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EDITORIAL

OUR FRONTISPIECE

Since the last number of the Regimental
Journal, the Regimental Depot at Warley has
been disbanded and all our recruits are now
trained at The East Anglian Brigade Depot at
Bury St. Edmunds.
★
*
*
Regimental Headquarters was fully imple
mented on April 1, and it is hoped that the
move of R.H.Q. and The Essex Regiment
Museum to the former Depot Officers’ Mess
will be completed in July. At present the Mess
is in the hands of the Royal Engineers for re
decoration and alterations. It is sincerely hoped
that Present and Past Members of The Regi
ment and the former Regiments will visit us
when ever they are in the vicinity of Warley.
*
*
*
In this number we publish the photographs
of the former Colonels of T he Regiments at the
date of the amalgamation:
General Sir Henry C . Jackson,

L T .-C O L . T . J. BA RR O W , d .s .o .

K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.

Lieut.-General Sir Geoffrey W. Howard,

K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., D.L.

and
Brigadier G . H. Wilmer, d . s .o ., m .c .
We take this opportunity of thanking them
for their loyal support and keen interest in the
new Regiment.

THE COLONEL-IN-CHIEF
A Regimental Christmas Card was sent by
the Colonel of The Regiment to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, Colonelin-Chief, and the following gracious acknow
ledgment was received from Her Majesty’s
Private Secretary:
C

laren ce

H o u s e , S .W . i .

December 24, 1959.
M y Dear General,
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother has
bidden me to write to tell you how pleased Her
Majesty was to receive your Christmas Card.
The Colonel-in-Chiej desires me to send her
warm good wishes for Christmas and the N ew
Year to you, to Brigadier Paton and All Ranks
of the 3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th
Foot).
Yours sincerely,
M

a r t in

G

il l ia t .

Lt.-General Sir Reginald Denning,

K.B.E., C.B.,

Colonel of The 3rd East Anglian Regiment,
(i6th/44th Foot).
A R T IC L E S
and N O T E S
for the
December, i960, issue should reach the
— Editor by Novem ber 1, 1960. —
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John Barrow was commissioned into The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment in
August, 1936, and joined the 1st Battalion in
India in January, 1937. He went with the
Battalion to Palestine in 1938. During the re
bellion there he carried out the duties of O i/c
Night Patrolling Squad and O i/c Armoured
Railway Trolleys, which preceded trains on the
Jaffa-Telaviv-Lydda-Jerusalem lines. He re
calls that at the time he was based on tihe rail
way station at Lydda. There was a Sapper sub
altern also based on the station whose job was
to keep the railways running. Quite recently
John Barrow had dinner with this subaltern in
Hong Kong, he is now Major-General Duke,
Director o f Personal Services, The War Office.
After the usual run of regimental duties John
Barrow took over the Adjutancy of the Batta
lion from Capt. Bill Rickman on the outbreak
of war and served in that appointment during
the campaigns in Lemnos, Syria, Tobruk and
the Iraqi Rebellion. During 1942/43 he served
as Training Officer of the Battalion and later as
2 i/c. He was appointed Column Commander
for the Chindit Expedition in Burma and later
took over command of the 1st Battalion from
Lt.-Col. Eason. For his services with the ex
pedition he was awarded the D.S.O.
Relinquishing command in November 1945,
he returned to the United Kingdom and
attended the Staff College Course in 1946. At
the conclusion of the Course he was posted to
the Airborne Forces as G .2 H.Q., Airborne
Establishments and later held the appointments
of Parachute Training Officer, G.S.O .2 Air and
B .M . 16 Independent Parachute Brigade Group,
serving in the U .K ., Cyprus and the Canal Zone.
In 1952 he attended the course at the Joint
Services Staff College, at the end of which he
rejoined the 1st Battalion in the Canal Zone. In
1953 he returned home and took over com
mand of the Regimental Depot from the late
M ajor Eric French. On completion of his com
mand in 1955 he rejoined the 1st Battalion again
as a Company Commander, in 1956 he was ap
pointed 2 i/c and in 1957 promoted Lt.-Col.
and appointed to the command of the Battalion,
which was then in Goslar, B.A.O .R. Soon after
his assumption of command came the news of
the impending amalgamation and to Lt.-Col.
John Barrow and Lt.-Col. W illie Waite, com
manding 1st Bn. The Essex Regiment, fell the
onerous task of arranging all the details of the
amalgamation of the two Battalions. How well
they carried this out is borne out by the happy
and successful manner in which the amalgama
tion was carried out in Ju n e, 1958. Lt.-Col.
Barrow was appointed to the command of the
new Battalion and later brought it home to be
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stationed at Warley, where the amalgamation
w a s finally sealed with the Presentation of
C olou rs on M ay 30, 1959, by Her Majesty
Q ueen Elizabeth T he Queen Mother, Colonelin -O iie f. A day, which all those who were
privileged to take part will never forget. On
parade the new Battalion, under the command
o f Col. John Barrow, showed all how worthy a
successor it was to its fine old forebears, the
1 6 th and 44th/56th Regiments of Foot.
A fter a rather hectic stay in England where
preliminary jungle training had to be sand
w iched between many ceremonial occasions, tihe
Battalion left at the end of the year for Malaya.
A fte r a period of jungle fighting training in
Jo h ore, the Battalion arrived at Ipoh in
Northern Malaya to join the Commonwealth
Brigade who are still engaged on active service,
chasing the remaining Communist terrorists
w h o inhabit the jungle in that part of the world.
H e re the time came for Colonel Barrow to hand
o v e r the command of the Battalion and in
Jan u ary, i960, he was succeeded by Lt.-Col. M.
W . Holme.
T o take over the command of a Battalion
form ed by the amalgamation of two proud Regi
m ents is no easy task and how well Col. Barrow
tackled this difficult task is evident in the
prowess of the 1st Bn. The 3rd East Anglian
Regiment (i6th/44th Foot) today, as the Batta
lio n goes from strength to strength and shows
e v e ry day how well it is maintaining the proud
a n d great traditions of the Regiments it sprang
from . We have much to thank John Barrow for
an d those who follow us will be equally grate
f u l for the sound foundations he created for
th e new Battalion to build on.
H e has taken up his new appointment as
G .S .O .i Combined Services, Hong Kong, and
w e wish him all happiness and success for the
future.
Before we conclude we must also thank Mrs.
A verill Barrow for her charming friendliness at
a ll times and for her wonderful work in getting
th e families of all ranks together at the time of
th e amalgamation, no mean feat and one which
contributed largely to the happy success of the
amalgamation.
We hope there will be many regimental occa
sion s on which we shall have them with us.

REGIMENTAL DIARY
1960/1961
Ju ly 2
August 13
September 18

T .A . Camp ends.
Blenheim D ay.
Remembrance
Service —
Regimental
Chapel,
Warley.
(Admission by
ticket).
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September 24

September 30

November 20

April 29, 1961

London Branch, 16th Foot
Regimental Association —
Silver Jubilee Dinner and
Dance, Barrington House,
Gresham Street, London,
E.C.2.
The A s s o c ia tio n of Sergeants
(Past and Present) All
Battalions T h e Essex Regi
ment — Annual Dinner,
Ilford.
The Hertfordshire Regiment
Dinner Club A n n u a l
Dinner.
Regimental
Remembrance
Day—Kempston Barracks,
Bedford. (Admission to
Church by ticket).
6th Bn. The Bedfordshire
Regiment (19 14 - 1918)
Annual Reunion Dinner.

REGIMENTAL NOTES
With the closing down of the Regimental
Depot and the transfer of the responsibility for
the training of recruits to The East Anglian
Brigade Depot at Bury St. Edmunds, the
amalgamation of The Regiments has been com
pleted.
C

o m p o s it io n a n d

R

L

o c a t io n s o f

T

he

e g im e n t

The following units are an integral part of
'Hie Regim ent:
(a) Regimental Headquarters. — W a r l e y
Barracks, Brentwood.
(b) Depot for the training of recruits.— Bury
St. Edmunds, Suffolk.
(c) 1 st Battalion (Regular).—Ipoh, Malaya.
(d) 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment
(T.A.)— H.Q., Bedford.
(e) 1st Bn. The Hertfordshire Regiment
(T.A.)—H.Q., Hertford.
(f) 4th Bn. H ie Essex Regiment (T.A.)—
H.Q., Ilford.
(g) Combined and Army Cadet Forces.—
In the three Counties.
R e g im e n t a l H

ead q u arters

The task of Regimental Headquarters is to
co-ordinate all Regimental matters, w ith the
particular duties of liaising with the civic
authorities, the responsibility for the recruiting
regular soliders for The Regiment within the
three counties, and to care for all matters con
cerning Regimental Old Comrades.
Regimental Secretary : Lt.-Col. A. C. Young,
(Ret’d).
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Secretary, The B edfordshire and Hertford
shire Regiment A ssociation: Major D.
T . Tewkesbury, m .b .e . (Ret’d).
Secretary, The Essex Regim ent Association:
Major T . R. Stead (Ret’d).
R.H.Q. and the H .Q ., T h e Essex Regiment
Association are located at Warley Barracks,
Brentwood. H.Q., T h e Bedfordshire and Hert
fordshire Regiment Association axe located in
the former C.O.’s Office and Orderly Room at
Kempston Barracks, Bedford.
INFORMATORY
Recently, the Colonel of T he Regiment and
the Associate Colonel have sent out a letter
giving the new organisation o f The Regiment in
detail. The letter was sent to the Lords
Lieutenant, tihe Bishops, the Chairmen of
County Councils, the Chairmen T . and A.F.
Associations, the M ayors, Chairmen of Urban
and Rural District Councils, and other dignataries and officials of the three counties. The
response has been very encouraging, and many
letters of appreciation have been received.

