Sgt. Bennett. Sgt. Harris has returned to
the fold although he now tells us he is going
on leave! L et it be said that we think his

“ Burgoo ” is second to none; his “ Lord
Lovells ” the shiniest in the Battalion but, we
wish his “ Jew’ s Rollcalls ” weren’t quite so
accurate.
In closing, and as we look forward to C hrist
mas, we would like to send the Season’s G reet
ings to all old members of “ C ” Company and
assure them that we are always pleased to hear
from T h e m .
M

•
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P la t o o n

At the moment the Platoon consists o f : Sgts.
Conboy, Philip, Edwards, L /C p ls. K in g,
Edwards and Hilson, with eleven privates. We
hear the murmur occasionally of “ Too many
chiefs and not enough Indians.” We were sad
to lose Lt. Chapman, our Platoon Commander,
in September. He is now in the process of
going to Aden and we trust that his cat does not
succeed in stowing away on the boat with himAt present Lt. Lucas keeps a fatherly eye on
the Platoon. L /C p l. Hilson is away on a course
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at Netheravon; we hope that he is maintaining
the Mortar tradition of being almost a per
manent fixture at the “ Dog and Gun.”
At Brilon the Platoon became expert at the
difficult art of vehicle recovery; we have man
aged to provide a few hints to the M .T. on
request. Our Platoon training has now reached
a high standard as was recently demonstrated
during live firing at Hohne. On the cry of
“ Misfire,” one of the crew (no names, no packdrill) decided that one bomb in the barrel was
insufficient and a second bomb was just the
thing to clear a misfire, and was rapidly stopped
by a well aimed boot.
M .M .G P l a t o o n
In December all that will remain of the
Machine Gun Platoon will be an instructional
cadre staff consisting of Lt. H. D. Lucas, Sgt.
Tucker, L/C pls. Arter and Eckton. Sgt. Collinson has already left us to go to “ C ” Company;
we certainly miss his cheerful presence.
Cpl. Wylie is now a powerful and influential
Company Clerk. Cpl. Chapman, Ptes. Gillies,
Ellis and Kennedy have recently left us for the
jungle of civilian life; we wish them the best
of luck. At Brilon the Platoon cooks, Sgt.
Collinson and L /C p l. Beckwith, made a great
name for themselves by providing excellent
meals in any circumstances. The cry “ Pan
cakes ” was once heard. The Platoon had a
most enjoyable stay at Sennelager firing for the
M .M .G. Cup in October. Although the final
shoot was disappointing, we all learnt a lot and
one gun team, consisting of Ptes. Chetwood,
Wilton and Dawson 68, put up a magnificent
performance.
The Administrative Inspection has left the
Machine Guns with the most decorative trans
port in the Battalion. Due to a shortage of
paint one Champ was left with a bright green
undercoat and another with a bright red one.
Joy-riding is now obviously a thing of the past.
A n t i- T a n k

and

A ssa u lt

P io n f . hr P l a t o o n

The Anti-Tank and Assault Pioneer Platoon
under the guidance of Lt. Dodd, has during
the last three months b:comc “ Jack of all trades
and master f f every one.”
At the beginning of September the majority
of the Platoon went on a well-earned leave to
the U.K. The remaining few were confronted
with the task of constructing the various
obstacles for the Tattoo, under the care of Capt.
Paxton, on th* Battalion Square. The week
following, the Platoon went to Hohne to verse
the Assault Pioneers amongst us in the art of
anti-tank fire. After Brilon the Platoon found
itself in the middle of an administration scare in
which we managed to gain a favourable report,
after burning a considerable amount of mid
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night oil. Close on the heels of this was Senne
lager, where the Platoon spent three days, un
fortunately without Cpl. Higgins, who was in
hospital having an operation. T h ese three days
proved to be very exciting, letting off in the
region of a hundred and fifty pounds of explo
sive on delapidatcd German bunkers.
T h e Platoon football team has met with con
siderable success, so far winning five out of a
total of six matches, four of these being against
other Companies. A lot of this credit must go
to Pte. Rogers, who has always organised the
team and scored the majority of goals.
R E G IM E N T A L B A N D
Since the amalgamation the Band has had a
very busy time indeed with Regimental and out
side engagements. All members of the Band
have worked hard and things have gone very
well. Among our recent engagements, some o f
the more important have been the Brigade
Flower Show and the Beating of Retreat on
August 2, the Regimental Tattoo and Beating of
Retreat on September 6, followed by a M ilitary
Band competition against an ex-Germ an Arm y
Band, from which we emerged the victors and
proud possessors of an engraved cup; this
trophy now occupies a position of honour in
the Band Office and is on view to all. Inci
dentally, our programme for this competition
was: March “ Nibelungen ” ; Overture “ Pique
Dame ” ; Waltz, “ Espana ” ; Tone poem “ F in la n d ii” ; Incidental Music to Act I I I “ Lohen
grin ” ; March “ Pomp and Circumstance No.
I ” and fanfares by the Fanfare Trumpeters.
Following these engagements came the Inter
national Ladies’ Football match between Hol
land and Germany on November 2, “ Admin.”
Parades for the R .A .S.C ., R .E .M .E ., R .A .M .C .”
and, of course, our own. Other parades at which
we performed were the St. Barbara’s D ay
Parades for the R .A . and R.A.O .C. and also the
Remembrance D ay Parade and Service for the
Garrison.
T h e Dance Band has been very much in
demand, and now that the festive season is
about to begin, the requests are coming in fast
and furious.
We had a trio down to the German Broad
casting Studios in Cologne to do two recordings
for the British Forces Network. One pro
gramme has iust been broadcast and the other
will probably be on the air shortly. T h is was
a good experience for the majority of the Band,
as it was the first time they had ever played in
a proper studio.
T h e strength of the Band is quite good, but
we can always find room for a good player who
will help to maintain the verv high standard
which we have in the Band. That must be all
for now, so until the next time, Cheerio.
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There have been no major functions in the
last three months although November was an
eventful month. On Wednesday, the 5th, we had
a very informal supper with dancing to records
after the Battalion firework display. On the n th
we had a family cocktail party to say good-bye
to Major Sandy and Mrs. Paddy Hefford on
his departure for Bury St. Edmunds. This was
a special occasion, because, although we hope
to see something of them when the Battalion is
in England, Major Hefford will be leaving the
Army shortly and nothing short of a miracle
could bring him back to the Battalion. We wish
them the best of fortune at Bury and thereafter.
November 12 saw another farewell, this time
to the Brigade Commander, Brigadier P. H. W.
Brind, D.s.o., o .b .e ., who was very satisfactorily
dined out. He did not actually hand over com
mand for a couple of weeks, so was with us
again, this time for lunch, on the 19th, the day
of the Administrative Inspection. Our best
wishes go with him to the Imperial Defence
College. On the 28th 'his successor, Brigadier
P. W. G. Pope, d -S.o ., M .c., who was attending a
study day, had lunch in the Mess. Other
departures are Capt. John Oldfield and Lt. Peter
Chapman, both of whom have left us on their
way to Aden; Lt. Arthur Smith for civilian life
and Major David Smith of the West India
Regiment, who was fittingly seen off after a
memorable and most successful attachment. By
the time you read this Capt. and Mrs. John
Miseroy will have left for Camberley, where he
will attend the Staff College. Against all these
departures we can set the arrival of Capt. and
Mrs. Michael Duffie and we welcome them to
the Battalion. We congratulate Major Desmond
Browne on notification of the award of Ahli
Mangku Negara in the most distinguished order
of Pangkuan Negara in the Merdeke anniversary
honours list of the Government of the Malayan
Federation. The award is for his part in the
arrangements for the visit of H.R.H. The Duke
of Gloucester and the Coronation of the Yangdi-Ratuan Agong as supreme head of the
Council of Sultans when the Federation was first
formed. We congratulate also David and Sacha
Wells on their wedding and wish them every
happiness. May he soon be out of plaster.
S E R G E A N T S ’ M E SS
How time flics! Six full months have already
passed since Amalgamation, months that have
been full and varied, with life moving at a fast
and exciting tempo. The Summer (such as it
was) has given way to the dull, grey, sulphur
laden skies that only Dortmund knows.
Since the end of the training season we have
been actively and somewhat feverishly preparing

for the Administrative Inspection, Range classi
fication, winter training and Christmas, in that
order. The Administrative Inspection being
safely (we hope) overcome, and intensive winter
training an established fact, we are able to spare
a thought towards the Christmas festivities. The
Mess Committee has already produced its pro
posals, and these coupled with the overall
Battalion programme, promise what well could
b? “ The best Christmas ever.” Anyway, more
of that in the next issue. Our social activities
have in no way been affected in spite of the
amount of work being achieved. T he weekly
whist drive, tombola and social evening activi
ties still flourish, and “ Cold Flap,” so ably run
by Sgt. McNamee has enabled the Christmas
Draw sales to almost reach the 2,000 ticket mark.
Two very successful Games Evenings against
our Infantry Workshops and H.Q. R.A.S.C. have
been held, and although the actual results have
never been produced, everyone agreed that they
have been first class.
We are glad to welcome new faces into our
Mess in C /Sgt. Hewitt, Sgts. Burchell, Smith,
George and Bennett, together with Mrs. Bailey,
Mrs. Driscoll, Mrs. George, Mrs. Smith and
Mrs. Pettitt. A hearty welcome is extended to
all, with the usual but sincere wishes that their
stay will be a long and happy one. Th e inevit
able departures have included C .S.M . Driscoll
to 5th Bn. The Northamptonshire Regiment,
T A ., as R.S.M . Congratulations to him
on a well earned promotion. C .S.M . Charlesworth has left to join the 1st Bn. The Hertford
shire Regiment, T.A., and C /Sgt. Bowman has
gone to Bury St. Edmunds as Brigade Depot
O.R.C.S. Our good wishes for every success go
to them all. Temporary Mess residents in U.K.
are Sgts. Hardy, Faint and Dallimore, all on
various courses and due to rejoin in the New
Year.
Congratulations are due to C /Sgt.
Jerrome on passing his 1st Class A.C.E. and
D /M . Simmonds, Sgts. Collison, Dallimore and
Shorter on passing the subjects sat for. Well
done, a ll! It’s another step towards that coveted
crown.
We take this opportunity of wishing all
readers our very best wishes for a happy and
prosperous New Year.
C O R PO R A LS’ M E SS
Now that the summer training season has
ended, and the annual Administrative I n f e c 
tion is over, we have managed to take a deep
breath, relax slightly, and attempt to review the
somewhat hectic events of the past few months.
In making such a review, we feel sure that our

0

The new Regimental Journal will be published in
May. 1959. We invite the attention of readers
to the Editorial on page I 55.
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readers will agree when we say that as a
Corporals’ Mess we are a lively and integral
part of the Battalion and can justifiably claim
that we have helped in forming our new Regi
ment. The autumn training season ended with
a series of Brigade exercises, and on our return
to barracks we were faced with the Adminis
trative Inspection. This having been safely
overcome, we are now deeply involved in Senior
N.C.O.s’ cadres, specialists’ training, shooting
and the like. With Christmas and all that it
portends, just three short weeks away, it will
be seen chat life is fairly full. We have, how
ever, managed to find time to enjoy ourselves
socially. We have held a very successful
games evening in our M ess, an event that we
intend to hold monthly throughout the winter
months. Following our recent Mess Dinner,
we are holding a Christmas Dance to which all
other Corporals’ Messes in the Garrison will be
invited. We challenged the Sergeants’ Mess to
a Hockey game, but unfortunately the “ Old and
Bold ” proved too cunning for us, gaining a wellearned victory by two goals.
Once again postings and releases have taken
their toll, and we have said good-bye to some
of our longer serving members, the most notable
being George Bedford, wbo has left us for the
rigours of the M .T . School at Bordon. How
ever, we have been pleased as always to welcome
new faces into the Mess and our heartiest con
gratulations go to one and all. Promotions in
clude L/C pls. Hunt, Showier, Leeks, Wylie,
Barnes, Gill, Kirk, Squire, Orchard, Tunbridge,
Webb, Hall, Hart, Madlin and Stoeri to full
Corporals. Ptes. Denny, Morgan, Donovan,
Sedgewick, Woolf, Dedman, Walker and Catlin
have entered the Mess, having successfully
passed their junior N.C.O.s* cadre. Well done,
all. We were sorry to lose Cpl. Smith to the
Depot, but in his place we welcome L /C p ls.
Cornish and Shephard from the Regimental
Depot. Congratulations are also due to Cpls.
New, Wardle and Layland on acquiring marital
status, and to Cpls. Ball and Wickham on the
recent additions to their families.
We continue to hold our own in the world
of sport, with Qpl. Webb performing as a
prominent member of both the Brigade and
Bittalion football teams and Cpls. Baltics and
Mundie both appearing regularly in the Batta
lion hockey team. Cpls. Squire, Stoeri and
L/C p l. Skingsley have been running extremely
hard and well for the Battalion Cross Country
team. All are to be congratulated on being such
able performers. A final word of praise for
L /C ol. Dawson on his fine performance as
“ G erald” in the Garrison Dramatic Society
play “ When We Are Married.”
In conclusion, we would like to wish all old
friends wherever they may be, “ A Happy New
Year” .