THE REGIMENTAL CHAPEL
In view of the closure of the Regimental
Depot and the move o f T h e Duke of Welling
ton’s Regiment to Colchester, the Chaplaincy
Services for Warley Barracks have been with
drawn, and thus, it w ill no longer be possible
to hold normal Services on Sundays in the
Chapel.
The Chapel will continue to be used for Regi
mental functions, for Weddings, Christenings
and other services as they arise. Also it is hoped,
with the kind co-operation of the Royal Army
Chaplains Department, to hold a Sunday Morn
ing Service at least on one Sunday of each
month. Arrangements for this are already in
hand and it is intended that these Services
should be held on the F I R S T S U N D A Y IN
E AC H M O N TH , beginning at n a.m. It is
hoped that all members of the Regiment who
are in a position to support these services
will do so.
T o those who are interested in these services
arrangements can be made to send a notification
as and when they are arranged. I f you would
like this notice please inform The Chapel Cus
todian, Major T . R. Stead, Regimental Head
quarters, The 3rd East Anglian Regiment (16th/
44th Foot), Warley Barracks, Brentwood, Essex.
At the Sunday M orning Service held on
February 2 1, i960, a simple but impressive cere
mony of “ The Blessing of an Inscription ” was
carried out by the Rev. R . F . Parsonage, C.F.
The inscription is to Capt. Eric Nelson Carter,
whose father, Col. W illiam Graydon Carter,
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c .m .g ., and brother Major John Lesley Graydon
Carter, o.b .e ., are already commemorated in the
Regimental Chapel by a Memorial Pew. As
there was insufficient space at the end of the
Pew for the inscription it has been put on the
back rest, the first occasion on which this has
been done. Col. Carter and his sons all served
in T h e Essex Regiment.
M rs. K itty Mitchell, daughter of the late Col.
Carter and sister of Capt. E. N. Carter, and her
husband, Col. Mitchell, made the long journey
from their home at Dartmouth to be present at
the ceremony and we were all pleased to see
them.

CHRISTMAS CARDS
While it is not possible, at present, to give
details of the Regimental Christmas Card or
Cards, it appears likely that the Regimental
Association card will be ribboned in the Regi
mental Colours with the Regimental Crest on
front with an inset.
The cost, including envelope, will be
approximately 9/- per dozen, post free. Further
details are expected to be available from
September onwards, and enquiries should be
addressed to:
Th e Regimental Secretary,
Regimental Headquarters,
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot),
Warley Barracks,
,
Brentwood, Essex,
or to the Secretary, The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment Association, or the
Secretary, The Essex Regiment Association.

EMPLOYMENT
During the year 1959, 33 ex-members of The
Regiment have obtained employment through
the National Association for Employment of
Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen; of these,
12 were from the former Bedfordshire and Hert
fordshire Regiment, and 2 1 from the former
Essex Regiment.
During i960, a further number of ex
members of The Regiment have been found
employment through the Association.
Both the Regimental Associations of the
former Regiments make an annual subscription
to the N .A.E.R.S.S.A.
Further details can be obtained from the
Regimental Secretary, or the Secretaries of the
Regimental Associations.
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Past
COLONELS
of the
REGIMENTS

General
SIR HENRY C. JACKSON,
K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
Colonel, The Bedfordshire
^
and Hertfordshire Regiment,
>935 — 1947-

Lieutenant-General
SIR GEOFFREY W. HOWARD,
K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., D.L.,
Colonel, The Essex Regiment,
1935— 1946-

Brigadier

G. H. WILMER, D.S.O., M.C.,
Colonel, The Essex Regiment,
1946 — 1950-
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PERSONALIA
Major D. W. Browne has relinquished the
appointment of Second-in-Command of the ist
Battalion and has been posted to the “ G ” Staff
of G.H.Q., F A R E L F .
*
*
*
Lt. D. R. Palmer, who has been serving with
the ist Battalion, has been posted to H.Q. of
The Sarawak Rangers.
*

*

*

A letter of thanks has been received from
Capt. and Mrs. Keith Hoile for the Silver
Salver which was sent to them as a wedding
present from the Officers of T he Regiment.
*

*

*

Col. W. N. C. Waite has been appointed Staff
Officer Grade I, in the Department of the
Master^General of the Ordnance, with effect
from April I, i960.
★
★
*
Major J. S. Greene has been posted to a
G II appointment at the Intelligence Centre.
*

*

*

Lt.-Col. F. Vincent of Oak Farm, Norrhill,
Bedfordshire, who served in the 8th Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regiment in the 19 14 /19 18 War
and in the Bedfordshire Home Guard in World
War II and again in 1951-1956, when he com
manded the 2nd Bn. T h e Bedfordshire Home
Guard, was awarded the O.B.E. in the New
Year’s Honours List.
Col. Vincent, who farms, has been a member
of the National Farmers’ Union for many years,
and until recently was Chairman of the Milk
and Dairy Produce Committee.
He takes a keen interest in The Regiment
and attends most Regimental functions.
*

*

*

The awarded of the C .B .E. was made in the
New Year’s Honours L ist to Lt.-Col. J. C .
Lockwood, t .d., j.p., for political and public
services in Essex. Col. Lockwood served in
the ist/4th Bn. The Sussex Regiment 19 14 -19 17
and in the Home Defence Bn. The Essex Regi
ment 1939-1941. He was Member of Parlia
ment for Hackney 19 31-19 35 and for Romford
1950-1955. He takes great interest in The
Regiment and is Chairman of the Romford
Branch of The Essex Regiment Association.
★
*
*
Another recipient of an award in the New
Year’s Honours List was Major Ian Dyer who
was awarded the M .B.E. Major Dyer was
commissioned in The Essex Regiment in 1940.
He retired from the Army last year having
spent his last months of service with the ist Bn.
The Hertfordshire Regiment as their Training
Major. His address now is: c/o Woodboume
Grange, 2 1, Woodboume Road, Edgebaston,
Birmingham 17.

THE

EAGLE

Major Dyer has an appointment with Tube
Investments Ltd. and we gather that so far
M rs. Dyer and he have found the change over
to civil life very pleasant.
★

★

★

In a letter from H.Q., Northern District,
Kaduna, Nigeria, Major Tony Ward-Booth
tells us that although life is pretty hectic out
there, within three days of arriving he was in
the “ bush ” on a two-weeks’ exercise; he is
enjoying it. The climate is excellent, the hottest
being in May, but even then it is a dry heat. He
has taken up polo, which he finds great fun and
quite inexpensive out there.
Mrs. Ward-Booth hoped to join him in April.
She has been ill and when Major Ward-Booth
wrote was in hospital recovering from a severe
operation.
★
★
*
Major Ward-Booth has been in touch with
Major Duggie Duthoit, who is at the Pay Office
at Lagos. He has also met Capt. Michael
Wilson who is enjoying life at The Nigerian
Military School, Kaduna, where he is on the
staff.
Capt. Geoffrey Dean is serving with the 3rd
Bn. The Queen’s Own Nigeria Regiment and
the Lucas brothers are with the 4th Battalion.
Major Ward-Booth hoped to meet them all
shortly.
*
*
*
We would like to apologise to Lt. Peter
Sincock and to Virginia for our failure to report
their marriage in our last issue. This took place
at Cobham, Surrey, on June 1 1 , 1959, and the
guests included all officers on the staff of the
Regimental Depot.
*
*
*
Capt. Pike, Lt. Sincock and Cpl. Carroll in
form us that their preparations for their over
land journey to Malaya, to join the 1st Battalion
are still forging ahead. They hope to leave
from Southend Airport in October. A full
account of their departure will be published in
the December Number.
*
*
*
Major Harry Stenning writes to thank all
concerned for the Salver which was presented
to him on the occasion of his recent marriage.
Th ey are both delighted with it. When he
wrote, Major and Mrs. Stenning were on board
the Oxfordshire on their way home and' received
the Salver a few days before they left Malaya.
it

it

-it

We were interested to note that The Daily
Telegraph in their issue of April 19, i960, pub
lished a letter from Major G . B. Whitworth on
the subject of Mau Mau crimes and the con
troversial question of the release of Jomo
Kenyatta.
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Capt. A. F. Bremner has asked us to announce
that his family on his mother’s side have had
cause to change their name. In view of this his
name is now: Capt. A. F. Mackain-Bremner.
Congratulations to T/M ajor R. L . Jackson
and Capts. K. Burch, A. F. Mackain-Bremner
and J. W. Scragg, who were successful in the
examination held in February of this year, in
qualifying for selection for the Staff College.
*

*

*

The following ex-members of The Essex
Regiment are patients in The Star and Garter
Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers and Air
men, Richmond, Surrey: —
Air. A. E. Cornish and Mr. W. H. Brown,
who also served in The Royal Army Service
Corps.
*

*

*

We were very glad to hear that Mrs. Old
field has settled down in her new flat in Shake
speare Road, Bedford. Ann, her daughter, is
living with her, going daily to her duties as a
nurse at Bedford General Hospital, South Wing.
★
★
★
The 4th Essex Gaza Dinner for Officers of
the Battalion who survived the First Battle of
Gaza, March 26-27, I 9 1 ?, was held at the Trocadero Restaurant on Monday, March 28. Major
R. W. Lee presided and those present included:
Col. G. M. Gibson, Major A. J. Beech,
Squadron Leader S. H. Rogers,, Capts. E.
Barrett, W. D. Bishop, C. H. Gadson, G. C. G.
Johnstone, S. Smith and Major J. N. Coker
(Hon. Secretary). Among the past and present
Commanding Officers were:' Col. A. Noble
(Hon. Colonel, 4th Bn. The Essex Regiment
(T.A.)), Lt.-Col. S. G. L . Pepys (Commanding,
4th Eta. The Essex Regiment (T.A .)), and Lt.Col. D. J. M. Smith.
*

*

*

The Regiment has sent a subscription of two
guineas to the Bedfordshire County Cricket
Club, thus continuing the Annual Subscription
which was made by The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment far many years. The
Regimental Secretary holds a Member’s Card
on behalf of The Regiment and any member of
The Regiment wishing to use it should apply
to him. The Bedfordshire Cricket Week will
be held at Bedford School, August rst6th.
*

*

*

For many years post the former Essex Regi
ment has acted as Luncheon Host to the teams
on one of the days of the Brentwood County
Cricket Week, and the Regiment will continue
this very pleasant liaison with the County
Cricket Club.
This year the matches at Brentwood will be
as follows: —
June 18, 20 and 21 Essex v. Oxford Uni
versity C jC.
June 22, 23 and 24 Essex v. Surrey C.C.C.
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The Regiment will act as hosts to the Essex
and Surrey teams on Friday, June 24.
*

*

*

Major H. M. Lloyd, who is at present serving
in Singapore with an Air Photograph Inter
pretation Unit, expects to return home in July
to carry out a six months’ course at Devizes with
a view to possible transfer to the R.AP.C. Both
he and his wife will be sorry to leave Singapore.
*