REGIMENTAL DEPOT
T H E 3rd E A S T A N G L IA N R E G IM E N T
(i6/44th FOOT)
Events during the period since the October
issue of The Wasp and The Eagle were con
fidently expected to be of a more leisurely tenor
than those of the preceding months, but this has
not proved to be the case.
October was the month scheduled for our
Administrative Inspection and was the occasion
of the first visit to us of Major-General D. E. B.
Talbot, c .b .e ., D .s.o., M .c., G.O.C., East Anglian
District, who spent a full day at Warley and
seemed not displeased with our way of doing
things, though, as usual, the one person we did
not want him to meet was the very first man he
spoke to in the dining hall!
On October 28 both the Colonel of the Regi
ment—Lieut.-General Sir Reginald F . S.
Denning, K.C.B., C.B., and the Associate Colonel
— Brigadier C. M . Paton, c v .o ., c.b.e., d a .,
came to see us and at the dinner given that
evening General Denning was presented with a
suitably inscribed wood carving of the crest of
the Regiment. T he occasion was a memorable
one and we were very pleased that Lt.-Cols.
Robert Humbert and Walter Phipps were also
able to be with us. Lt.-Col. Phipps also came
to see us on November 22, when he took the
Salute at the Passing-Out Parade and had some
kind words to say on the standard of the
recruits’ drill.
Lt.-Col. Alan Young, the Regimental
Secretary, having handed over his former duties
to M ajor Derek Tewkesbury at Bedford, has
now joined us and may be seen groping his way
through the gaps in the fog. He is already firmly
convinced that Warley is the coldest spot in
England.
T h e Sergeants’ Mess have finally and sorrow
fully said goodbye to C .S.M . Cassidy, who has
retired to the wilds of Hampshire, and we are
very glad to welcome back C .S.M . Archer after
a long spell in Hospital.
T he Corporals are at the moment busily
organising a pre-Christmas party which is
scheduled to include a visit to the Windmill
Theatre. We are in no doubt that the voting
for this particular show was unanimous.
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Wasp

Thu Hertfordshire
Regiment (T.A.)
As was forecast in our last notes a joint T.A ./
Cadet Exercise was held 'over the week-end
October 18/19 in Miunden Park near Watford.
It was a frontier (Patrolling and agent snatch
ing operation) which enabled nearly 200 troops
to be employed most of the time. This was as
well as the night turned misty and cold, but
such was the activity that not many noticed it
and, thanks to the Quartermaster’s Staff, large
quantities of hot food and tea did the rest. Two
of the local papers were most co-operative and
some excellent photographs of patrol activity by
night were taken and published by them. This
was our first large scale co-operation with the
Cadets and it went with a swing right from the
start, which is good encouragement to us to try
it again.
During the week-end December 6/7, thanks
to Major Dyer’s friends in the Senior Service,
about 100 of the Battalion spent the week-end
as guests of The Royal Navy at Portsmouth. On
the Sunday we visited H.M .S. Victory and
H.M.S. Vanguard in the morning and, after an
excellent lunch in the Naval Barracks, we were
taken round, in the afternoon, various sub
marines attached to H.M .S. Vernon. Major

Dyer was able to take some excellent photo
graphs, one of which is published in this
■lumber.
The C.O., Col. Humbert, was not designed
for the Submarine Service and we nearly sent
for the Fire Brigade, when he decided to enter
a Conning Tower through a hatch, the diameter
of which was about half his own.
It was a most successful and interesting visit
and we were treated to hospitality which norm
ally you only read about. Our thanks to our
hosts for this insight into the Senior Service
are very heartfelt indeed.
Our Annual Permanent Staff Dinner was held
on December 12, and at it we realised very fully
what the amalgamation of the 16th, 44th and
56th Foot mean to us. We now have a Training
Major and all our P.S.I.s, except one, from
“ The Pompadours,” and a great credit to their
Regiment, they are too. Sgt. Wilson, our
M .M .G. Sergeant from Watford, has decided to
become a regular soldier and has joined the 3rd
East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot) and,
at present, is undergoing training at The Regi
mental Depot at Warley.
As we understand that this is the last issue
of The Wasp in its present form, may we take
this opportunity of congratulating the Editor
on an excellent pub’ication and we look forward
to the first issue of The Wasp and The Eagle,
to carry on a fine tradition.

[Photograph by 44 West H erts Post,” Watford
Exercise “ Black Swart ”

A patrol sets out.
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[Photograph by Major I. C. Dyer
Visit to the Royal Navy, Sunday, December 7.

H.M.S. “ Vanguard."

[photograph by M West H ern Post,M Watford
Exercise “ Black Swan.” The “ Ops ” Room.
Left to right: Sgt. Fairclough, Lt.-Col. R. A. Humbert, Major I. C. Dyer, Major C. Simmons.
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[Photograph by

West Herts Post ” Watford

Exercise “ Black Swan.” Cadets in a Bren gun
position.
S top P r e s s

On Sunday, December 21, the Battalion beat
the 4th Bn. T h e Suffolk Regiment (T.A) in the
final of the 54th Division (T.A.) Football Com
petition, score 6—o. We now play the 44th
(Para) Field Regiment (R.A.), (T.A.) in the
Inter-Divisional Football Competition Final.

Th e Battalion has lost valued friends.
R.S.M . Mann, who served with us for many
years as P.S.I. and R.S.M ., has been posted
to the 4th. Bn. T he Royal Norfolk Regiment
(T.A.). His tremendous enthusiasm, his ex
ample and his sterling service endeared him to
all members of the Battalion by whom he will
be long remembered. All good wishes go to
him in his new appointment, but we hope he
will always be a “ Bedford.” He has been
replaced by R.S.M . Willmott, who joined us
from the Depot of the Essex Regiment. Having
done one tour with the Territoriil Army, he
knows the form. We welcome him to the
Battalion and hope he enjoys his tour with us.
It is just as well he is a shooting “ fiend,” plays
cricket and hockey. It will not be long before
he is a fully-fledged member of the Battalion.
A great blow to us was the sad news of the
death of Sgt. Kaye. Almost a foundcr-member
of the Battalion, he typified all that was best in
the T.A. soldier. His keenness and enthusiasm
and cheerful personality will be missed par
ticularly as regards the Corps of Drums. It will
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[Photograph by : Norman Verby, Bedford
The Band ■— Annual Campy 1958.
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[Photograph by : Norman Verby, Bedford
5th Battalion The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Officers — Annual Camp, 1958.

not be easy to replace him.
Another “ old
timer,” who is retiring to his country retreat,
is Mr. “ Buck ” West, our civilian chief clerk.
He has been a tower of strength in the office
for many years and he will be missed. It is nice
to know that he will be continuing as a T.A.
soldier for at least another year.
The Territorial Association have decided to
re-introduce the award of Lord Lieutenant’s
Certificates. These were awarded to volunteers
for devoted and outstanding service over a
period of years. T he first presentation was
made by the Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire,
Major Simon Whitbread, J.P ., on December 11.
We congratulate the following on being
awarded certificates: Sgt. F. S. Burgess, W.O.II
D.C.B. Cowley, W.O.II W. G . Harlev, W.O.II
H. J. West, Sgt. R. Fuller, Sgt. C. BlighBingham, m .m ., Cpl. F. J. Strange, Cpl. H. J.
Gower, W.O.II F. H. Gurney, Sgt. J. E. Tavlor,
C /Sgt. F. R. A. Jay, L /C p l. R. Pil!, L /C p l. J.
W. Roe, L /C p l. W. G . Mead, Sgt. R. W.
Roberts, C /Sgt. M. P. Reeves, Sgt. E. H. John
son, Sgt. P. C. Smith (A.C.C.).
The winter routine is in full swing. The
newly-inaugurated Company monthly training
days have proved most successful. Attendance
has been most remarkable and proved the suc
cess of this experiment. Another innovation is

a mobile demonstration team, consisting of an
Infantry section, two lecturers, instructors,
specialist personnel and the weapons. This team
goes out to areas nominated by the County
Cadet Commandant and gives demonstrations,
lectures and trains the assembled cadets. It
has proved to be most successful and will un
doubtedly prove beneficial to the Battalion.
Some 70 volunteers and 20 cadets, under the
Command of Major J. Darville, took part in
exercise “ Deer T re k ”—an R.A_F. survival
exercise. It took place in Norfolk. The
Battalion detachment was responsible for a
large slice of Norfolk and were successful in
capturing six aircrew. A great time and a lot
of fun was the opinion after the exercise. No
doubt next year the whole lot will want to go
out.
The Regimental Band has eased up on its
programmes after a most hectic spring and
summer. They played for the Battle of Britain
parade in Bedford, and were hard pushed to
meet all demands on Remembrance Sunday.
The Corps of Drums were most unfortunate to
lose the Brigade Corps of Drums Competition
to the 5th Bn. The Northamptonshire Regi
ment by two points. The standard was very
high again and the competition keener than
ever. As the Cup is considered to be ours by
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[Photograph by : Norman Verby, Bedford
The Warrant Officers’ and Serglants’ Mess — Annual Camp, 1958.

right of many wins, it must be brought back
into our keeping next time. The Drums seemed
to be all over the County on November 9;
how they managed to cope with the engage
ments and requests will never be known.
The big event for us was the Regimental
Remembrance Sunday.
It was entirely our
responsibility this year to organise the Church,
the parade, and cater for the past and serving
members of the Regiment afterwards. It is
sufficient to say that the events went off
smoothly. The standard was up to that c f previ
ous years. We are satisfied. Having done it
once, we can take it on again and improve on
our efforts. As the Remembrance Sunday will
be reported elsewhere, no further mention will
be made in these notes.
The Battalion took part in a display at Messrs.
Bagshaw’s at Dunstable, and at the Odeon
Cinema, Luton. They were both successful
and have produced some recruits. Talking of
recruits, the faster we bring them in the greater
the loss—to the Regular Army. This last year,
14 members of the Battalion have enlisted into
the Regular Army, six from the Band and eight
from Companies. The greater proportion of
these are ex-cadets. It is quite obvious that they
have liked the soldiering they have done in
the Battalion and decided to make it a career.
It seems to be a far better and more efficient way
than National Service, and says a let for the
Battalion itself.

E X T R A C T S FRO M
TH E LO ND O N

G AZETTE

REGU LA R ARM Y
yrd East Anglian Regiment (16th/44th Fool)
Major D. T . Tewkesbury,
retires on
retired pay, September 28, 1958
(Reserve
liability).
Capt. A. G . R. Makepeace retires receiving a
gratuity, October 1, 1958, and is granted the
hon. rank of Major. (Reserve liability).
Capt. D. G . Hillyard retires receiving
a gratuity, October 3 1, 1958. (Reserve liability).
R egu lar A r m y S

hort

S e r v ic e C

o m m is s io n

3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot)
Major D. R . Holmes (Employed List 4),
relinquishes his commission on completion of
service, September 1, 1958, and is granted the
hon. rank of Major.
R eg u lar A r m y N

a t io n a l

S e r v ic e L

ist

3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot)
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2 /Lieuten
ants, July 5, 1958: —
Daniel David Lawrence.
John Francis Longhurst.
Rex Edwin Merry.

3

L

R egular A r m y R e s e r v e
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O f f ic e r s

3 rd East Anglian Regiment (161/1/441/1 Foot)
Lt.^Col. (Hon. Col.) R. W. Littlehales, o .b .e .,
having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong
to the Reserve of Officers, September 17, 1958.
Class 111
Lt. P. Sheridan-Pattersi n from Reserve of
Officers, Class 1, to be Lieutenant, May 18,
1958, retaining his present seniority.
Major (Hon. Lt.-Col.) W. A. Whittaker having
exceeded the age limit, relinquishes his com
mission, October 15, 1958, retaining the hon.
rank of Lt.-Colonel.
Class II I
Lt. A. J. Scotcher from Reserve of Officers
National Service List, to be Lieutenant, June 4,
1958, retaining his present seniority.
Michael Ernest Holmes, 'ate Bedfs. Herts.
Short Service Commission, to be 2/Lieutenant,
September 24, 1958.
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Lt.-Col. C. A. Southey having exceeded the
age limit, ceases to belong to the Reserve of
Officers, November 15, 1958.
Lt.-Col. P. O. B. Sherwood (Employed List),
hiving exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong
to the Reserve of Officers, November 29, 1958.
R e g u la r A r m y R e s e r v e o f O f f ic e r s
N a tio n al S e r v ic e L i s t

3rd East Anglian Regiment (161/1/441/1 Foot)
Lt. B. J. Montague, Bedfs. Herts, from T.A.
National Service List to be Lieutenant, July 29,
1958, with seniority January 15, 1956.
T E R R IT O R IA L A R M Y
Bedfs. and Herts. Regiment
Lt. R. C. Tomkins is granted the acting rank
of Captain, June 25, 1958.

HERTFORDSHIRE A.C.F. OFFICERS, 1958.

[Photo by : T. E. Howe, 24, High Street, Chatham

Back ro w : Lis. P. C. Proctor, K . J. Reed, A. P. Girwood, T. W’. C. Grav, H. G. Day, J. S. Crossland,
IV. R. Davis, 2/L t. D. J. G . Andrews, Lt. D. Huckle, 2/L t. W. J. H. Bambnck, U/O. E. A. J. Cowling.
Third row : Lt. C. J. Drury, Capts. G. E. Knott, E. J. Treeves, R. F. Davis. G. T. Berry, 2 /Lt. H. Clow,
Capt. T. H. Caldwell, Lis. P. F. Burgess, J. Cousins, P. W. Gilks.
Second row : Capts. R. S ’. Gunning, P. R. C, Stephens, M .M.. T. R. Davis, F. Holt, E. J. Francis,
Majors A. J. Smith, A. J. Vigus, M .B.E., ('apis. R. Ainslie, K . F . Ashwell, Rev. C. J. O. Bradley,
A. P. Culver, H. C. Everest.
Front row : Majors J. H. Harrison (County Medical Officrr), L. J. Fiddaman, F. C. Ravenscrofl, D. A. F.
Wood (C.O., 4th Cadet Regiment [Herts. Yeo.), R.A.), Lt.-Col. L. W. Giles, O.B.E.. M .C. (County Cadet
Secretary), Col. S. R. W. Burr, T.D. (County Cadet (Commandant), Lt.-Col. R. A. Payne (Deputy
County Cadet Commandant), Majors L. A. Wilton (C.O., is( Cadet Battalion, Herts. Regiment),
D. Marshall, R. W. Coates, Rev. A. B. Speed (County Chaplain).
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Capt. George Michael Thompson from
Reserve of Officers, Class III, Wilts, to be
Lieutenant, July 7, 1958, with seniority June 1 1 ,
J 954.
.
.
Lt. J. C. Crowson relinquishes his commis
sion, August 19, 1958.
Major C. J. Corkerton retires, October 1 1 ,
1958, retaining the rank of Major.
Lt. G. M. Thompson to be Captain, Septem
ber 17, 1958.
Capt. W. J. Sidey retires September 12, 1958,
and is regranted the hon. rank of Captain.
Lt. P. W. G . Dyer to be Captain, August I,
1958.
Lt. James Harry Ellis from Emergency Com
mission, Camerons, to be Captain, October 21,
1958.
Essex Regiment
CpL Duncan Maclachlan Stewart to be
2/Lieutenant (on probation), August 22, 1958.
T e r r it o r ia l A r m y N atio n al S e r v ic e L

is t

Bedfs. and Herts. Regiment
2/Lt. J. R. G . Watson from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, September 2, 1958,
with seniority March 16, 1957.
2/Lt. D. D. Lawrence from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, September 25, 1958,
with seniority July 5, 1958.
2/Lt. D. M. W. Simpson from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, October 14, 1958,
with seniority May 4, 1957.
2/Lt. R. T . Godber from Regular Army,
National Service List, R. Lincolns, to be
2 /Lieutenant, October 13, 1958, with seniority
June 29, 19572/Lt. J. R. G . Watson to be Lieutenant,
November 27, 1958.
Essex Regiment
2/Lt. S. J. Hawkins from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, September 16, 1958,
with seniority March 16, 19572/Lt. P. J. Tindale from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglan Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, September 29, 1958,
with seniority February 22, 1958.
2/Lt. D. Herbert from Regular Army,
National Service List, 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment, to be 2/Lieutenant, October 8, 1958, with
seniority June I, 1957.
T

e r r it o r ia l

A rm y R eserv e

of

O f f ic e r s

Hertfordshire Regiment
Major (Hon. Brigadier) M. R. L . Robinson,
O .B .E ., T .D ., having exceeded the age limit, ceases

W asp
to belong to the T.A . Reserve of Officers, Sep
tember 20, 1958, retaining the hon. rank of
Brigadier.
Major A. M . Bumett-Stuart resigns his com
mission, October 29, 1958, and is granted the
hon. rank of Major.

T e r r it o r ia l A r m y R

eserv e

of

O f f ic e r s

Essex Regiment
Capt. (Q.-Mr.) G . Litt having attained the age
limit ceases to belong to T .A . Reserve of Officers,
October 3, 1958.
Major (Hon. Lt.-Col.) E. J . Sheldrake, t .d .,
having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong
to the T .A - Reserve of Officers, October 18,
1958, retaining the hon. rank of Lt.-Colonel.
N

a t io n a l

S e r v ic e L

is t

Hertfordshire Regiment
2/L t. P. J. Hosking to be Lieutenant, April
30, 1957, with seniority September 20, 1956.
Lt. P. J. Hosking relinquishes his commission,
November 8, 1958.
T

e r r it o r ia l

A r m y G en eral L

is t

A r m y C a d et F o rce

Bedford
Arthur William Everitt to be 2/Lieutenant,
September 5, 1958.
Major (Hon. Lt.-Col.) Douglas Rhys Thomas,
o .b .e ., m .c ., d .l ., (late Bedfs. Herts, retired) to be
Lieutenant, August 22, 1958, with seniority
February 1, 1950.
Lt. L . J. W. Seekings, t .d . (Hon. Major, late
Camb. T.A.), resigns his commission, June 23,
1958.
Lt. H. Jakeman relinquishes his commission,
October 1 1 , 1958.
Herbert Victor Speed to be Lieutenant, March
10, 19582/L t. P. Fairhurst to be Lieutenant, Septem
ber 10, 1958.
Peter Alexander Gregory to be 2/Lieutenant,
September 18, 1958.
T he following Officer is awarded the Cadet
Forces Medal : —
A/Capt A. Harvey.
Hertford
Lt. A. A. Lamb resigns his commission,
March 3 1, 1958.
T h e following officers are awarded the Cadet
Forces M edal: —
A/Capt. A. P. Culver.
A/Capt. T . R. Davis.
L t. B. A. Coates.
L t. A. J. Scotcher (Reserve of Officers, Bedfs.
Herts.) resigns his commission, June 30,1958.

Fit for heroes
On land, on sea and in the air, Bovril products have
played their part in great achievements. They weathered the
Polar ice-caps with Scott, Nansen and Shackleton. They
sustained the valiant men of the 1953 British Everest
Expedition. They flew the Atlantic with Alcock and Brown.
They brought cheer and comfort to British Forces in two
World Wars.
For over 70 years Bovril has been a drink for heroes.
And a drink for families too. The Indian Scout in the back
garden benefits as much from its beefy goodness as does the
explorer in his wind-torn tent! Mothers all over the world
look on Bovril as a friend and standby. Fathers know its
cheering warmth. It has helped to bring comfort and
strength to millions. Millions yet unborn will put their
faith in Bovril.
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48 B R O O K S T R E E T , M A Y F A I R , L O N D O N , W. 1
(Opposite Claridge’s Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions.
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand in
our Mayfair workshops by the Best English Tailors
Telephones :

Mayfair

0945 — Camberley 498.

Telegrams:

" Militaita Wesdo, London”

DIIDENEY & JOHNSTON L“
M
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(Established 1892)

Grocers, Provision Dealers,
Wine, Spirit and Beer Merchants,
Bakers, Confectioners, Caterers

34-36 HIGH STREET, BEDFORD
COMMERCIAL,
PRESS, IND USTRIAL,
COLOUR AND WEDDING
& fa tfo g x a p A 0 i

Stores in all parti of the Town, and at Kempwon,
Flitwick. Woburn. Woburn Sands. Aspley Guise,
R idm ont. Stonv Stratford. St. NcoU. Huntingdon,
WnWwton. Market Deeping. Bignleswade, AmpthiU,
Leighton Buzzard. Winslow, Bktchley, Peterborough.
•
Restaurants at
34-36 HIGH STREET, BEDFORD

113 HIGH STREET
44 M ILL STREET

BEDFORD

T e le p h o n e ............................. Bedford 4382

( F u lly lic e n s e d )

AND PETERBOROUGH
Catering on and off our ptemiaea.
Large
accommodation at Bedford and Peterborough.
Telephone 6 m 1/ 2/3 B td /o rd

2*09 Peterborough
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The undermentioned Lieutenants resign their
commissions on the dates shown: —
Rev. H. H. Hoskins, September I, 1958.
E. H. Grimmer, May 30, 1958.
F. J. Wilson, May 30, 1958.
2/Lt. T . C. Dennis resigns his commission,
May 30, 1958Lt. K. M. Clarke from Old Swinford Hos
pital School Contingent, Combined Cadet Force,
to be Lieutenant, August 19, 1958.
2/Lt. V. Cockburn resigns his commission,
August 22, 1958.
The following officer is awarded the Efficiency
Medal (Territorial): —
A /M ajor R. W. Coates.