*

*

We are pleased to hear from Major Blyth
that he has arrived safely in Malaya from
Australia, to take up his new appointment at
the Armed Forces School of Instruction, Tanjong Kling, Malacca, Malaya.
*

*

*

At the Annual Dinner of the London Branch
of the 16th Foot Regimental Association, which
was held towards the end of 1959, Mr. Meier,
an old member of the Branch, showed the
Colonel of The Regiment an interesting book
entitled “ Regimental Nicknames and Tradi
tions of the British A im y," published by
Messrs. Gale and Polden Ltd. in 1915. Both
The Bedfordshire Regiment and T he Essex
Regiment were covered in the book, and in both
cases there were historical errors. In the case
of the 16th Foot, they were quoted as having
fought at Dettingen, which, of course is wrong,
and in the case of The Essex Regiment were
stated as having bean raised in 1749 and not
1741The matter was taken up with Messrs. Gale
and Polden who wrote that the book was first
published in 19 12 and ran to four editions, the
fourth one being produced in 1915. No further
editions have been published. Further they
have only two copies left as so much o f their
stock pile and records were destroyed in the
disastrous fire which occurred in their works
in 1918.
They were very interested in the points
raised by RH .Q .
*
*
*
News of Band Staff Sergeant King has been
received from the Secretary of The Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association.
His last appointment was at The Army
Apprentices’ School, Chepstow, from where all
reports showed that the School Band flourished
under his leadership. Now we hear that he has
taken his discharge after nearly thirty-one years’
service and has settled at Dover. His present
address is: 41, Tower Street, Dover, Kent. ExBand S/S gt. King has obtained employment
with The Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal
Engineers, Dover, and as a result he finds his
change over to civilian life hardly noticeable,
as in his new employment he is still living in
the same environment as he has done for most
of his life. Members of the Band will be inter
ested to hear that Mr. King is already training
the trumpeters of The Junior Leaders Regiment.

THE SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

[Photograph by : Capt. J. S. Riggi
The British Commonwealth War Cemetery, Yokohama, Japan, November, 1959.
Her many friends will be interested to hear
of the marriage of M rs. Ruth May Austin,
widow of the late C .S.M . A Austin, to Mr. T .
Farmer, at Holy Trinity Church, Bedford, on
August 1, 1959. Mr. Fanner joined the 3rd
Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment in 1910. After
serving with the ist and 2nd Battalions he was
discharged with wounds in 1915. Mr. and
Mrs. Farmer’s present address is : 35, Vicar’s
Walk, Goldington, Bedford.
*
*
*
Mr. H. O. Walker (ex-Corporal No. 40179,
Bedfordshire Regiment) has been admitted as
a permanent resident of the British Legion
Home at Halsey House, Norwich Road,
Cromer, Norfolk. He would very much appre
ciate letters from his old friends in the
Regiment.
*
*
★
On August 5, 1959, there died in a Nursing
Home in Bedford, Mrs. Margaret Fullarton
Nelson, aged 88. She was buried on Saturday,
August 8. Her funeral was a family affair, with,
in addition, Col. G . A. Anstee and Mrs. Anstee
and Lt.-Col. E. G . Fanning and Mrs. Fanning
in the dual role of old friends and also repre
senting The Regiment. The funeral was con
ducted by the Rev. Duncan Bagot, Vicar of Holy
Trinity Church, Bedford.
Mrs. Nelson was the daughter of MajorGeneral William Henry Ralston, C.B., and widow

of the late Major A. Nelson, who was trans
ferred as a Captain to the 2nd Bn. The Bedford
shire Regiment from The West India Regiment
in December, 1892. Major and M rs. Nelson met
when he was serving on the Staff of North
British District at Edinburgh, and were married
there on September 16, 1894. During the First
World War Major Nelson served as Adjutant
to the Duke of Bedford’s Battalion, after which
he retired.
*

*

*

Capt. J . S. Riggs, w(ho served with the im
B n. The 16th Foot during the 1939-1945 War
and who has been a keen supporter of the 16th
Foot Regiment Association ever since, is now
stationed in Japan. He attended the Remem
brance Day Ceremony at the British Common
wealth War Cemetery, Yokohama on Sunday,
November 8, 1959, and has kindly sent us the
programme and some photographs of the
service and ceremony, one of which we
reproduce in this number.
Since then Capt. Riggs has been able to get
hold erf a copy of the Register of the British
Commonwealth War Cemetery and from it has
compiled lists of members of the Regiment and
other Regiments of the East Anglian Brigade
who were buried in the cemetery. As far as
the Regiment is concerned they arc all members
of the 5th Battalion and their names were:
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5th Bn. The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment (T.A.)
Pte. Robert Storey Bivans,
Pte. Henry Tenance Brace,
Pte. Dennis Jack Colli son,
Pte. Francis Williain Crawley,
Pte. Andrew Humphreys,
Pte. Robert William Ingram,
Gpl. Albert Ernest Knight,
Pte. James Henry Savage,
Pte. Frederick Henry Worster.
Capt. Riggs has kindly offered to carry out
any further researah should readers of
The Journal wish him to do so. In this case
will they, please, write in the first instance to
the Regimental Secretary, stating the informa
tion they require.
*

*

*

Major C. J. S. McMillen retired on April 28,
i960, and his permanent address from now
on is :
48, Nelson Road,
Lexden,
Colchester, Essex.
T el.: Colchester 5503.
His last appointment was with Movement
Control at Harwich. We have not yet heard
what he intends to do on retirement, but take
this opportunity to wish him all happiness and
good luck in his new life.
*
★
★
We are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. D. E.
Moore of Penzance, and the Editor of “ The
Church Times ” for permission to reproduce
the following which Mr. Moore sent to “ The
Church Times ” and which was printed in the
issue of that paper dated May 7, 1959. It was
noted and brought to our attention by Major
Kitto.
U n called F or

The delightful subject of interruptions in
church, which must always be more pleasing to
the lay mind than the clerical, has cropped up
again in my post. An old cutting has been sent
to me which shows that when a certain Dr.
Beaden, preaching at Eltham in Kent, an
nounced his text as “ Who art thou? ” a gentle
man in military dress who was just entering the
church replied with the following mouthful:
“ I am, sir, an officer of the 16th Regiment of
Foot, on a recruiting party here; and having
brought my wife and family with me, I wish
to be acquainted with the neighbouring clergy
and gentry.” This so deranged the divine that
he had difficulty in proceeding.
★
★
★
Major Morris Brightman writes from Chester
to tell us he has recently completed a course in
Household Maintenance at Catterick. On the
course with him was Col. Andrew Croft, who
was originally in the Essex Regiment but who
has lately been Commandant of the Army
Apprentices’ School ait Harrogate.
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Major Brightman also met Cols. Denis
Rossiter and John Falkner, both of whom are
holding R.O. appointments in Northern
Command.
Major Morris Brightman leaves the Army
very shortly to take up his appointment as
Bursar at Oakham School, Rutland, and we
wish them both all success and happiness in
their new life.
*

*

*

The annual Reunion Dinner of former
members of the 2nd Bn. The Essex Regiment,
survivors of the Arras battles of 19 17 and 1918,
was held at Chelmsford on Saturday, April 23,
i960.
Mr. F. Page presided over a gathering of 24.
The passage of the years reduces the number
abile to attend and three further deaths had
taken place during the year, but the Secretary,
Mr. Finn, announced it was hoped to keep
the dinners going for several more years.
Details of next year’s dinner can be obtained
from
Mr.
Finn,
whose
address
is
“ Magdalene,”
Stanley
Road,
Wivenhoe,
Colchester.
*

*

*

We much regret to announce the death of
Alderman C. N. Barrott, Mayor of Bedford,
which occurred suddenly on Saturday, April
30, i960.
Alderman Barrott took a keen
interest in all regimental activities and was
present at the 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regi
ment (T.A.) Centenary Celebrations on March
20. The Regiment was represented at the
Memorial Service held in St. Paul’s Church,
Bedford, on May 4, by Lt.-Col. D. Milman,
M.c., C.O. 5th Battalion, and Major D. T.
Tewkesbury, M.B.E., Secretary, the 16th Foot
Regimental Association.
*

*

*

Col. and Mrs. Anstee were very glad to
welcome home their son, Capt. D. G . M.
Anstee, and his family when they arrived in
the U .K . from Kenya on May 17th, i960. Capt.
Anstee has been serving with the King’s African
Rifles.
it

it

it

Lt.-Col. J. L . de V. Martin is working hard
to become a qualified teacher. He takes his
final examinations at the end of June. He
spent Easter with Col. and Mrs. Anstec.
During vacations he can usually be found at
the Naval and Military Club, Piccadilly.
*

*

*

We were very glad to hear from Col. Anstee
that Major and Mrs. Gaden will be in England
this summer. They leave Sydney in the
Strathaird on July 20 and are due at Tilbury
on August 26.
Correspondence addressed

T H E A S S O C IA T IO N O F S E R V IC E N E W S P A P E R S A D V E R T IS E M E N T PAGES,
47 / 4 8 JE R M Y N STREET. ST. JA M E S 'S . S . W . l.
TEL. W H IT E H A L L I S 0 4

By A p p o in tm e n t
T o H e r M ije t t y The Q u e e n
M atch M a n u fa c tu re rs
B ry an t A M ay Ltd

The best

you ever struck
BRITISH

MADE

by

BRYANT

A MAY

NOW
HAVE
SOME
CADBURYS
-y o u deserve ft 1

Abroad with a FORD!
F O R D will a rra n g e the d e liv e ry and
e x p o rt o f any o n e o f th eir e x c itin g ra n g e

FORD OFFER YOU

o f c a rs a v ailab le fo r ex p o rt fro m th e
A n g lia D e L u xe to th e Z o d ia c E sta te C a r

* Priority Delivery

fre e of

* Deferred Payment Terms
* Trouble free Export Arrangement;
* Unrivalled Export Experience
* World-wide Service
and Parts Availability
ST O P P R E S S :

Populars available for personnel
posted to Germany only

O O O O
MOTOR C O M P A N Y LIM ITED
Export Retail Sal«t Dopt
88 Regant St * London •W1
Tols REG 7272

6/60— 1 Prin»«d in Gr©«f Britain

SU P PIEM IN T N o

1 -F A G I

OUt

THE A S S O C IA T IO N O F SER VIC E N E W SP A P E R S A D V E R T IS E M E N T PAGES.
67/68 ]E R M Y N STREET, ST. JA M ES’S, S .W .l.
TEL. W H IT E H A L L 2504

A MESSAGE
H ere’ s a fre sh
surprise, Nestle’s

Two BIG bars
in every pack

new 3 in i taste
sen satio n —
Jellimallo. Juicy,
fruity jelly and
melting munchy
marshmallow, all
luxuriously lapped in
rich milk chocolate.
This is the kind
o f treat you usually
find only in expensive
assortments, but Jellimallo
gives you lots of big
bites for fourpence.

Jellim allo
comes in three different flavours

R A S P B E R R Y — LIM E — T A N G E R IN E

from the Chairman o f

HER MAJESTY’S FORCES
SAVINGS COMMITTEE
IF Y O U h a v f n ' t a l r e a d y started saving, you
should try to develop the savings habit while
you are in the Services.
There are excellent facilities for saving in
all Units of the Services in every part of the
world— in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces
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c/o The Commercial Bank Co. of Sydney,
22-32, Old Jewry, London, E.C.2, will find
them wherever they may be staying in
England.
Their daughter, Valerie, is at St. Margaret’s
Hospital, Epping, having gained the quali
fications of S.R.N. and S.C.M . Michael, their
son, farms but in the season plays cricket; his
father reports he is not a bad batsman and
quite a good wicketkeeper!
*

*

*

We were sorry to hear of Mrs. Dilley’s
illness and hope she is much better by now.
*
*
*
Just before sending this script to the printers
we heard that Capts. Keith Burch and Fergus
Mackain-Bremner had been allotted vacancies
on the Course assembling at the Staff College
next January. Earlier in this Personalia we
reported their success, with that of Major
Jackson and Capt. Scragg, at the Staff College
examination held last February.
★
*
*
We are indebted to Lt.-Col. C. A. Brooks
for a most interesting cutting from The Harwich
and Dovercourt Standard of April 29, i960. Ic
contains an item entitled “ Passing Years at
Harwich ” and under the special heading of 45
years ago it contains an account of a football
match between Che 4th Bn. The Bedfordshire
Regiment and the 3rd Bn. The Essex Regi
ment, when both Battalions were stationed at
Dovercourt, during the First World War. It
appears the Bedfords won by three goals to one,
but the reporter concerned, from his com
ments, obviously thought the Essex should
have won. We are told that the Mayor pre
sented the cup and medals to the winners and
medals to the runners-up among scenes of
great enthusiasm, whereupon the Mayor seized
the appropriate occasion for making an appeal
to the patriotism of young men who had not
joined the Colours.
it

it

it

A subscription of ten guineas has been sent
to the Officers’ Branch of the Sailors’ Soldiers’
and Airmen’s Families’ Association, from the
Colonel of the Regiment’s Fund. It is pro
posed to make this an annual subscription.
*

*

*

Major Andrew received an interesting letter
from Mr. H. J. Smith, whose son, Mr. C. A.
Smith, was born on July 4, 1903, at Bangalore,
India, when the ist Bn. The Essex Regiment
were serving there This came about because
his father, then a Colour-Sergeant in the East
Yorkshire Regiment, moved with his Battalion
from Bellary, India, to Shwebo, Burma. Mrs.
Smith, who was the Army Schoolmistress at
Bellary, was transferred to the ist Bn. The
Essex Regiment when that Battalion moved to
Bangalore from South Africa.
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Mr. C. A. Smith served with the Colonial
Police Forces until he reached the retiring age
of 55, and he is now a Civil Servant.
His father returned to the Colours in 1914,
was promoted to a commission in the King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in 1916 and saw
active service on the Salonika Front. After
the War he retired again and on relinquishing
his Regular pension he was admitted as an
In-Pensioner at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
where he now is.
He was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal.
★
★
★
On the occasion of the amalgamation of the
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment with the North
amptonshire Regiment on June I, i960, to
form the 2nd East Anglian Regiment, the
following message was sent by the Colonel of
the Regiment and the Associate Colonel:
Brigadier Oulton,
Colonel, 2nd East Anglian Regiment.
On the occasion of the merging of the
Royal Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire
Regiments into the 2nd East Anglian
Regiment, the 3rd East Anglian Regiment
sends its best wishes to what is now a
brother Regiment.
*

*

*

The Regiment was represented by the Regi
mental Secretary at the seventy-fifth Annual
General Meeting of the National Association
for Employment of Regular Sailors, Soldiers
and Airmen, held at the Royal United Service
Institution on Friday, May 27. Lt.-Col. Young
was interested to meet there Major Bill
Headland, who is employed as a Job-finder by
the Association at Middlesbrough.
Major
Headland and his family are all well and send
their kind regards to all their old friends in
the Regiment.
it

it

it

Mr. G. E. Woolmer, ex-Colour-Scrgeant
5946784, is anxious to get in touch with Mr.
“ Jazzer ” Green, who was Provost Sergeant
with the ist Bn. The 16th Foot in India just
before the 1939/45 War. Should any of our
readers know of Mr. Green’s address will they
please inform the Secretary, the Bedfordshire
and
Hertfordshire
Regiment
Association,
Kempston Barracks, Bedford.
*

*

*

Major Tewkesbury, the Secretary of the 16th
Foot Association, received the following letter
from the Right Hon. Viscount Monckton of
Brenchley, as a result of the donauon of £10 ,
which was sent by the Association to the Fifth
Army Memorial Appeal: “ A s Honorary
Treasurer I write to thank you most warmly
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for tihe contribution from the Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment Association towards
the Fifth Army Memorial Appeal. Your
cheque for £ 10 is most welcome.”
*

*

*

We hear from Col. Waite that Capt. A. B.
O’Hagan, R.E., has been promoted to Major
and is now serving with a T .A . Engineer Regi
ment in Bath as the Training Major. He is
the son of Quartermaster O’Hagan, who served
with the 44th. Major O’Hagan was in Korea
at the same time as the isi Bn. The Essex
Regiment was serving there.
*

*

*

We were very sorry indeed to hear of the
death of Mrs. Vera King, daughter of Mrs.
Coe and the late Mr. F. T . Coe, whom many
will remember from his long service in the
16th Foot. Mirs. King was bom at Aldershot
in 1912 when her father was serving with the
ist Battalion. On the birth of her son in 1941
she was paralysed down one side, but she bore
her affliction with unfailing Cheerfulness, never
grumbled and taught herself to do many things.
Her son hopes to go to Swansea University and
obtain his B.Sc. Our very sincere sympathy
goes to Mrs. Coe, Squadron Leader King and
Mr. King.
★
★
★
Mr. Percy Munn, as active as ever, recently
met Mir. Cliff Humm, ex-R.S.M., who is now
caretaker at the T.A. Centre, Bulmer Street,
Shepherds Bush, also Mr. Henry Hudson,, who
lives near Shepherds Bush. Mir. Munn has
also corresponded with Mr. T . J. W. Ivey,
wfho was Intelligence Sergeant with the 10th
Bn. The Essex Regiment during 1940-43. He
is now manager of the Maidstone branch of
Messrs. Martin’s Bank.
★
★
★
We were glad to see Mr. W. H. Sougham
when he paid a visit to R.H.Q. recendy. He
joined the Essex Regiment (ist Battalion Corps
of Drums) in 1906 and was finally discharged in
1924. One of his brother, Mr. Tom Sougham,
also served with the Essex Regiment during
the South African War. Mr. Sougham has a
remarkable memory for names and events and
entertained us with a lively account of his
service with the Regiment.
Another visitor was Mr. J. L. Vince, exW.O.II, the Essex Regiment. He has just
returned from West Africa and is now living
in Southend.
*

*

*

We are sorry to hear that Mr. Charlie King,
the very hardworking Hon. Secretary of the
Saffron Walden Branch of the Essex Regiment
Association, has had a period of serious illness,

[Photograph by

"

Southend Standard

”

The showing of the film “ North West Frontier,”
at the Odeon Cinema, Southend-on-Sea. M r.
Kenneth M ore, who takes a leading part in the film
chats with C /Sgt. Hodgson and Sgt. Bennett, who
are dressed in the p re -19 14 uniform of the Essex
Regiment.

as has also his wife. We wish them both a
speedy restoration to full health again.
*

*

*

Mr. C. W. Hills (ex-6003898, ist Bn. The
Essex Regiment), who is now living in Devon
shire Street, London, W .i, has written sug
gesting that members of the Essex Regiment
Association living in London might care to
pay a visit to “ T he Bedford Head,” Maiden
Lane, The Strand, London, W.C.2, one Satur
day evening. The London Branch of the
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment
Association meets at “ The Bedford Head ” on
the third Saturday in each month and the Hon.
Secretary, Mr. W. G. Aldridge, will be very
happy to welcome any former members of the
Essex Regiment.
*
*
*
A letter was received from Mr. Cass on April
25, Gallipoli Day. Mr. Cass served with the
Essex Regiment from 1908-1929 and took part
in the landing in Gallipoli. He now lives at
Hornchurch, but unfortunately is in rather
poor health. He would be very glad to hear
from any of his old comrades.
*

*

*

We were delighted to receive a very long
letter from Mrs. Dann, who is staying with her
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daughter, Norah, in Tasmania. She has been
in touch with Major and Mrs. Geoffrey Gaden.
Mrs. Dann’s letter contains roost interesting
descriptions of life in Tasmania, of which she
writes: “ Of all the places I have lived in I
like this the best.” Should any of her friends
like to read her letter, the Regimental Secretary
will be pleased to send a copy. Mrs. Dann’s
address is : Revesby, Cambridge, Tasmania,
Australia.
★
★
★
Mr. A. E. Turner, when corresponding with
the Secretary, the Essex Regiment Association,
regarding the presentation of his father’s Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal to the Regi
mental Museum of the Essex Regiment
mentions that his mother, when his father died
in 1929, went to stay with her brother, S/Sgt.
Irwin, R.A.O.C., who was with the 2nd Bn.
The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment,
then stationed at Dover. Her memories of Chat
visit include a show put on by the Drums of
the Battalion, which included a thought reading
act arranged beforehand, but Mrs. Turner, not
aware of this, derived great comfort, at the
time, from what they told her. She also
remembers the carved coconut, found in
Australia, which was Chen in wioh the Regi
mental Silver and is now in the Regimental
Museum at Bedford.
Before the Regimental Depot closed, a keen
liaison was maintained with the 3rd Essex Cadet
Regiment. Major D. G . Mullis has been a
frequent visitor to the Depot, and all have been
much impressed with his untiring efforts on
behalf of his Cadet Regiment.
His latest achievement has been the publica
tion of a “ News Sheet” which gives informa
tion of Regimental affairs, local A .C .F. events
and includes photographs of the various
happenings in the 3rd Essex Cadet Regiment,
A.C.F.
*

*

*

We were very sorry to hear that Col. Norman
Salew had had to enter the Chelmsford and
Essex Hospital, where he underwent a very
severe operation. We are glad to hear that he
is making progress, although it is slow.