The
Regim ental Association
N o te s

fr o m

B r u n c h e s

1/5 “ Y E LLO W D E V I L S ” 19 14 /19 18 O.C.A.
T h e Reunion D inner
The annual Reunion Dinner took place at
the Queen’s Hotel, Chapel Street, Luton, on
Saturday, November 15. It was well attended
and the chair was taken by Mr. F. Clements.
After an excellent dinner, Mr. C. W. Gilder
rose to propose the toast of “ The Regimental
Association.” He spoke of the recent amalgama
tion of the Regiment with The I-lssex Regiment
and appealed to all members to attend the
Regimental Remembrance Day, to be held at
Kempston Barracks, Bedford, on November 16.
The President, Mr. A. Pakes, proposed the toast
of “ The Yellow D evils” O.C.A. In doing so
he mentioned that two comrades had passed on
to higher service since the last dinner. He
appealed to all members to rally round the
Branch and give it the support it deserved. He
stated the finances of the Branch had never been
better and this was due to the good work done
bv the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. Swales, and the
Hon. Secretary, M r. J. Ward. He had noticed
that the title of the autumn issue of the Regi
mental Journal had been altered to “ The
Wasp ” and “ The Eagle ”—a reminder of the
amalgamation of the Regiment with The Essex
Regiment. The future was uncertain but he
was confident that the “ Yellow Devils ” O.C.A.
would maintain its strength and prestige and
carry out its good work of distributing bene
volence among those members who fell on hard
times.
Mr. J. Ward, the Hon. Secretary,
responded and appealed to all members to
attend the monthly meetings.
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The toast to “ The Chairman ” was proposed
by Mr. H. Swales, the Hon. Treasurer, who
said it was a privilege and a pleasure to do so.
In M r. F. Clements they had a comrade who
was sincere in his work and under his chair
manship the Branch had made further strides.
He hoped that Mr. Clements’s health would
permit him to hold the office for a long time.
Mr. Clements, in reply, said it was an honour to
preside over such a live Branch and promised
the members that he would serve them to the
best of his ability. Mr. G . Davis, with due
reverence, proposed the toast of “ Absent
Comrades.” The remainder of the evening was
spent quite informally and a very happy night
ended just before midnight. Mr. C. W. Gilder
was the Toastmaster for the evening.
As in past years, the Regimental Secretary
planted a Cross in the Regimental Plot at the
Empire Field of Remembrance in memory of
those “ Yellow Devils ” who had made the
great sacrifice.
A very good representative number of
comrades attended the Regimental Remem
brance Day at Kempston Barracks, Bedford.
Mr. B. Plummer laid the wreath on the Regi
mental Memorial on behalf of the “ Yellow
Devils ” O.C.A., and Mr. J. Ward laid the
wreath in memory of the late Pte. Needham,
V.C., on behalf of his sister, Mrs. Baron.
What the future holds for further ceremonial
parades at Kempston Barracks is not known but
we hope they will continue. We were informed
by Col. Young that the Reeimental Week-end,
1959, would take place at Warley and that an
attractive programme was be in? arranged. This
is an outing the “ Yellow D evils” will look
forward to.
Arrangements will be made at the December
meeting for the distribution of Christmas
parcels, grants, e:c. Names have already been
sent to the local authorities for deserving cases
to receive the Mayor’s Christmas parcels.
With this issue of The Wasp, as we have all
known it and revered it, ends an historic career.
We shall all miss it and credit is due to the
officials responsible for running The Journal at
such a very high level— particular praise must
be given to our late Regimental Secretary—
Lt.-Col. A. C. Young. We were all very pleased
to hear of his new appointment.
The new Journal will be looked forward to
with ereat interest.
LO N DO N
The great event of the last quarter was our
annual dinner and dance, which was held at
“ T h e Deacons,” Walbrook, London, E.C.4,
on Saturday, November 22, 1958.
“ The
Deacons ” is an inn in the City of I.ondon
which has been redecorated in contemporary
style and is very attractive. It presented an
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[Photograph by Craine Roche & Co., 30, Chiltem Street, Baker Street, London, W.X

The London Branch Annual Reunion Dinner, November 22, 1958.

animated scene on the evening of November 22
as members of the London Branch, their wives,
friends and guests assembled for the annual
dinner. Among the guests were General Sir
Reginald Denning, the Colonel of the Regiment,
Lt.-Col. A. C . Young, the Regimental Secretary,
Major D . T . Tewkesbury, Secretary, the Bed
fordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Associa
tion, and members from other Branches of the
Regimental Association. Also members o f the
Essex Regiment.
Soon after 7.15 p.m. the assembled company
sat down in the attractive dining room to a very
good dinner which had a Christmas flavour to
it. After dinner die Toast to Her Majesty The
Queen was proposed by the Colonel of The
Regiment and was followed by the Toast to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother,
Colonel-in-Chief, whiah was proposed by Briga
dier C . A. D ixon, President Che London Branch.
“ The Regiment ” was then proposed by Mr. T .
J. Smirh, Chairman, the London Brandi.
General
Sir Reginald Denning replied, and
gave news of the Regiment, the progress of die
amalgamation, and stressed the importance of
the part played by old comrades and their
branches in the life o f The Regiment. He ex
pressed his delight at the presence of members
o f T h e Essex Regiment Association at Che
Dinner, and congratulated Mr. Aldridge, the
Hon. Secretary and his Committee on the excel

lent arrangements they had made for the
evening.
M r. T . J. Smith, Chairman, then proposed
the Toast of “ The Branch,” which was received
enthusiastically by all present. T h e final Toast
of the evening was that to “ Fallen Comrades,”
which was proposed by Mr. J . Drinkwater,
Vice-President of the Branch.
The Company then broke up to exchange
greetings and reminiscences, but, after a short
interval, the Staff had prepared the Dining
Room for dancing and the rest of the evening
sped by only too quickly as such enjoyable func
tions tend to do. When at about 1 1 p.m. the
party broke up, all agreed they had had a most
enjoyable time and expressed their thanks to
Mr. Aldridge and Che Committee for the good
work they had put in to ensure the evening
went so well.

H E R T FO R D
The 23rd Annual General Meeting was held
at the Drill Hall, St. Andrew Street, Hertford,
on Friday, October 24, 1958.
It was well
attended and our President, Major R . P.
Connell, took the chair. All members were
very sorry that our Chairman, Capt. W. F.
Sandys, m .b .e ., t .d ., did not seek re-election.
The Hon. Secretary, M r. C . Mansfield.
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expressed the appreciation of all members of
the Branch for the good work Capt. Sandys had
done during his twelve years of office as Chair
man. Major J. S. Townsend was then elected
Chairman and Lt. W. A. Moody Vice-Chairman.
On Friday, November 14, the Branch was
challenged to a .22 rifle shoot by the T.A.
Ladies’ Club. After an interesting shoot the
Branch won by a narrow margin. The best shot
of the ladies’ team was Mrs. Woolard with a
score of 92, and for the Branch Mr. G . S.
Stephen and Mr. A. Mansfield with scores of
92 each. After the match both teams adjourned
to the T.A . Club, where refreshments were
provided by the ladies.
On Friday, November 2 1, a darts match was
played against a team from “ The Gladstone
Arms.” After a very interesting game the
Branch won by 300. T he Branch Committee
was very pleased to see so many members of
the Branch turn up.
At Regimental Remembrance Day, on
November 16, at Kempston Barracks, we were
represented by twelve members, which, in view
of the fog, Which was very thick in places, was
quite good. Tw o of our members from Cheshunt, who missed the coach at Hertford, were
determined to get to Bedford and by various
means of transport arrived just after the wreath
laying ceremony. Well done—Bob Woods and
Arthur Hasler.

W A TFO RD
Our 21st Anniversary Dinner was held on
Friday, October 17, at our Headquarters, The
United Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Watford. One
hundred and fifty members, wives and guests
sat down to a very good meal and enjoyed an
excellent and entertaining evening.
Among those present w ere: Lieut.-General
Sir Reginald Denning, Colonel of the Regiment,
Brigadier Hanbury Pawle, Capt. J. S. Payne,
President of the Branch, Col. G . A. Anstee, Col.
I. W. S. Grey, Major A. E. French, Capt. E. B.
Spicer, Vice-Presidents of the Branch, Lt.-Col.
E. G . Fanning, President, Bedford Branch,
Lt.-Col. R. A. Humbert, O.C. 1st Bn. The Hert
fordshire Regiment, Lt.-Col. M . W. Holme,
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th
Foot), Lt.-Col. A. C . Young, Regimental
Secretary, The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot), Major M. R. C. Brightman,
Major D. T . Tewkesbury, Secretary, The Bed
fordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Associa
tion, Major E. E. Ashby, Major C. Simmons,
H ie Hertfordshire Regiment, Major I. C . Dyer,
Hertfordshire Regiment, Maior J. S. Townsend,
Hertford Branch, Capt. G . Harrowell, Watford
Branch, Capt. W. G . Cann, President, St.
Albans Branch, Capt. F W. Boutwood, Chair

man, Bedford Branch, Lt. W. A. Moody, Hert
fordshire Regiment, R.S.M . L . C . McKean,
Hertfordshire Regiment. Also representatives
from the Hertford Branch, Mr. C. Mansfield,
London Branch, Mr. J. Allen, the Old Contemptibles’ Association, the Royal Artillery
Association, the British Legion and the Watford
United Ex-Servicemen’s Club.
Capt. J. S. Payne, President of the Branch,
read the gracious replies (received from Her
Majesty The Queen and Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother in response to
messages of loyal greetings which had been sent
by the Branch. He also read a message of greet
ings received from Lt.-Col. T . J. Barrow, O.C.
1st Bn. The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot).
Proposing the toast of “ The Regiment,”
General Sir Reginald Denning said we could
not get away from the fact that T he Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regiment and The
Essex Regiment would have preferred to
remain on their own, but since it was decreed
that they must amalgamate they could not have
been more happy with the arrangements which
culminated in the amalgamation which took
place last June. He went on to say that a close
bond had already grown up between the two
Regiments. It was hoped that it would be
possible for the Battalion to return to England
in the Spring of 1959, for a short stay, before
going overseas again. During this period it was
also hoped that it would be possible to arrange
for the presentation of new Colours to the
Battalion.
T he Colonel of the Regiment concluded by
saying that the Regiment was indebted to the
Branches of the Regimental Association, such as
Watford, for the help and encouragement they
give to the activities of the Regiment. He
thanked Mr. Spiers, the Chairman, Mr. Packer,
the Hon. Treasurer, and Mr. Timms, the Hon.
Secretary, for their work in making the Branch
the success it was.
Col. Anstee proposed the toast to “ The
Branch.” He said that as the Branch had
attained its 21st birthday, it should have a latch
key. He, then, presented Capt. Payne, the
President, with a carved oak key, which, he
said, stood for freedom, power and trust, and
would, he hoped, unlock the door to a radiant
future.
Replying to the toast, Mr. Timms, Hon.
Secretary of the Branch for nearly 20 years,
gave a brief outline of the early history of the
Branch. He stated it was formed on February
22, 1937, and that present that night were Mr.
Warner, a member of the Foundation Com
mittee, and Mr. Gillingham, a member of the
original Executive Committee.
M r. Spiers, Chairman, thanked Capt. Payne
for coming all the way from Bournemouth for
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the dinner. He also chanked the officers and
Committee of the Branch for the loyal support
he had received during the past year.
A t the end o f dinner, General Sir Reginald
Denning presented the trophies to the winners
for 1958 of the Games Tournament. Mrs.
Doggett, of the Ladies’ Section of the Branch,
presented a cheque for £ 3 0 to the Branch, on
behalf of the ladies.
Dancing then followed to the music provided
by the M ayfair Dance Orchestra, under the
M .C . for the evening, M r. T . W. G . Thornton.
Among the many members present were the
following veterans: Mr. W . Littlechild (86), Mr.
C . T . Trussler (8i), an In-Pensioner of the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, M r. C . Waterman (82),
and M r. A . Parish.
When, as was inevitable, the party came to an
end, all those present agreed that it had been
an evening worthy of the 21st anniversary of
the Watford Branch and one they would long
remember.
ST. A LB A N S
Since our last report, th; Branch meetings
have been held on the first Wednesday of each
month at our Headquarters in the Harpenden
Road D rill Hall. They have been well attended
and everything possible is done to ensure that
all members attending have a pleasant evening,
including refreshments.
It is with regret chat we have to record the
passing on of two of our Comrades, both of
whom we shall miss very much. Ex-No. 1688
Pte. John Clarke died at the great age of 91.
He joined T he Bedfordshire Regiment in 1885
and served in India and in South Africa. He
served again in the 19 14 /19 18 War on Home
Service. He was a fine type of the old British
Regular Soldier and very proud that his regi
mental number was 1688. A wreath in regi
mental colours was sent by the Branch. Ex-Pte.
Henry Thom as Sihadbolt served in The Bed
fordshire Regiment during the 19 14 /19 18 War,
when he was wounded twice and won the M ili
tary Medal. In th ; 1939/45 War he served in
the Harpenden Section of The Hertfordshire
Home Guard. Unfortunately the Branch was
not informed o f his death until after die funeral
and was thus unable to be represented or send
a wreath.
Capt. W. G . Cann represented us at the Wat
ford Branch 2 1st Anniversary Dinner, which we
hear was a great success.
Unfortunately our visit to Bedford for Regi
mental Remembrance D ay was much hampered
by foi; and many o f our members who had
intended to go were unable to do so. We found,
on our arrival at Bedford that other Branches
had suffered in attendance for the same reason.
However, the fog lifted to give us a litde sun

W a ip
shine during the service. We take this oppor
tunity to thank the 5th Battalion and M ajor
Tewkesbury for all they did to ensure our com
fort and wish the latter every success as S ec
retary of the Regimental Association.
B ED FO R D
We were very pleased to meet so many exmembers of the Regiment at the Remembrance
Service on Sunday, November 16.
M r. Bob Thurley was able to attend and do
his last duty as Escort to our Standard, before
sailing to Australia to join his family, on
November 25. I am sure we all wish him well
in that much wanner country. H e is one of
our oldest members, in age, and in member
ship, and I am sure we shall all m iss him. We
have started recruiting amongst known exmembers of the Essex Regiment, and have
signed on our first. Our thanks must go to
Charlie Kentish who is always on the look out
for new members and tackles all and sundry
in the United Services Club in tihe same w a y :
“ What Regiment was you in ?” W e were sorry
to hear of the death of M r. W. G . Evans, who
was one of the first to join the Branch on its
formation. We are pleased to report that M r.
Cannon has now recovered from his illness and
is back again doing a lot of visking, on our be
half, in connection with Benevolence.
We have started the Inter-M ess and Club
League for this year, but very much regret that
the Depot Mess is not able to compete. Our
contestants for this season are the 5th BattaHcn
Sergeants’ Mess, th; 5th Battalion Social Club
and ourselves. At the moment the Social Club
are well out in front on points. Our team in
the United Services’ Games League continue to
turn up in force for each game, and at the
ment we are lying fourth in the league. In
this connection we are missing D oug Hammond,
who has been ill for some weeks and unable
to turn out for us. We w!sh him a speedy
recovery to good health.
At long last Charlie Kentish has been
informed that he is entitled to w ear the Com 
bined Services’ blazer badge for his prowess as
a boxer.
He won the Bantamweight Championship of
All India, the Imperial Services’ Boxing Asso
ciation Championship and the Territorial Arm y
Individual Championship. He is very pleased
with his new badge and it is thought that these
three titles to have been won by one individual
may constitute a record and investigations into
this are being carried out.

LU TO N
Since our last notes the Branch has suffered
a severe loss in the deaths o f two o f its
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members. Mr. F. Bennett passed away in St.
Mary’s Hospital, Luton, on October 5, and Mr.
C. E. Dagley died in a London hospital on
November 7. Mr. Fred Bennett served with
the 6th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment in the
19 14 /19 18 War and was, at one time, in exC.S.M . “ Lackery ” Wood’s Company. His cre
mation took place at Bedford on October 8.
Mr. Charley Dagley was a very popular
member of the Branch and was a former Chair
man. Until illness prevented him from carrying
out the duties he was Standard Bearer and as
such carried the Standard at its dedication and
also on the Victory Parade.
He joined the Regiment in 1921 and served
with the 2nd Battalion in India and Iraq, being
discharged to the Reserve in 1928, at Dover. On
the outbreak of the 1939/ *945 War be was re
called and served with the Military Provost Staff
Corps, reaching the rank of Sergeant. He was
discharged in 1945 and returned to his old job
at Vauxhall Motors, for whom he worked for
almost thirty years, the latter Dart of the time
as a foreman. He was taken ill in October, 1957,
and spent nearly all the time until his death in
hospital. During this period he was visited
regularly by members of the Branch and his
dependants were looked after bv both the Regi
mental and Branch Benevolent Funds. We take
this opportunity of thanking the Regimental
Secretary and the Benevolent Fund Committee
for the help given to both of these Old Com
rades during rheir illnesses.
Mr. Dagley was cremated at Golders Green
on November is , 1058, and the Branch was
represented bv the Chairman, C .S.M . J. Leech,
m .m ., M r. C. Everitt and Mr. H. Brown.
We are also sorry to have to report that on
Fridav, November 14, Mr. F. (Bowie) Rae col
lapsed while at work and had to be taken to
hospital. It is understood, however, that he has
recovered slightly and we hope it will not be
long before he is back at home.
The Brandi was represented bv a contingent
at The Regimental Remembrance Dav at Kem p
ston on November 16, and the Standard was on
mrade. We were glad to have some of our
Dunstable comrades on parade with us.
The Branch was also represented bv a con
tingent and the Standard at the Luton Memorial
Service on November 9.
6th B A T T A L IO N , 19 14-19 18, O.C.A.
The Annual Reunion Dinner was held at the
Bath House Hotel, Dean Street, London, on
Saturdav, April 26, 1958, and some 30 members
attended.
Lt.-Col. A. T . Hitch was in the chair and was
supported bv the Colonel of rhe Regiment,
Lieut.-General Sir Reginald Dennine, who
served with the 6th Battalion in rhe 1914-1918
War. T he guests were Lt.-Col. A. C. Young,

the Regimental Secretary, Lt.-Col. E. G.
Fanning and Mr. L . Butler from the Bedford
Branch.
T he toasts to Her Majesty The Queen, Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother,
Colonel-in-Chief and to Absent Comrades were
proposed by the President, Col. Hitch.
General Sir Reginald Denning then proposed
the toast to the President and in doing so spoke
of the forthcoming amalgamation of the Regi
ment and the splendid manner in which it had
been taken by both Regiments. He also spoke
of the invaluable co-operation the Regiment had
received from its Old Comrades and how their
loyalty and support meant so much to those who
were serving. Col. Hitch, in reply, thanked the
Colonel of die Regiment for his remarks and
assured him of the loyal support and co-opera
tion of the members of the 6th Battalion, 19141918, O.C.A.
Th e toast to the Visitors was proposed by Mr.
Harold Tong, M.M.
Lt.-Col. A. C. Young replied and in doing so
spoke of Regimental affairs and events to come.
Lt.-Col. Fanning also spoke and made a brief
but witty speech.
Finally, the Hon. Secretary,Mr. Johnny Day,
spoke of the affairs of the Branch in his
humorous and inimitable way. He paid tribute
to the late Mr. R. G. Game, who passed awav
on December 3, 1957, and also to Mr. Cyril
Bliss, who was, at the time, very ill in Harefield
Hospital. He spoke also of Mr. D. A. Odell,
who was 81 and owing to ill-health unable to
be with them that night.
T h e party then broke up to exchange greet
ings and reminiscences and finally when about
1 1 p.m. the party ended all agreed it had been
a great evening and one to be remembered.
D U N S T A B L E HOM E G U A R D (1944)
A SSO CIA TIO N
We held our Fourteenth Annual Dinner at
Th e Sugar Loaf Hotel, Dunstable, on Friday,
November 7, and the attendance of members
and friends was well up to averaee. There were
toasts to the Association and the Regimental
Association and then it was “ party time ” with
dancing and games to bring all into the picture.
Cant. Frank Mead, d .c .m ., our President, was
with us and we also had the pleasure of meeting
as our guests, Major and Mrs. Tewkesbury.
We had been looking forward to attending
the Annual Regimental Remembrance Sunday
at Kemoston Barracks, but an intense fog in the
Dunstable district shook our confidence, more
so as the Secretary had to definitely abandon
the idea of attending as the result of being
troubled with a severe chest cold. Further dis
appointment came with the knowledge that our
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President was also indisposed and unable to lay
the wreath on the Memorial. Our thanks are
due to the Branch representative who carried
out this duty for us.
Our social activities for the year are now con
cluded, and we concentrate on the activities of
our Rifle Club Section, who are still finding the
“ bull ” and are nicely positioned in the Winter
League.
With this last issue of The Wasp the passing
of an era is brought even more closely home.
We congratulate the Editor on having provided
us with such interesting numbers, and wish him
every success with the new Journal

MEMBERS JOINED THE REGIMENTAL
ASSOCIATION SINCE JULY i, 1958

Lt.-Col. A. Andrews, D .s.o., . . ., 98, Ware Road, Hert
ford, Her is.
Mr. R. G. Barton, 25, Elm Grove, Watford, Herts.
K. L. Chandler, Esq., c/o The Westminster Bank Ltd.,
Croydon, Surrey.
Capt. G. A. Chilton, H.Q., Home Counties District, Shorncliffe, Kent.
Mr. W. B. Cook, 105, Cardington Road, Bedford, Beds.
Sgt. N. J. Cox, c/o Army Information Centre, 105A, St.
Peter’s Street, St. Albans, Herts.
Mr. S. Ivory, 10, Granville Road, Luton. Beds.
Mr. C. E. Higgs, m.m., 12 3 A , Sandridge Road, St. Albans,
Herts.
Mr. M. H. Taylor (Staff), Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London,
S.W.3.
o b e

MEMBERS’ LATEST ADDRESSES

Mr. W. G. Aldridge
Mr. M. A. Allum ...
Capt. D. G. M. Anstee
Major E. E. Ashby ...
Major W. Berridge ...
C/Sgt. H. C. Boreham

Brigadier B. A. Burke, D.s.o.
Capt. J. P. B ushell.............
Mr. G. Challender ...
Major L B. Day .............
Mr. J. D ew ar.......................
Mr. S. Dudley
.............
Mr. F. W. E am es.............
Major J. R. E v an s.............
O.R.Q.M.S. T. Fewster ...
Mrs. P. R. Foss .............
Capt. V. A. French
Lt. M. W. G re e n .............
Mr. D. Hammond ...

i n , St. Hilda’s Way, Graves*
end. Kent.
19, Wood Crescent, Hcmel
Hempstead, Herts.
5th Bn. King's African Rifles,
P.O. Box 301. Nakuru,
Kenya Colony, East Africa.
9. Campbell Road, Bedford,
Beds.
4, Lancaster Avenue, Bedford,
Beds.
Regimental Depot. The 3rd
East Anglian Regiment
(16th/44 th Foot), warley
Barracks, Brentwood. Essex.
c/o Messrs. Llovds Bank Ltd.,
6 Pall Mall, London,
S.W .i.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot), “ Green
ways,” Havant Road. Homdean. Hants.
Brookside, Caravan Park,
Stagsden Road, Bromham,
Bedford.
Mill House. Harrold. Beds.
3, Greycoats. Shortstown, Bed
ford, Beds.
70. Springfield Avenue,
Kemoston. Beds.
c/o Messrs. Kodak Ltd.,
Hemel Hemostead. Herts.
c/o Messrs. Glvn, Mills and
Co., Holts’ Branch. Kirk
land House, Whitehall,
London. S.W.i.
Deoot. The Suffolk Regiment.
G ;braltar Barracks, Bury St.
Edmunds. Suffolk.
Hamoton Court Palace, East
Molesey. Surrey.
Regimental Deoot, 3rd East
Anglian Rnrm ent (16th/
4 4 th Foot). Warley Barracks.
Bre*>»wood. Essex.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
i6th/44th Foot), 78. North
Road. Hertford, Herts.
17. Hardwick Road. Bedford.
Beds.