MILITARY E SSA Y
COMPETITION
G EO RG E K N IG H T C LO W E S Memorial
Prize Essay Competition, 1961.
Prizes : First prize, £ 3 5; second prize, £ 15 .
Closing date : March 3 1, 1961.
Subject : The call up ended on December 3 1,
i960, and by January 1, 1963, the last National
Serviceman will have left the forces, after the

THE

EAGLE

H7

longest period of peace-time compulsory mili
tary service in British history.
G ive your views on how the system has
worked since 1945— from the standpoints of the
Fighting Services, the country as a whole and
the individual National Serviceman.
G O L D M E D A L & T R E N C H G A S C O IG N E
Prize Essay Competition, i960.
Prize: T h irty Guineas and Gold Medal.
Closing date : November 16, i960.
Subject : 1. Discuss the importance of
Africa on world strategy;
OR

Sub ject: 2. “ T h e thermo-nuclear stalemate
makes a major war out of the question. The
Suez operation showed that a limited war, even
if successful, is bound to be a political catas
trophe. T h e internal security erf our colonies
and dependencies does not call for Forces o f the
size and complexity, particularly the complexity,
that we now have. What, then, are the Services
for? Discuss this with proposals on how the
Services should be reshaped.
General conditions for this essay competition
will be the same as for the 1959 competition and
can be found in A C I 82 o f 1959.

M EDALS
T h e M e d a l s o f t h e L a t e C .Q .M .S. S. H a r t ,
D.C.M.

In addition to the donations publiched in the
December Number of T h e Wasp and The
Eagle (page 68) the following have also kindly
subscribed towards the purchase of the medals
of the late C .Q .M .S. S. M art, d .c m ., 16th
F o o t:
General

S ir

Henry

C.

Jackson,

K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.....................................

Col. G . A. Anstee, O.B.E., m
I-p .......................................
Lt.-C ol. J. C . Preston, m .b
Col. A. C . Clarke, O.B.E.
Lt.-Col. M . E. Manage, o .b
Lt.-C ol. D . Milman, M.C.
Luton Branch
M r. G . M. Hull ...
M r. L . C . Crabb
M r. F . W. Batchelor
Anonymous

jC

*• d.

I

I O

D.L.,
IO

1

6

O o
2
2 o
I I o
IO o
I O o
5 o
2 6
2 6
2 6

£7 17

0

T h e purchase price has now been covered by
subscriptions and the balance of £ 3 / 8 / - will go
towards the cost of having the medals suitably
mounted.
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THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
(16th FOOT)
We are grateful for the following presenta
tions which have been made to the Museum : —
A Recruiting Sergeant’s blue hat with the
Red, White and Blue Rosette worn by the late
C/Sgt. S. Groves and presented by his daughter,
Mrs. Walker. These Recruiters’ rosettes are
becoming very difficult to obtain.
A group photograph of the 3rd Bn. The Bed
fordshire Regiment Team, winners of the Staff
Match in 19 11, also presented by Mirs. Walker.
The group includes the following which will
interest our older m e m b e rs C o l. The Lord
Ampthill, Capt. and Adjutant F. M. Bassett,
R.S.M. J. Hislop, C/Sgts. G . Webb, J. Dean, S.
Groves, W. Graham, S. Stratford, A. Stapleton,
Sgt.-Dmr. Prindeville and Sgts. H. Shotbolt, T .
West, F. Finch, W. Ward, W. Tipton. This
group is now on display in the Museum. A
frame containing a bronze plaque with inscrip
tion and the War and Victory Medals 1914-1918
of the late Pte. G . Halsey, killed in action
December 27, 1916, while serving with the ist
Battalion. Presented by Miss M. C. Debenham.
Two group photographs of the Officers of the
4th Battalion, presented by Capt. H. W. M.
Tollemache. One group was taken at the Batta
lion’s last Annual Training Camp at Hatfield in
May, 1914, and the other was taken at Dover
court in October, 1914. These groups include
Col. The Marquess of Salisbury, Majors Croft,
Heaton-Ellis and Halsey, Capts. Collings-Wells,
afterwards V.C., D.S.O., killed in action, H. W.
M. Tollemache and 2/Lts. Sprunt and Freer,
both later killed in acuon. A very interesting
plate of uniforms in colour based on the Loftie
Water Colours in the Bibliotheque Nationale,
presented by Brigadier Peter Young, one of his
many gifts to the Museum. A number of inter
esting Home Guard documents, covering the
period 1940-1944 and relating to the 3rd Bn.
The Bedfordshire Home Guard, presented by
Mrs. B. Wingfield. One Short Lee-Enfield Rifle
Mark III, dated 1919, and one long bayonet,
also one Nazi S.S. Dirk of the type carried on
Active Service, all presented by Major Ellis. The
long bayonet is of particular interest as early
types were made with a quillon. This was
abolished about 19 11, and cut off all existing
bayonets, as it was found that it was apt to
catch in the 1908 equipment, when handling
arms. Three very interesting albums, the pro
perty of her late father, have been given by
Sister Stewart of Aldershot. These contain
some wonderful photographs of India and many
of The Regiment between the years 1879-1914.
Mr. A. Prigmore has presented a card case
Badge of the ist Battalion dated 1912. Mr.
Prigmore was a bass player in the Band at that
time. These badges are very rare, the more so
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as the ist Battalion had their own specially de
signed badges which was unusual in Regiments
at any time. It consisted of the Regimental
Badge in brass surmounted by a crown, with
the Battle Honours enscrolled also in brass, the
whole surrounded by a silver wreath, with at the
base, again in brass, inscribed ist Bn. The Bed
fordshire Regiment.
Part of a 3rd Volunteer
locket has been presented by Bandmaster F.
Battle, and a menu card of the ist Battalion’s
final Regimental Dinner Night of May 23, 1958,
has been given by Major Robin Medley.
Some fourteen items have been received from
the Regimental Secretary on permanent loan
from the Managing Trustees of The 3rd East
Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot). These are
all articles which belonged to former ist and 2nd
Battalions the 16th Foot and include two inter
esting Miniatures of Officers in uniform (un
known) dated approximately 1798 and 1831 re
spectively, the silver cigarette box, presented by
the Officers of the 2nd Battalion to the Officers
of the Depot, on the occasion of the 250th Anni
versary. The Drum-Major’s Sash presented to
the ist Battalion by the Branches of the Regi
mental Association in April, 1955. The Black
and Silver Drum-Major’s Mace, presented to
the Officers 2nd Battalion by Cols. SpencerJackson and Eugster in 1929, and a silver drum
shaped Nutmeg Grater, presented by Lt. James
Straker in 1810 at Fort Amsterdam, Surinam. It
is inscribed to this effect and may well be the
only piece of silver to survive the two ship
wrecks of 18 12 and 1870.
Visitors to the Museum have been Major H.
A. R. Puttee, late ist Battalion, now with the
B.B.C., Major George Darlow, Miss Joyce
Godber, the County Archivist, Capt. John
Bushell, Mr. R. H. Smith, Mr. Peter Mason of
The Bedfordshire Times, Mr. Stanley J. Kretschmer of the Army Historical Research Society,
Major R. Ellis and ex-Drum-Major R. J.
Colburt, late 5th Battalion, one of the party who
successfully escaped from Singapore. Mr. E. P.
McBretney, Borough Engineer of Bedford, Mr.
J. H. Murfitt, Assistant Borough Engineer, Lt.Col. D. Rhys-Thomas, County Cadet Secretary,
Major W. J. Darville, Capt. F. W. Bout wood and
R.S.M . H. Wilmott, all of the 5th Battalion. Also
two parties from the 5th Battalion on Training
Days. Major P. F. Phillips, Capt. and Mrs. R.
C . Andrews, C .S.M . W. F . Poulter, M r. A. T .
Prigmore, Mr. R. H. Smith and M r. I. W.
Keech.

•

Have you ordered your copy of the
Journal?
W hy not do so N O W ?
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You recognise the fine, graceful lines. You’ve seen them
time and again, and you’ve admired them. You’ve come
to know that these are the lines of particular cars:
distinctive cars . . . Vauxhalls.

V IC T O R £505 + £ 2 1 1.10 .1 0 P T (£ 7 16 .10 .10 )
V IC T O R SU PER £530 + £ 22 1.19 .2 P T (£ 7 5 1.19 .2 )

There are a host of Vauxhall features which com

V IC T O R D E L C JX E £ 5 6 5 + £ i3 6 .lo .io P T (£ 8 0 1.10 .10 )

bine good looks with good sense. The looks are obvious.

V ICTO R E S T A T E C A R £ 6 o 5 + £ 2 5 3 .4 .2 P T (£858.4.1)

The good sense you can appreciate only by getting behind

V ELO X 6-cyl. £655 + £274.0 .10 P T (£929.0.10)

the wheel and having a trial run yourself. See your

C R E S T A 6-cyl. £ 7 15 + £299.0.10 P T (£ 1,0 14 .0 .10 )

VA U X H A L L

Vauxhall dealer about i t : he will be glad to help you.

Vauxhall Motors Limited ■ Luton ■ Bedfordshire
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THE ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron : Her Majesty the Queen

T

h is is t h e c e n t r a l f u n d o f all m ilitary charities and the main

stay o f the C orps and Regim ental A ssociation s to which

Soldiers, past and present, can appeal fo r help when suffering or
in general distress.
officers, m akes

In addition, the fund, adm inistered by senior

block grants

to other service organisations

which give practical help, outside the scope o f State Schem es,
to disabled ex-soldiers, or the dependants o f those w ho lost
their lives, throughout the Em pire.