Lt.-Col. E. M. Harper ... The Fountain Inn, Cowden,
Kent.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
Major C. R. Hefford
(i6th/44th Foot), c/o H.Q.,
East Anglian Brigade,
Gibraltar Barracks, Bury St.
Edmunds, Suffolk.
C.S.M. M. H ogarty............. No. 9 Travelling Wing, Col
chester, Essex.
Major T. S. La Fontaine East Cottage, Burton Hill,
Malmesbury, Wilts.
Band-Sgt. P. G. King ... 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot), Army Ap
prentice School, Chepstow,
Monmouthshire.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
Major H. M. Lloyd
(i6th/44th Foot), c /o The
National Provincial Bank
Ltd., 20 , High Street, Bed
ford, Beds.
Mr. A. H. Long ............. 22, Crosbie Close, Donnington. Chichester. Sussex.
Capt. G. C. L u c a s............. 4th Bn. Queen's Own Nigeria
Regiment, Ibadan, Nigeria,
West Africa.
Mr. A. N. Macintyre
11, Rose Terrace, Penh,
Scotland.
R.S.M. J. H. W. Mann
4th Bn. The Royal Norfolk
Regiment, Britannia Bar
racks. Norwich. Norfolk.
Major R. H. Medley
3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot).
The
Firs.” 43. Lower Park
Road, Camber lev. Surrey.
J. P. Morfey. Bsq................. 3, The Gallery. Ely. Cambs.
Major D. Milman, m.C. ... 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(16th/44th Foot). The Royal
Military Academy. Sand
hurst, Camber ley, Surrey.
Col. C. H. Miskin, o j .i .,
M.C.. T.D............................... *4 La d in ette,” St. Aubta,
Jersev. Channel Isles.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
Capt. J. R. Oldfield
(16th/44th Foot), Lark Hill,
Haynes, Beds.
Brigadier G. W. H. Peters,
51. Freshfields Road, Formby,
C.B.B., D.S.O., M.C.
Lancs.
Major J. R a y ....................... 17. Kings Avenue, Lough
borough, Leicester.
Major J. C. Richardson,
IJi.D. .................................. “ IIsham.” P.O. Trelawney,
Southern Rhodesia.
A. F. Rogers. Esq................. c /o Messrs. Lloyds Bank
Ltd.. 79 - Brompton Road,
London. S.W.3.
Capt. J. D. Rots ............. MCherry dale.” 181, Wood side
Road, Amersham. Bucks
Major J. C. Salazar. M.C 1st Bn. The 3rd East Anglian
Regiment (16th/44 th root),
British Forces Post Office
20.
Mr. J. Seamark ............. 40. Jarrett Avenue. Frindsburv. Strood. Kent.
Col. R. H. S e n io r............. 5 2 . Southborough Road, Bicklev. Kent.
Sgt. O. Smith
... ... 1st Bn. The 3rd East Anglian
Regiment (16 th/44th Foot).
British Forces Post Office
20.
Maior D. T. Tewkesbury.
57. Queen’s Drive. Putnoe,
M . B . I .............................................
Bedford, Beds.
Mr. S. H. T hom as............. 37. Wyatt Road. Kempston.
Reds.
Major R. J. V osser............. MO n m b e llo .” Horsell Rise.
Woking. Surrey.
Capt. J. A. Ward-Booth ... 107. King’s Ride, Cambcrlcy.
Surr^v.
Lt.-Col. G. E. J. Warland c /o National Overseas and
Grindlays Bank, 54- Psrtiamr»t Street. London,
S.W .i.
M. D. Wilson. Esq................ 3rd Cast Analian Regiment
( 16th ;44th FonO. “Roker.”
Troutstream Wav. Loudwater,
Rickmamworth.
Herts.
Mrs. M. Unthank ...
11. Lancaster Road, Great
Yarmouth. Norfolk.
Lt.-Col. A. C. Young
Regimental Headquarters. The
v d East Anatian Re**ment
(i6th/44th^ Foot). ^ Warley
Barracks, Brentwood. Bases.
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THE BEDFORDSHIRE AND HERTFORDSHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
BENEVOLENT FUND
1956

1027 To

Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 30th June, 1957
£
s. d. £ s. d.
1956
£
s. d.

Grants (less Refunds)
„ Annual Subscriptions:

N.AJB.R.S.S.A. ...
Soldiers and Sailors
Help Society ...
Nat. Inst, for Deaf
R.U.K.B. Assoc. ...
Lord Kitchener’s
Holiday Homes...
A.C.F. Association
King Edward VII
Hospital .............

25

2

25

5

„

1

„
48
53 .
13
2
17

8
24
89
9

—

__
7

1441

„

25 o o
2 2 0
1 1 o
10 10 o

25 o o
2 2 0
5 5 0

Donations :

R.U.K.B. Assoc ...
Bedfordshire Dis
charged Prisoners’
Aid Society
The Royal Alex
andra and Albert
School .............
Far East P.O.W.
Association War
M e m o r i a l in
El stow Church

Excess of Income
over Expenditure
for the year

71 o o

1000
6
20
—
23
9

2

0

0
5

2 0 O
7 7 O

General Expenses :

Memorial Wreaths
for
Deceased
M e m b e r s and
and Flowers (less
sales)
.............
Secretary and Com
mittee Travelling
Expenses .............
Postages .............
Cheques ..............
Printing and Stat.
P r o v i s i o n for
Auditor's F e e s
1956/57 ..............
Honorarium
and
Clerica Assist. . .
Lavirg-up of ist
Bn. Colours
Regimental Assoc,
for free issues of
The Wasp
Headstone
Rich
mond Cemetery
for two ex-members World War I
Expenses relating to
the unveiling o f:
Singapore MeC a s i i n o Mem.
Dunkirk Mem.
Sundry Expenses

1075 6 6

23
11 7 0

—
3
6

22 12 0
50 15 3
16 19 8
3 0 9

18 2 8

8 8 0
28 10 6
346

8 10 0

By Grant from Army
Benevolent Fund
,, Donations :
Sundry Persons...
ist Bn. Malpiaquet
„ Proportion of Sub
scriptions of Regi
mental Assoc. ...
3 i»t Dec., 1956
Under - Reserved
3i*t Dec., 1955
„ Subscriptions
Officers
.............
„ Premium on Conver
sion of £655 3%
Defence Bonds
Less Holt ft Co.
Fee*
..............
11 Refund of Income
Tax D u e .............
„ Grant from 1st Bn.
for Laying-up of
Colours .............
11 Remembrance Sun
day R e c e i p t s
Less Expenses ...
„ Interest on Deposit
Account .............
,» Interest on Invest
ments :
2}% Defence Bonds
3] %
Conversion
Loan
.............
3% London County
Council ... ...
3% Savings Bonds
(less tax)
...
3)% War Loan ...
3% War Loan ...
2 J °<> Savings Bonds
3%ritish Transport
3|% Defence Bonds
(Conversion Issue)

6 8 7
20 o o
27 o o
3 10 0

6 11 0
2 5 0

s. d.

£

1000 0 0
26

8

7

30 10 o
9 10 0

460

23 0 2
20 o 0
33 14 2
8 6 6

*5 7 8

16 15 8

5
18
20
31
100
30
57
51
22

0 0
1 4
13 6
2 6
14 10
o o
9 o
17 4
18 6

337 17 O

17 10 8

28 0 II

37 10 0
15 5 0
2 4 2

257 9 7

7® 12 o
jC*493 15 •

REPORT FOR THE YEAR JULY i, 1956.
TO JUNE 30, 1957
1.
Applications received for assistance during
the year showed a slight increase on those re
ceived during the year 1955/56. Applications
appear to fall into three main groups: —
(a) Age 60/80—mostly old age Pensioners
trying to eke out a small pension with

«44i

£1493 15 I

today’s rising prices. It leaves them little
money to spare for new clothes, bedding
or any form of luxury. A very deserving
group for assistance.
(b) 45/60— In this group most applications
appear to be based on illness on the part
of the man causing unemployment and
consequent hardship. When their savings
are exhausted they appeal for help.
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Balance Sheet as at 30th June, 1957
S u n d r y C r e d it o r s
P r o v i s i o n s
for
A c c r u e d E x p e n s e s ...
A ccu m u lated F u n d :

Balance ist July, 1956 12169 2
Excess of In
come over Expen
diture ........................ 78 12

46 n 9
15 15 o

Add

I2169

12247 H 7

1956
8

C a s h an d Po stag es
H and
C as h a t Ba n k :

45 Westminster Bank Ltd.
Glyn Mills and Co.
82 (Holts Branch)
Ditto Capital Cash
Account .............
Ditto Depost Account
in respect of re
payment of 3%
Defence Bonds and
632
Premium thereon
Sundry D

I ncom e
97

ebto rs:

Sundries
.............
Loans ........................
Cottage Homes A/c.
Regiment Assoc.

64

mbn t
Sto ck

T

ax
ue
of

D

i

In

s. d.

16 7
3 0 I
152 9 6
46 0

505 0 o

664 15 7

12 O O

39 10 0
25 O O
53 10 0

R e pay..............

130 o o
120 9 o

W reath s
F l o w e r s ..............
In v e s tm e n ts a t C o s t :

3 12 6
£1000 3% War Loan
1955/59
............. 1034 x 0
£200 2 j % Defence
Bonds ........................ 200 O O
£1729 3 % British
Transport Guaranteed
Stock 1978/88
1575 19 O
£1804/7/8 3% Savings
1543 2 II
4353
Bonds 1960/70
4353 a II
(Market Value at
30th June, 1957 :
£3670/11/2).
6

and

In v e s tm e n ts a t
N o m in a l V a l u e :

7037

£12197

£12310 1 4

3J% Conversion Loan 5*6 5
3J% Defence Bonds
Conversion Issue ... 655 O
3% London County
Council Consolidated
689 6
Stock 1962/67
3i% Savings Bonds ... 2298 3
2878
9
3 i % War L o a n .............
(Market Value at
30th June, 1957 :
£ 534<>/I«/ll).

C 12197

3
O
9
8
I

7037 4 9

£12310 I 4

I have examined the foregoing accounts of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association Benevolent
Fund for the year ended 30th June, 1957 . and have received all the information and explanations I have required. I certify
that in my opinion the above Balance Sheet shews the correct position of the affairs of this Fund according to the books and the
information and explanations I have received.
loo, Midland Road,
(Signed) HAROLD H. HARPER.
Bedford.
Certified Accountant.
16th January, 1958.

(c) 30/45—Most cases in this group base
their appeal for assistance on an emer
gency, such as illness, seasonable unem
ployment, an accident at work, etc.
2. A ll cases are carefully investigated and
much help and advice has been received from
Branches of the Regimental Association,
S.S. & A .F.A ., The Forces Help Society, The
British Legion, etc.
3. T h e average grant was £4 /4 /4. T h e average age of applicants was 54.

5. We received grants from T he Arm y Ben
evolent Fund totalling £1,000 during the year.
6. The following table shows the number of
applications made and the number o f grants
made and amount disbursed during the past
nine years:

Year

Applications

1949/50
1950/51
I 95I/S 2
1952/53

257
290
280
344
307

1948/49

Grants
172
214
280
293
284

Amount
disbursed
£685
£842
£10 47
£ 11 3 6
£ 12 17

THE A 380CIA TI0N 0 F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEM ENT PAGES.
67/68 JE R M Y N 8TREET. ST. JAM ES’S. S.W.I.
TEL. W H ITEH ALL *504.

Who said
S co tch ?

HILL THOM SON A CO . L T D , Edinburgh

THE ROYAL VICTORIA PATRIOTIC SCHOOL

M ade
in s ta n tly
rig h t in
th e c u p I
Printed in Great Britain

Bedw ell Park, Essendon, nr. Hatfield,
H ertfo rd sh ire
President: H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester, K.G.
This School educates the daughters of deceased
servicemen of the Armed Forces for purely nominal
fees, which do not exceed the pensions or allowances
paid by the Government. These cover all expenses,
including clothing. The School offers particular
advantages to children whose mothers are unable
for any reason to give them the full amount of atten
tion in the home.
Arrangements have been made with the Hertford
shire County Council, whereby girts attend local
schools for their schooling in accordance with their
individual aptitude. This practice offers better
opportunities than could be provided by any one
school. At Bedwell Park they receive coaching in
out-of-school hours, and instruction in the arts and
crafts and in music. There are also excellent facilities
for games. The health of the children is well looked
after and is much aided by a supply of fresh fruit and
vegetables grown on the estate.
Girls are accepted between the ages of 5 and 11
and may stay up to the age of 18 years. Every
endeavour is made to train each girl for some
suitable vocation on leaving.
Applications should be mode to:—

Th e Secretary,
Royal Patriotic Fund C o rporation,
64, V icto ria Street, London, S .W .I.

SUPPLEMENT No. 1 -P A G E THREE

T o make sure that this C hristm as

is a

joyful one, visit your Naafi shop as soon
as possible and see th e w ide selection o f
choicest Christm as fare

W h e re v e r you

may be Naafi can also supply toys, gifts
and all your Christm as needs— but be In
good time and o rd er early.