T he need is g reat— the

calls are m any.

Please remember your relatives who served in the army
and make a donation, large or small, in memory of those
who fought for our freedom and gained it.
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THE ESSEX REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM
We have now been able to obtain photographs
of all members of The Regiment who have been
awarded the Victoria Cross, with the exception
of Pte. John McDougali, 44th Foot, who was
awarded the V.C. for his part in the Assault on
the Taku Forts in i860. We shall be grateful
for any information which might help in obtain
ing a photograph of Pte. McDougall.
Gifts to the Museum for which we extend our
thanks include: —
A set of 44th Foot Buttons which belonged to
Lt. F. N. Parson, v.c., and also some letters
written by him whilst he was serving in the
South African Campaign. These have been sent
to the Museum by Brigadier Popham.
The Associate Colonel, Brigadier Paton, has
presented a very interesting set of maps used at
Gallipoli, and from Mrs. Kitty Mitchell,
daughter of the late Col. William Graydon
Carter, C.M.G., we have received a bronze Eagle
which was found on the battlefield of Waterloo.
The Eagle is almost certainly one of those worn,
on their equipment, by the Imperial Guard.
A very detailed and comprehensive model of
part of the Ypres Sector in 1917, has been pre
sented by Mr. G. Faucheux. This model, which,
with the glass case, measures some 2ft. by 3ft.
6in., is an excellent reproduction of warfare in
the 1914-1918 War. In addition to the above
we have also received some sets of medals, and
included in our recent purchases have been a
Shako of the 44th, a coloured print—an Essex
Regiment Sergeant 1900, and the medals of No.
2583 Thomas Gregan, 44th, who served in the
Crimean and China Wars. Mr. A. E. Turner
has kindly sent us the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal which was awarded to his
father, the late R.Q .M .S. Edward Turner, who
enlisted into The Essex Regiment (44th Foot)
at the Tower of London in 1885.
Among our more recent visitors have included
a large number of boys from the Brentwood
Preparatory School. As part of their Easter
holiday task they were required to complete a
questionnaire which included several questions
dealing with the History of the former Essex
Regiment. Their lively interest and that of
many of their parents was most encouraging.
We regret that in our last notes we stated
Miss Kitty Martin had kindly donated items
which belonged to her father, Col. W. G. Carter,
and her brothers. The donor was, of course,
Mrs. Kitty Mitchell, and we extend our
apologies to her for the error.
In the very near future the Museum will move
to its new home, Regimental Headquarters,
which are to be housed in the former Depot
Officers’ Mess. The move will probably neces
sitate the Museum being closed for a period, but
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every effort will be made to re-open it as quickly
as possible.

THE ARMY AR T SOCIETY
Patron: Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent.
T he Society which exists to encourage art in
the Army and Sister Services, is holding its
29th Exhibition during October, i960, at The
Commonwealth Institute, South Kensington,
S.W.7.
All Ranks of the Arm y, Royal Navy and Royal
A ir Force, past or present, permanent or tem
porary, may submit works for consideration.
T he Society is an entirely unofficial organis
ation and for several years very successful exhi
bitions have been held in London each autumn.
Service artists can derive more interest from
their hobby by aiming at submitting works for
the exhibitions, which also give them an oppor
tunity to compare their standard and style with
others.
T h is year there w ill be two awards of Five
Guinea Vouchers (on Messrs. Winsor and New 
ton) and other awards donated by well-known
artist suppliers, for the pictures deemed by the
Committee the best, both in oils and in water
colours, submitted by non-member “ Serving ”
artists.
As the Society is non-profit making, the
entrance and hanging fees axe kept as low as
possible.
Intending exhibitors are invited to apply after
M ay 1 for particulars. Applications should be
addressed to The Honorary Secretary, The
Arm y Arts Society, Capt. A. J. Daldy, 16, K ing
Edwards Grove, Teddington, Middlesex.

THE ROYAL UNITED SERVICE
HOME FOR GIRLS
The object of the Royal United Service Home
for Girls is to provide a home for, and to pro
vide for the support in necessitous circum
stances of, daughters of the Men and Women
o f the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army and
Royal A ir Force below the ranks of com
missioned rank, and to maintain and educate
them, preference being given to the orphans of
men and women killed on active service.
The Home admits daughters of Servicemen
and women who have been placed in difficult
domestic circumstances through sickness or
other causes, rendering it necessary for the
parent to make temporary provision for the
children outside the normal home.
Age for admission 5-13 years. T he Home is
situated at Newquay, Cornwall.
Corres
pondence should be addressed to T h e Secretary,
Office of the R .U .S. Home for Girls, “ Damory,”
St. Mawgan, Newquay, Cornwall.
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Our last notes left us on the high seas looking
forward to our tour in Malaya, although a tragic
accident, in which Pte. Burton was killed, cast
a shadow over the rest of the voyage. Now we
are well established on land, with our next move
to Malacca looming up already. The lack of
easily-defined seasons seems to allow time to
slide by unnoticed. Easter rapidly followed
Christmas and we sweated just the same. We
arrived in Singapore at a difficult time of the
morning after a night of violent thunderstorms.
Despite a general bleariness, disembarkation was
soon completed and the Battalion drove off to
Nee Soon Transit Camp, Where a week was
spent getting acclimatised and re-kitting.
Families disappeared to various boarding houses
in Singapore, staying there for about a month
until their houses became available in Ipoh. Our
next stop was the Jungle Warfare School at
Kota Tinggi, where the training advance party
had been learning all about it, ready to instruct
us. This they did effectively and with the air
of veterans, and for a month everyone was kept
hard at it. The art of making oneself comfort
able in the jungle was soon learnt—the spirit
of self-preservation is strong in all of us!
Feeling confident, we moved to Ipoh, which is
400 miles North of Singapore, on December 19.
There were few regrets at leaving “ The Silver
City,” as the corrugated-iron camp was known,
for the monsoon rains forced their way into just
about everything, through the cracks. A heavy
programme awaited us at I pah, with settling in,
Christmas, and preparations for operations on
the 27th. By much hard work, all went well,
and, in fact, we had two platoons in operations
on Christinas Eve.
Since then our lives have hinged round the
jungle. Companies have been going in for 10
days and out for six. The Battalion has been
mainly working in the south of Operation
“ Jaya,” which is an area of about 15 miles by
20. It is very hilly, rising to 5,400 feet in the
centre—“ B ” Company had a base camp on
the highest point, which was as good as a change
of air station, though it was hard work getting
there. Few tangible results have been achieved,
but a great deal of valuable ground information
has been found. A few days ago seven terrorists
were reported to be in the area, and all avail
able troops were rushed in. All the companies
are now staying in permanently, and a platoon
of each is coming out in rotation for a few days’
rest. A fleeting glimpse of a C .T. was had by
“ A ” Company on April 16, and this, after
months of searching, has put our tails up and we
hope for better luck soon.
Having the privilege of serving in the Com
monwealth Brigade, we get many visitors, and

THE

EAGLE

there is little doubt they go away impressed
with the way the Australian, New Zealand,
British and Gurkha Battalions work together.
Ceremonial is not forgotten, and impressive
guards have been provided for various occa
sions, the last being in the funeral procession
of the late Yang di Pertuan Agong. It is to the
credit of the R.S.M . that such results have been
achieved with so little time to train soldiers
fresh from the jungle. There is no square,
which grieves him, but in Malacca there will be
a brand new one!
It is difficult to enter many major sports, but
in the two we have gone in for we have done
well. The fencing team narrowly missed
winning the Divisional Championship, though
all the individual prizes came to us, and our
football team is playing in the Divisional final
on M ay 4 and our hopes are high. Cricket and
badminton are played socially, not without
success.
An interesting sideline to our activities is a
parachute course, on which we have 20 soldiers.
B y the end of the year we hope to have a com
plete company trained in parachuting.
Lt.-Col. T . J. Barrow, d .s .o ., left us to go to
Hong Kong in January, having successfully
guided the Battalion from amalgamation until
launched into operations. We all owe him a
debt of gratitude, and only wish his tour could
have been rounded off with a successful contact
in the jungle. Lt.-Col. M . W. Holme, m .b .e .,
m .c ., has taken over, having come from the 3rd
Division, and has been rushed off his feet ever
since.
It is perhaps significant that we arrived out
here on Guy Fawkes Day, went into “ ops.”
on Christmas Eve and had our first contact on
Easter Saturday! The only thing that worries us
is the lack of festivals in the near future, but
in a multi-racial country that abounds in private
ones, no doubt some Moon Festival, Hari Raya,
or the like, will turn up to keep the record
straight for our first kill.
Our horizon is now Malacca, whither “ A ”
Company go at the beginning of M ay to get
ready the brand new barracks for us to move
into later in the year.
“ A”

CO M PANY

The Company Commander and a fair propor
tion of our N.C.O.s left us in August aboard
s.s. Nevasa to complete the jungle warfare
course in Johore, and were not seen again until
our reunion at Nee Soon Transit Camp in
Singapore in November.
Sgt. Hardy re
presented us on the administrative advance
party which flew to Malaya whilst we were
enjoying the pleasures of troopship life in
s j . Oxfordshire.
Since that time we have
spent an arduous period of jungle training in
Johore, enlivened by the efforts of L t. Veiteh

T H E A S S O C IA T IO N O F S E R V IC E N E W S P A P E R S A D V E R T IS E M E N T PAGES,
67/68 JE R M Y N STREET, ST. JA M E S 'S . S .W .l.
TEL. W H IT E H A L L 2504

Undoubtedly the coolest, cleanest drink
in the world with a subtle flavour of its very own.
Best results are easily obtained by simply
mixing Gordon’s and tonic water in a
goodish sized glass, add a thin slice of
lemon and relax . . . T h e n yo u ’ll have
proved to yourself that there’s
nothing, absolutely
nothing, so
good as a Gordon’s * G in and Tonic.
• a sk

f o r it b y n a m e

§ Gordon's
Huntley & Palmers

Delicious at any time
and especially tasty
with butter and cheese

Cornish

Wafers NESCAFE
1/ 2

Id
2
per packet

Nescafe is a registered trade mark to designate Nest Iis instant coffee
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Bob’s father didn’t buy his first car till he was 38 :
and even then it was a secondhand job, with a dickey
at the back where young Bob had to sit, come rain,
come shine. Yet here’s Bob buying a brand-new
saloon while he’s still in his twenties — thanks to
UDT, who help him to pay for his car over the
months instead of all at once.
UDT credit facilities are available to Servicemen of
all ranks, at home or abroad. Wherever you are sta
tioned, you can buy any make of car you choose with
UDT’s help—quickly and easily: safely, too, because

UDT is Britain's largest finance house, with long and
wide experience of all aspects of credit finance.
If you are stationed abroad, write for our special free
booklet — UDT Car Finance for
H.M. Forces Overseas. If you
are stationed in the U.K., get
in touch with your nearest UDT
office — the address is in the
local directory — or tell your
dealer you want to buy your
car on credit through UDT.