L.Tirfllli.dlM i

N A A F
IMPERIAL
S U m f M f N T No

1 - P A G t FO U «

C O U R T

I

The official canteen organisation for H M Forcet

■ K E N N I N G T O N

L ANE

•

L O N D O N

■ S.E.II
Pn«i«d ,« G iw l
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263
£1073
277
1953/54
241
£978
235
1954/55
229
£1026
230
1955/56
237
£1075
243
1956/57
7. The breakdown of rhe applicants for
1956/57 is as follows: —
.......................
Ex-Regular Soldiers
Ex-T.A. and V olunteers.......................
Ex-National Servicemen of both Wars
Widows and Dependents
.............

108
57
42
36
243

21 only were members of The Regimental
Association.
9 applicants served in The Hertfordshire
Regiment.

“ Jo lly g o o d M u stard ! ”
A popular verdict o f those
who regularly use

BEDFORD
PREPARED
MUSTARD

l/2d. and 2/- per jar
IT NEVER D RIES UP

3 applicants were serving soldiers.
8. The Regiment made its customary dona
tion to The Lord Kitchener Memorial Holiday
Home and eleven ex-members of The Regiment
spent a fortnight’s holiday at the Home during
the year.

Obtainable from the makers—

TAYLOR, BRAWN&FLOOD, LTD
C H E M IS T S

BEDFORD

9. The excess of Income and Expenditure for
the year amounted to £ 7 8 /12 /-.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR JULY
TO JUNE 30, 1958

1, 1957,

1. The number of applications received
showed a decrease on those of the previous
year, and the amount disbursed on grants was
much smaller.
2. The reasons for applying appeared to be
in all cases similar to those described in the
Annual Report for 1956/1957.
3. The average age of applicants was 56,
which showed a tendency to rise.
4. The average grant was £4.
5. Again die Regimental Fund Committee is
grateful for the help and advice they received
from Branches of The Regimental Association,
S.S. & A.F.A., The Forces Help Society, The
British Legion, etc.
6. The Committee is also grateful to the
Trustees of The Army Benevolent Fund Com
mittee for their generous grant of £950 received
during the year.
7. The following composite Table shows the
number of applications made and the grants dis
bursed during the last ten years: —

Year

Applications

Grants

1948/49
1949/50

257
290

172
214

—and from your Grocer

Amount
disbursed
£685
£842

1950/51

308

280

1951/52
1952/53
1953/54
1954/55
1955/56
1956/57
1957/58

344

293

307

277

284
263

241
230

229

243

237

231

235
208

£1047
£ 113 6
£ 12 17
£1073

£978

£1026
£1075

£794

8. The break-down of the applications for
1957/58 is : —
Ex-Regular Soldiers
...
............. ..... 95
Ex-T .A . and Volunteers.............
... 72
Ex-National Servicemen both Wars 36
Widows and Dependants
............. ..... 28
231
Three were serving soldiers.
Twenty-four were members of the Regi
mental Association.
Six had served in the Hertfordshire Regiment.
9. The excess of income over expenditure
for the year was £348/14/7.
10. »* Eight ex-members of the Regiment
enjoyed a holiday at the Lord Kitchener
Memorial Holiday Home at Lowestoft, to
which the Regiment made its usual donation of
£ 25-
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B E D F O R D S H IR E A N D H E R T F O R D S H IR E R E G I M E N T A L A S S O C IA T IO N
BEN EVO LEN T

FU N D

Incom e and Expenditure Account for the Y e ar ended 30th June, 1958

1957
1075 To Grants (less refunds)
„ Annual Subscriptions
24
N.A.E.R.S.S.A. ...
Soldiers’ & Sailors’
2
Help Society
National Institute for
1
the D e a f ..............
R.U.K.B. Associa11
tion 1957 & 1958
Lord
Kitchener’s
25
Holiday Homes .
A.C.F. Association
2
(see contra)
King Edward V II
Hospital (Provi5
sioa)
..............
,, Donations
Bedfordshire Dis
charged Prisoners
2
Aid Society
The Royal Alexan
dra and Albert
2
School ..............
Far East P.O.W .
Association W ar
Memorial in Els7
tow Church
—
S.S.A.F.A. ..............

£ s. d. £
25 0 o

s. d.

794 12 4

31
9
4
72 14 O

23
5i
16
3
18
29

8

18
28
38
15
—
—
—•
2
79

£ i4 9 3

23
—

By
,,

Grant from Army
Benevolent Fund
Donations

Sundry Persons ...
1si Bn. Malplaquet

s. d.

s. d.
950 o o

205 15o 6o

Proportion of Sub
scriptions of Regi
mental Association

15 6
26 0 o

31/12/57 Estimated
,, Subscriptions
Officers
.............
,, Premium on Conver
sion of £655 3%
Defence Bonds
>* Refund of Income
Tax due for the
yw
,, Grant from 2nd Bn.

10 o

O 2

for travelling ex
penses for M edjez
el Bab Memorial
,, Remembrance Sunday

50 0 o

..............
Less Expenses
25
. Interest on Deposit
17
Account .............
— », Proceeds of Raffle
„ Provision for Su b s c r i p t i on
to
A .C .F . in 1956-57
—
written back

G eneral Expenses

Memorial W reaths
(including £ 5 / 5 /Medjez el Bab
Memorial not re
covered from the
2nd Bn.) (less
Sales)
..............
24 8 0
Travelling Expenses 56 9 3
Postage
..............
17 14 7
2 0 6
Cheques ..............
26 10 10
Provision for
Auditor's Fees for
8 8 0
19 5 7 -5 8
................
Honorarium
fo r
Clerical Assist. ... 24 0 0
Regimental Associa
tion for free issues
of The Wasp
8 10 O
(provision)
Headstone, R i c hmond Cemetery
for two ex-mem
bers World W ar I ------------Expenses relating to
the unveiling of:
Singapore M e m . -------- —
Cassino Mem. . . . -----------Dunkirk Mem. ... — ------Medjez el Bab
Mem. Travelling
50 13 8
E x p en ses..............
Rangoon Mem.
II 2 5
E m p i r e Field
of Remembrance
Travelling Exoenses
12 II 0
and Wreaths ...
2 0 I
Sundry Expenses ...
Excess of Income
over Expenditure
for the year

1000
6
20

„

I I 0
16 16 0

5 5 0

1957

Receipts

8 8
I 10 8

19 7 6
2 o

„ Interest on Investments

118

(to 21/1/58) ...
3 J % Conver. Loan
3% London County
Council .............
3% Savings Bonds
(less Tax)
3|% War Loan ...
3% War Loan
2}% Savings Bonds
3% British Trans.
3i% Defence Bondi
(Conversion issue)
4 l% Defence Bonds
from 19 / 7/5 7 ...
Grant from 1st Bn.
for laying up of
Colours

3 19 IO
I 4
13 6

18
20
31
100
30

2 6
10
0
0

14
0
57 9
51 17

4

22 18 6
17 17 II

354 14

9

244 8 4

348 14 7

£1470

9 3

£*493

£1470

9 3

V L W mp
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Balance Sheet as at 30th June, 1958

1957

62

12 24 8

£

Sundry Creditors &
Provisions

Regimental Associa
tion for free
issues of The
Wasp for 3 years
Sundries .............

Accumulated Fund

25 10
38 2

Balance 1 / 7 /5 7 ••• 12247 14 7
A dd Excess of In
come over Expen
diture for the year
348 14 7

63

». d.

Cash and Postages in
Hand
.............
Cash at Bank

Westminster B a n k
Ltd..........................
Glyn Mills & Co.
Ltd.
(Holts
Branch) .............
Glyn Mills & Co.
Ltd. Capital Cash
Account .............
Glyn Mills & Co.
Ltd. for encash
ment of 2$% De
fence Bonds on
29 / 1/58 .............
Glyn Mills & Co.
Ltd. Deposit Ac
count ( c l o s e d
*9 / 7 / 57) .............

12

12596 9 2

Sundry Debtors

130

Sundries .............
ist Battalion
Loans
.............
Cottage Homes Ac
count for Repairs
Regimental Assoc.

£ s. d.

». d.

10 18
141

6

6 11

209 11 5
460

555 4 4
21 16 6
16 4 6

- 37 15 6
47 15 O
129 10 o

Income Tax Repay
ment
due —

1952 / 53- 1957/58

inclusive .............
Stock
of Wreaths
and Flowers
Investments at Cost

£1000 3% War Loan
1955/59
...
£505 4 i% Defence
Bonds purchased
19 / 7/5 7 .............
£200 2i% De
fence Bonds
cashed 29/1/58
£1729 3 % British
Transport Guar.
S t o c k 1978/88
£1804/7/8
3%
Savings B o n d s
1960/70 .............
4353
(Market value at
30th June, 1958,
£4052/19/2)

£

253 I 6
143 9 2
2 0 0

1034 1 o
505 o o
1575 19 O
1543

2 II

4658

2 II

Investments at
Nominal Value

£12310

£12660 1 2

3}%
Conversion
Loan
.............
3i°«', Defence Bonds
Conversion Issue
3% London County
C o u n c i l Con
solidated Stock
1962/67
3j% Savings Bonds
War -Loan
3 a% T7037
(Market Value at
30th June, 1958,
£ 5374 / 12 / 6 )
£12310

516 5 3
655 o o
689 6 9
2298 3 8
2878 9 I

7037 4 9

£12660

1

2

I have examined the foregoing accounts of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regimental Association Benevolent Fund
for the year ended 30th June, 1958, and have received all the information and explanations I have required. I certify that in
my opinion the above Balance Sheet shows the correct position of the affairs of this Fund according to the books and the
information and explanations I have received.
ioo, Midland Road,
Bedford.
5th September, 1958.

HAROLD H. HARPER.
Certified Accountant.
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ENGAGEMENTS
T A Y L O R — P A R R Y .— T h e engagement is an
nounced between Lt. David Taylor, The 3rd
East Anglian Regiment ( 1 6th/44th Foot),
younger son of Mr. and Mrs. A. T . F. Taylor,
of F riem Barnet, and Aubrey, only daughter
of M r. and Mrs. E. J. Parry, of Sidcup, Kent.

BIRTHS
Y O U N G .—On October 26, 1958, at Aldershot,
to Helen (nee Wells), wife of Capt. M. G . A.
Young, Royal Military Police, a daughter.
B U S H E L L .—On November 2, 1958, at Bed
ford, to Ju liet (nie Markham), wife of Capt.
J. F . Bushell, the 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot), a daughter.