UDT helps people to help themselves
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Lieut.-Sir William Oliver inspecting the Guard of H onour provided by “ A ” Company, commanded by
Major C. C. Norbury.
and Sgt. Harris, abdy supported by the other
members of the training advance party, putting
us wise to the ways of the jungle. We have put
in 80 nights on operations among the rocks and
“ bukits ” of the Bubu Forest reserve, searching
for a very elusive enemy. As we go to press we
are packing our traps once again for. the journey
to Bukit Terendak Cantonment, in Malacca, as
the advance party to the new Brigade Group
barracks, the like of which, many are convinced,
has never been seen before by British soldiery!
It is our sad duty to record the death of Pte.
Ken Burton in an accident aboard the Oxford
shire. Burton was an old and popular member
of the Company, and his death came as a great
shock to us all. Our sympathies go to his
mother, relatives and many friends.
Since our arrival in Ipoh, we have welcomed
to the Company Lt. Wells and Sgt. Hiscock
from “ D ” Company; L t. Lampitt and Lt.
De’ath from O .C.T.U ., and two very effective
drafts from “ D ” Company. The latter, led
by Cpl. Burston, who has given us the S.A.S.
slant on jungle operations in no uncertain
manner! As always, the arrival of new friends
has been balanced by the departure of old, and
we have been forced to say au revoir to Lt.
Palmer who, having suffered the rigours of life
in a Borneo Long House, now commands a
platoon of Sarawak Rangers; to Capt. Scragg,

now commanding “ H.Q.” Company, and to Lt.
Veitch and Sgt. Harris, whose jungle experience
was required for instructional purposes in “ D ”
Company—these last two, however, we hope
will soon return to the fold. Before these notes
appear in print, Cpls. Walker and Ibbott and
Ptes. Roe, Alden and Worrell will have with
drawn their valuable support for the rigours o(
civilian life, and to them we wish the very best
of luck for the future. In closing these notes,
our congratulations go to Cpls. Ibbott and
Burstcn on promotion to Corporal, and to
L/Cpl. Gough, Bunker, Bramble, Harris and
Johnstone on gaining their first tapes; also to
Pte. Winney on the birth of a son.
“ B ” CO M PANY
Since arriving in Malaya, all talk has been
about Air Drops, Road Re-Sups, Lalang and
Bukits. Eighteen days after our arrival in Ipoh
found us on our first operation in the “ Uki."
This was notahle for the evacuation of Pte.
Boxhall (suspected meningitis) which necessi
tated a carry of six hours on an improvised
stretcher. Our thanks go to the Mortar Platoon
(Lt. Barnett and Sgt. Phillip) for their sterling
work during the casevac. We are happy to say
that Pte. Boxhall is now well on the road to
recovery. Our next important “ op.” was the
ascent of “ Gunong Bubu,” 5,434 feet. This
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was successfully accomplished, and we received
an air supply drop on the top, once the cloud
cleared sufficiently for the aircraft to see the
dropping zone. We celebrated next the Com
pany Commander’s birthday (March 19) in the
“ Ulu,” and a good time was had by all, in
cluding the Adjutant, who came in complete
with suitable liquid—codeword “ Open Circuit
Oxygen.” The day was also noted for “ fixes ”
by an Auster aircraft. A certain platoon of an
other Company are still convinced that they
were in the right area. However, if tlhey care
to contact Lt. W. Dodd (Sunray C / S 32) they
can have a copy of “ T h e Ditty ” of “ 32 For
Support,” composed in memory of one day’s
rations lost. We were very pleased to welcome
the Commanding Officer to Company H.Q. for
three days, and were assured by him that he en
joyed his “ jungle food ” immensely.
We have four men at present in Singapore
undergoing Parachute Training. They are Cpl.
Smith, Ptes. Randall - Wood, Parnell and
Seccotnbe. We hope that Sgt. Watson, who is
at present in hospital with suspected ulcers, will
soon be back in the fold. Leave has not been
forgotten. We have sent to the leave camp at
Penang forty - five N.C.O.s and men over a
period, and from all accounts, they have en
joyed it there. Tea in bed and waiter service.
Congratulations to L /C p l. Franklin, our
Company H.Q. signaller, on his well-deserved
promotion. He still finds it a bit difficult to
get “ Pedro,” the tracker dog, to speak to con
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trol. We have said farewell to C .S.M . Hogarty,
and welcome in his place D /M Simmonds, to
whom we extend our congratulations on his
appointment.
Since leaving U .K . we have lost quite a few
N .C .O .s: Cpl. Walker to “ H.Q.” Company as
Post Corporal; Cpl. Meyrick to “ H.Q.” Com
pany as Dining Hall N.C.O.; Cpl. Hammerton
to Q.M.s; Cpl. Grange to the M .T .
In the world of sport we have kept pace with
the remainder of the Battalion. 4 Platoon won
the Inter-Platoon Christmas Basketball Com
petition. Congratulations to L /C p l. Cook, Ptes.
Taylor and King on their selection for the
Battalion football team, of which readers have
no doubt been reading elsewhere.
We shall soon be losing Pte. Read (Company
Clerk), Pte. Parker (Arms Store), Pte. Searfe
and Cpls. Ward and Rogers. We wish them
bon voyage on May 24.
“ C ” CO M PANY
We have had an energetic time since our
arrival in Malaya. The training period spent
at Kota Tinggi was a hard one, and the sur
rounding jungle must rate high amongst the
most unpleasant in the whole of the Federation.
The daily storm at Kota Tinggi was something
to be remembered, it poured down every after
noon, and C /Sgt. Harris spent many a worry
ing day sitting in his stores, tin walls, door and
roof rattling furiously about him, lightning

\rno tagrap h b y l L t. B ye

Lt. Dodd and Sgt. Watson enjoying a joke while 5 Platoon prepare for operations.
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The Brigade Commander chats with Ptes. Green
and Glover, of “ C ” Company, at a demonstration
by Security Forces.

cracking between his legs and water every
where, wondering whether he would live to see
another kit check. Whilst in Johore, the Com
pany paid a number of visits to the Anchor
Brewery in Singapore, for educational purposes,
the free beer at the end was very enjoyable too!
The idea was that each member of the Company
made a trip. We regret to report that Cpl. Allen
must have misunderstood the rules. He went
round the brewery so many times that on the
last visit they thought he worked there and
would not let him come away with the rest of us.
It was at Kota Tinggi that Sgt. Madlin played
hide and seek with an elephant, and it was here
also that Cpl. Mannion and his section were
chased by a twenty-foot python. It will take
Pte. J. Higgins a long time to forget his train
ing days. He got bitten by a poisonous snake
in the middle of the night and was foolish
enough to declare it. We have always suspected
Lt. Taylor of being a bloodthirsty individual
and events that night proved us right. While
the rest of the platoon trembled in their beds,
poor Higgins was “ operated ” on. Cries of
“ another cut here,” “ deeper, deeper,” “ we
must have more blood,” etc., ensured us of a
sleepless night; we were all glad to see the dawn,
especially Higgins. In case you should get the
wrong impression, we hasten to add that the
Medical Officer complimented Lt. Taylor on
his “ razor-work,” and his patient made a com
plete recovery.
Just before Christmas we moved by rail up
to Ipoh. Here at Ipoh the camp is better and
the town is nearer, and we hit it off well with
the other units in the Brigade. We were the
first Company to start jungle operations, and
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7 Platoon and 8 Platoon spent their Christmas in
very uncomfortable ambush positions which
they maintained for a week. Since then our
jungle operations have settled into a fairly con
stant pattern. We were first up Gunong Bubu,
the local Everest, a mountain with no claim to
fame, other than its 5434ft. We see quite a
lot of the Malayan Aborigines, whom we use
as trackers and porters. Sgt. Madlin and Cpl.
Wardle spent an interesting two days in the
“ U lu ” with forty of them, bringing up our
rations. They did not have a single word of
each other’s languages, but we got our food
alright. When Sgt. Collison is not about we call
9 Platoon “ the Rubber Tappers,” there is some
story of their chopping a few rubber trees down
by mistake one day, but of course it is not true.
As usual, we have said goodbye to many old
familiar faces, we wish them the best of luck in
civilian life. We were sorry to see Sgt. Day go
to the M .T., and when Pte. Davies, our Com
pany Clerk, went the same way, we suspected
“ H.Q.” Company of a take-over bid. C.S-M.
Parrot has just left us for “ D ” Company; we
were very sorry to see him go, but already his
grey hairs are disappearing. We welcome 2/Lts.
Cross, Westcott and C .S.M . Nicholls to the
Company, and also all our signallers, who have
done us very well in the jungle, and they deserve
a special word of praise. So also do 7 Platoon
for winning the current basketball champion
ship!
“ D ” T R A IN IN G C O M PA N Y
“ D ” Company (Training), often called “ D ”
(Commonwealth) Training Company, is a
thriving organisation which has seen many
changes in staff and soldiery since our last issue.
Starting at the top, we give a very cordial wel
come to our new “ boss,” Capt. P. L . Philcox,
m .c ., who has arrived full of new ideas from
Hythe. He replaces Capt. Hancock, who joined
the Police at Kuala Kangsar as Liaison Officer,
only to return a short while ago to have a shot as
Intelligence Officer. We still have our stalwart
Australian element, i.e., Capt. Mclean and Lt.
Hagerty. The former chases recruits fresh from
England, and the latter chases N.C.O.s and
potential N.C.O.’s in his Cadres. L t. Adkin
struggles with the general administration of the
Company, and gets all the odd jobs, such as
writing these notes and instructing when
needed. The C.SjM . remains the same, C.S.M .
Russell, but we have said goodbye to C.S.M .
Nicholls as our Weapon Training W.O.II, as
he has gone to “ C ” Company and done a direct
“ swop ”
with their C .S.M . Parrott. We
give him a hearty welcome and hope he will
enjoy his stay with us. Also Cpl. Schofield, the
Company Clerk, will be leaving us soon on de
mob, and we wish him every success in the
future.
We have had several drafts of recruits through
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the Company, and they have had an enjoyable
time here before being pushed out into opera
tions. They are given an extensive course of
jungle training and shooting, which qualifies
them for “ bandit chasing.” In addition, several
trips to PanCkor Island, an island in the Straits
of Malacca, have been arranged as a holiday.
These went down extremely well, especially the
one on New Year’s Eve, which was a novel ex
perience for everybody. Tlhe draft in training
at the time of writing appears a promising one,
we have several “ old ” soldiers in it, including
Pte. Piper (ex-Coldstream Guards) and Pte.
J. Dziemidzik, who has served in the Polish
Army Cadets in Egypt. Almost 90 per cent of
this draft is regular, whioh is encouraging, in
view of the run down of National Servicemen.
Operations at the moment have been intensified,
due to the sighting of 7 C.T.s, and the whole
Battalion has become involved in one way or
another. “ D ” Company is no exception. The
Administration Officer, Lt. Adkin, and Sgt.
Harris, a training sergeant, had to go into the
jungle at about two hours notice to take over a
Platoon whose Commander was sick. Quite a
shock and a change for them. Also the recruits
are being continually used as escorts for vehicles
and Aborigines on the numerous re-supplies for
the companies in the jungle. It is frequently
exhausting work, but it is good experience for
them.
Everybody is looking toward Malacca, which
will be our new stamping ground (or in the
Company Commander’s view, new fishing
ground) sometime in the future.