OBITUARY
B r ig a d ie r - G e n e r a l V isc o u n t H a m pd en

We regret to report the death of
which occurred on Thursday, September
4, 1958, at the age of 89.
T h e late Viscount Hampden was a pro
fessional soldier who served with distinc
tion in the South African War. On the
outbreak of the 19 14 -19 18 War he was in
command of the ist Bn. Th e Hertford
shire Regiment (T.F.) and went to
France with the Battalion. He was soon
appointed to the command of a Brigade
which he held for three and-a-half years.
F o r his service he was Mentioned in
Despatches no less than eight times.
On the reorganisation of the Territorial
Arm y after the war, in 1920, Viscount
Hampden was
appointed Honorary
Colonel of The Hertfordshire Regiment,
an appointment he held for 27 years,
during which his interest in the Regi
ment remained always very keen and his
wise and able counsel was always avail
able when required. His tall, soldierly
figure, his charming manner, his wisdom
and experience were always a source of
inspiration to those who served under
him.
He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of
Hertfordshire in 19 15 and held this office
until 1952. From 1924 to 1936 Lord
Hampden was a Lord-in-Waiting to His
M ajesty King George V , and he was
created a G.C.V.O . in 1935.
He was most active in his work for
the British Legion and it was his inspira

V Ja.6 p

tion which sponsored an investigation of
the methods of curing rheumatism among
ex-Servicemen and the opening of a
special hospital ward for that purpose.
Those who were his friends, or who
worked or served with him will miss him
much, but they will be consoled by the
thought that the world was richer for his
life and the example he set.
Lady Hampden (who was formerly
Lady Katherine Montagu-Douglas-Scott,
daughter of the 6th Earl of Buccleuch),
died some six years ago.
The late Viscount Hampden, who was
the third Viscount, was also the 25th
Baron Dacre (a title created in 1307),
lived at T he Hoo, Kimpton, which had
been in the possession of his family for
many generations. In 1938 he sold it to
the Nuffield Fund for Oxford University,
and then lived for several years at Codi
cote Mill. For the past six years he had
lived with his eldest son, the Hon.
Thomas Henry Brand, who succeeded
him, at M ill Court, Alton, Hampshire.
The funeral took place on Monday,
September 8th, at Kimpton; it was
attended by a large gathering which
included Brigadier Longmore (Hon.
Colonel, The Hertfordshire Regiment),
Lt.-Col. A. C. Young (representing
Generald Sir Reginald Denning and the
Regiment) and Major I. C. Dyer (repre
senting Lt.-Col. R. A. Humbert and The
Hertfordshire Regiment).
On September 29, a Memorial Service
to the late Viscount Hampden was held
at St. Alban’s Abbey, at which Her
Majesty The Queen was represented by
the Hon. David Bowes-Lyon, H.M.
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire; Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Th e Queen Mother by
Sir Arthur Penn. General Sir Reginald
Denning represented T he Regiment and
Lt.-Col. E. G . Fanning, the Regimental
Association.
Lt.-Col. R. A. Humbert represented ist
Bn. T he Hertfordshire Regiment.
C o lo n el H e n r y S t e u a r t W in d h a m

We regret to announce the death of
Colonel H. S. Windham, which occurred
on October 20, 1958, at Chicksands
Priory, at the age of 85. Colonel
Windham was the last surviving son of
the late Major G . J. Windham, T h e Rifle
Brigade.
His mother was a daughter of Lord
Charles Russell, and he was bom at
Wobum Park. He served throughout the
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South African War with Strathcona’s
Horse and later transferred to The Bed
fordshire Regiment. During the 19141918 War he commanded the 3rd
Battalion. He retired after the war and
continued to live in Bedfordshire. He
took a keen interest in The Regimental
Association and The Wasp.
The funeral took place at Woburn on
October 23.
C a p t a in H orace M

atth ew

H um ph rey

It is with regret we announce the death
of Captain H. M. Humphrey, M.B.E., M .M .,
M .S.M ., who died suddenly on October io,
1958, at his home at 24, Diddington,
Huntingdonshire. Captain Humphrey
joined The Regiment during the 19141918 War and served with the 8th
Battalion. After the war he continued to
serve, mainly with the ist Battalion,
reaching Warrant Rank and later being
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
During the 1914 -18 War he was awarded
the M .M . On leaving the Army he con
tinued his interest in The Regiment and
was a keen member of The Regimental
Association. He and Mr. Arthur Newton,
of St. Neots, were familiar figures at the
annual reunion dinners, which they rarely
missed. A good member of The Regi
ment, both present and past, who will be

The late Capt. H. M . Humphrey

badly missed at Regimental gatherings in
the future.
On return to civil life, he became
interested in the Army Cadet Force and
The British Legion, and many tributes
have been paid to his invaluable work for
them. Eventually his sterling work with
the Army Cadet Force was recognised
officially by the award of the M .B.E.
T he funeral was held at St. Laurence
Church, Diddington, on Wednesday,
October 15, 1958. So large was the con
gregation that many of the mourners had
to stand outside the church. T he coffin
was borne by six Army Cadets, who also
provided a guard of honour and a firing
party. The Buckden British Legion was
also represented, with their Standards,
from both Men’s and the Women’s
Sections. The service was conducted by
the Vicar of Diddington, assisted by the
Vicar of Buckden. The Regiment was
represented by Lt.-Col. A. C. Young and
M ajor D. T . Tewkesbury, m .b .e., and a
wre^'h was laid.
The service was impressive, and the
large numbers from every walk of life
attending bore tribute to a member of
T h e Regiment who served his country
and Regiment well and had deserved
their esteem.

DEATHS
K A Y .—At Bedford, on September 9,
1958, Mr. H. H K ay, of 33, Collie
Road, Bedford. Mr. K ay joined The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regi
ment as a boy and served with The
Regiment in India and elsewhere for
many years. On his return to civil life,
he joined the 5th Battalion, and at the
time of his death was a Sergeant in the
Drums. His funeral was attended by
Officers and O.R.s of the Battalion, who
also provided a Guard of Honour at the
Crematorium. The “ Last Post ” and
“ Reveille ” was sounded by Sgt.
Weston.
JO L L Y .— In October, at 87, Oliver
Street, Ampthill, Mr. F. Jolly, who
served in The Bedfordshire and Hert
fordshire Regiment during the 19391945 War.
B E N N E T T .—On October 5, 1958, in St.
M ary’s Hospital, Luton, Mr. F.
Bennett, who served in the 6th Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regiment during the
1914-1918 War. He was a keen mem
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ber of the Luton Branch of the Regi
mental Association.
T I B B L E S .—On October 29, 1958, in St.
M ary’s Hospital, Luton, M r. C. A.
Tibbies, of 40, Stanley Street, Luton,
aged 84. Mr. Tibbies was born at
Rickmansworth on January 6, 1874,
and enlisted in T h e Bedfordshire Regi
ment on June 10, 1893. He joined the
2nd Battalion, but after two years was
posted to the 1st Battalion, with whom
he served in Rawalpindi, Umballa,
Mooltan and Jhansi. He returned to
England in 1908, and after serving a
year in Colchester, became a Staff
Instructor at Bedford. After 18 years’
service, he left the Army in 19 11 to be
come a postman. On the outbreak of
the 19 14 -19 18 War he rejoined the
Regiment and will be remembered
by many who served with the
2/5th Battalion T h e Bedfordshire
Regiment, with whom he was a
Sergeant Instructor. After service in
France, he was finally demobilised on
February 20, 1919, and resumed his
postal duties. M r. Tibbies held the
Chitral Relief Force Medal of 1895,
the Long Service and Good Conduct
M edal and two medals for the 19141918 War. He was cremated at Bedford
on October 31,
C L A R K E .—On October 26, 1958, in St.
Albans City Hospital, Mr. John Clarke,
aged 9 1, of 1 1 , Queen Street, St.
Albans. Mr. Clarke joined The Bed
fordshire Regiment in 1885 and served
in India and South Africa. He rejoined
for the 19 14 -19 18 War and was em
ployed on Home Service. He was a
very keen member of The Regimental
Association and attended all the Regi
mental functions. He was also a mem
ber of the St. Albans Branch, which
will miss him very much. Mr. Clarke
was very proud of his Regimental
Number, which was 1688, and also of
the fact that at the Regimental Week
end of 1957 he was commended by the
Colonel of the Regiment for his neverfailing interest in Regimental affairs.
After his service in T he Regiment, Mr.
Clarke was Y ard Foreman for Messrs.
Harry Arnold & Co., Timber M er
chants, St. Albans, for over 50 years.
D A G L E Y .— On November 7, 1958, in a
hospital in London, M r. C . E, Dagley,
of 14, Hawthorn Avenue, Luton. Mr.

Dagley joined The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment in 19 21 and
served with the 2nd Battalion in India
and Iraq. He was discharged to the
reserve in 1928. On the outbreak of
the 1939-1945 War he rejoined the
Army and served with the Military
Provost Staff Corps, reaching the rank
of Sergeant. He worked for the Vauxhall Motors at Luton for some 30 years.
He was a very popular member of the
Luton Branch of T h e Regimental
Association and carried the Branch
Standard in the Victory Parade in Hyde
Park in 1953.
SH A D B O LT .—On November 7, 1958, in
Harpenden Memorial Hospital, Mr. H.
T . Shadbolt, of 170, Station Road,
Harpenden, aged 67.
Mr. Shadbolt
served with the 1st Battalion T he Bed
fordshire Regiment during the 19141918 War, when he was twice wounded
and won the Military Medal. During
the 1939-1945 War he served as a
Sergeant with the Hertfordshire Home
Guard. He was bom at Batford and
worked for the Electric Hose and
Rubber Co. Ltd., Harpenden, for some
40 years. He was a keen member of
the Regimental Association and also of
the St. Albans Branch.
E V A N S.—On November 12, 1958, at
Clapham Hospital, Bedford, Mr.
William Griffith Evans, aged 92, of 339,
Galdington Road, Bedford. M r. Evans
enlisted as a boy in T he Bedfordshire
Regiment in 1880 and was discharged
in 1909. He re-enlisted in 19 14 and
served until 1918, when he was dis
charged on account of a disability. He
was Drum Major in 1897 and Colour
Sergeant on his discharge. During the
19 14 -19 18 War he served with the 8th
Battalion, The Bedfordshire Regiment
and was promoted W .O.II. U p to the
last, he preserved a very upright
carriage and soldierly bearing, and was
a well-known personality in Goldington and Bedford. He was a very faith
ful member of the congregation of
Goldington Church. He was a very
keen member of T he Regimental
Association and attended every Regi
mental occasion. He was also a mem
ber of the Bedford Branch and the 8th
Battalion (1914-1918)
O.C.A. His
funeral service took place at Golding
ton Church on Saturday, November is .
and was attended by Lt.-Cols. A. C

D L W asp
Young and E. G . Fanning, repre
sentatives of the Bedford Branch of
the 8th Battalion (1914-1918) O.C.A.,
among them being M r. and Mrs. J. C.
Armstrong who had been great friends
with M r. Evans.
THOROGOOD. — On November 23,
1958; at 9, Dean Street, Bedford, Mr.
C. F. Thorogood, aged 72 years. Mr.
Thorogood was an active member of
the 5th Battalion up to 1933, and had
some 30 years service. His funeral took
place at Bedford on November 27, and
was attended by representatives of the
5th Battalion.
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Cheshunt (Hertfordshire Regiment): M r .
W. J. H a r r i s .
Dunstable H.G. Association: M r. R.
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1. All correspondence should be addressed
to the Editor, Regimental Headquarters, Warley
Barracks, Brentwood, Essex. (T el.B ren tw o o d
3051).
2. The Editor will be glad to receive any
contributions, such as short stories, articles,
photographs, letters, etc., from past and present
members of the Regiment, for the first issue of
the new Regimental Journal.
3. All articles and notes for reproduction in
The Journal should, if possible, be typed on
one side of the paper only, with double spacing.
When photographs are submitted for repro
duction in The Journal it should be stated
whether permission to reproduce has been given
by the owner of the copyright of the photograph
and what caption is required.
4. All articles and notes should be sent to
the Editor by Not Later than :
April 1, for the next number of the
Regimental journal.
5.
Regimental Association members are
requested to notify any change of address to
their respective Secretaries.
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I. C . D y e r .

5th Baualion (T.A .): L t .-C o l . S . W . B. P h i p p s .
Bedfordshire Army and Cadet Force: L t .-C o l .
D.

R h y s - T h o m a s,

H ertfordshire A rm y
R. A . P ayn e.

C ad et

o . b . e ., m .c ., d .l .

F o rc e:

L t .-C o l .

Comrades’ Branches:
8th Battalion (19 14 -18 ): M r . F . T . C o o p er .
i/5th Yellow Devils (19 14-18): M r . C . W.
G il d e r .
L on d on : M r . P. K e l l y .
H e rtfo rd : C a p t . (Q .M .) W . F . S a n d y s ,
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W atfo rd : M r . A . H . T i m m s .
St. A lb a n s : M r. H . R . H o w ard .
B e d fo rd : M r . C . C . W e l l s .
Hitchin: M r . R. H. S e l l .
L u t o n : M r . W . T . W i l s o n , d .c .m .
6th Battalion (19 14 -18 ): M r . J. D a y .
6th Battalion (1939-45): M r . F . G . S u g a r s .
Gravesend: M a jo r R. T . S h o v e .
Colchester: C a p t . A . J. B e l it h e r .
7th (S ) B attalion (1914-18):
M r . A.
F reem an.
Ware (Hertfordshire Regiment): M r . J. E.
C rane.
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of your Regiment
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workmanship is assured.
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Over a Century of Service...
IN PRINT
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Services, taking advantage o f scientific progress
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o f their journals.
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