,
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The Company Weapon Training Staff will be
involved in no uncertain degree with the
Brigade and Divisional Rifle Meetings, which
are being held in July and September re
spectively.
SU P P O R T C O M PA N Y
Support Company in name, Rifle Company,
in fact. We have, for a period of time, cast aside
our specialist weapons in order to carry out the
task of a Rifle Company in jungle warfare. We,
at least, consider we cope quite well. The
M .M .G. Patloon has been trained to provide
two tracker teams and a dog-handlers’ section.
They feel quite special! T he Corps of Drums
is still with us, and with the Mortar and AntiTank (plus Assault Pioneers) Platoons, make
up the three “ rifle ” platoons. Company H.Q.
always manages to get a few willing workers
for “ ops.” and either operates with a platoon
or hides itself in some inaccessible jungle.
Jungle “ ops.” keep us extremely busy. What
joy to get away from all the bumpf! Platoon
notes will cover various aspects of operations,
but be it sufficient to say that “ ops.” would be
far less pleasant but for the efforts of our
C.Q.M .S., who endeavours to supply our every
need. T o the people behind the scenes, our
storemen, Battalion H.Q. Staff, and so on, we
thank for their efforts to keep us in the “ Ulu.”
If they only realised . . . but to come to think of
it, they actually carried in our last re-supply,
so perhaps they do.
Being part of the Commonwealth Brigade has,
in many ways, broadened our outlook. No
longer do we wince when an Australian friend
asks if “ Blighty ” is a town or county in
England. Our vocabulary is changing con
siderably : “ Digger ” is n o t a roadworker;
“ Creek ” is something to go up w i t h a paddle,
and so on. We have entertained and been enter
tained by many Brigade units. We would like
to mention specially the Battery of Royal
Australian Artillery, who we hope have not yet
finished the rum (come back for more if you
dare), and the Royal Australian Regiment, who
think op. “ Bamboo ” rather more of a holiday
than “ Jaya.”
M O R T A R PLA TO O N
Since arrival in Malaya happenings have been
fast and furious. Firstly Christmas festivities,
our farewells to Sgt. Conboy who departed to
Brigade, then “ ops.” December 28 saw us
departing into the jungle full of expectations, a
long march in the sun on the first day decidedly
dampened our enthusiasm. The next day saw
us fully recovered and once more ready for die
fray. Excitement was scarce except for Cpl.
Beckwith falling and fracturing an odd couple
of ribs. Still he’s revived and is still with us.
Many miles have been walked but still that first
C .T. eludes us. Though we flog our weary way
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through the jungle day alter day tihe only thing
we manage to catch are:' Tinea, Excema and
Boils, the latter by the hundred. Cpl. O’Connell
and our cheery signaller, Ray Booker, easily
being in the lead regards the latter. In spite of
the hardships (these hills get bigger every day)
everyone has leamt to nuke themselves comfort
able in base camp and we consider that you can
keep your SQ U ARE, the jungle is for us.
A N T I-T A N K A N D A S S A U L T PIO N EER
PLA T O O N
We have for a short while laid aside our
M O BA T’s, and with the rest of the Battalion
our current preoccupation is frequent excur
sions into the heart of the jungle in darkest
Malaya. We have received the Assault Pioneer
platoon into the fold to supplement our strength.
We were broken into jungle training at Kota
Tinggi by Sgt. Dallimore and Cpl. Lowe who
had been trained on the Advance Party, and
have since put our training to test into what has
so far unfortunately been fruitless searches for
the local Communist Banditry. All in all the
platoon has settled down to life in the jungle
quite well, although there have been some
alarms of differing sorts. Pte. Martin, our
signaller, is not likely to forget the snake which
reared its head over the top of his wireless set,
and Pte. Kennedy has still not recovered from
the shock of seeing his rations being borne away
by a herd of jungle rats. Apart from that, how
ever, we have managed to make ourselves com
fortable. We can normally find plenty to laugh
at, and the high spot as far as the platoon is
concerned so far was on the first operation when
the Platoon Sergeant’s Basha gave way just
before last light. Th e fact that the Platoon
Commander was sitting on it at the time only
served to heighten the amusement. We have
had several “ foreigners ” attached to us, and
have made welcome Ptes. Poole, Booker and
Martin who have maintained our communica
tions from time to time. We have also had Ptes.
Atkins and Peck with their respective dogs
which, if nothing else, made nice platoon pets.
Finally we must not forget Pte. Budol, Sarawak
Rangers, whom we had officially as Platoon
Commander’s Basha Builder. As we have lost
the Sarawak Rangers we have filled the gap by
sending our nearest approach, Pte. Madder, on
a tracking course with the New Zealand Regi
ment.
Cpl. Higgins is not with us now after four
and a half years’ service in the Platoon. We
miss his “ old soldier ” tales of anti-tank gun
nery in Hong Kong and Brilon 1957 (a famous
battle honour).
M .M .G. P LA T O O N
All the old diehards are wondering what has
happened to M .M .G. Platoon, and what on
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earth is this Unit? Well, with C .T . few and far
between, one must have a tracking element con
sisting of visual trackers, dogs and firepower,
welded into a team to follow up any C .T . tracks
found. At Kota Tinggi we met up with our
Ibans, our visual trackers, and went with them
on a Tracking Team Course at the Jungle War
fare School. No sooner had we arrived in Ipoh
than the alarm sounded, and we spent Christmas
in the jungle. Since then we have formed our
selves into two teams, one under Lt. King and
one under Sgt. Tucker. We are on two hours
standby and always have our kit packed. We
welcome two signallers to the fold, L/C pl.
Uppington and Pte. Martin, and also Cpl.
Freeman.
Whilst not in the Ulu we spend our time
playing football and swimming in the Kinta
river. We have done quite well in the Socccr
line, and with the Dog Section, can produce a
good team. Pte. Duff, however, is under the
impression that we play Continental Rules, and
will insist on paying a call to the Char Wallah
in the middle of a half.
Ibans, Pte. Pettipher found out, have very
sharp parangs that make very short work of
trees, especially if you’re up them at the lime.
We have, alas, said goodbye to our six Ibans and
now have three Aborigines in the places.
“ DOG S E C T IO N ”
We are 22 strong, and are part of the old
M .M .G . Platoon. We would Like to welcome
Sgt. Smith and Cpl. Gardner, both of the
R.A.V.C., to our clan, and hope that they will
enjoy their stay with us. As with the Tracking
Team, we are used to hum down C.Ts. We
have two types of dog for this purpose, Tracker
and Patrol. A Tracker Dog works on scent on
the ground. A Patrol Dog works on air scent
and can “ point ” up to 400 yards in this manner,

2/Lt. Bye and Cpl. Trotter holding the 16 feet
python.
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giving the direction, and distance from the
enemy. We have eight Tracker and eight Patrol
Dogs. Our dogs are not angelic by any means,
and have bitten soldiers, including the Company
Commander. One dog in particular seems
allergic to signallers. Well, aren’t we all?
“ Arron ” showed Pte. Christmas who was boss
when it rained, and pinched his handler’s ham
mock for the night. Two deaths have marred
our set-up however, those of “ Brilliant ” and
“ Richard,” both of which occurred in January.
We ihave decided to buy a special muzzle for
Pte. Brigland, as his voice gets rather over
powering. We would like to congratulate Pte.
and Mrs. Atkins on the birth of a son, and
L/Cpl. Green and Sgt. Smith on their
marriages.
“ CORPS OF D R U M S ”
Since arriving here in Ipoh, the Corps of
Drums has been trying to prove that they are
not only fit for “ Drum Bashing ” but are doing
their best at “ Jungle Bashing” too. At the
moment we are using the S.L.R. more nhan our
drums and flutes, but we seem to feel more at
home doing our little bit in the Terrorist
Campaign. We have all learnt to cook our own
food anyway.
We regret that we are about to lose the happy
smiling face of L/C pl. “ Ken ” Carder, who is
returning to the U.K. for release. Good luck,
Mr. Carder. Two other members that we have
lost from our midst are Cpl. Bartlett and Pte.
Goodman, who are also returning to the U.K.
We have had, however, one reinforcement to the
Corps of Drums just recendy, Pte. Hudson, but
alas “ one man never did fill three blank
files.” We all say a hearty “ Welcome to
Malaya” to Mrs. Ada O’Connor who has
recently arrived to join her husband here at
Ipoh.
A rather grave, but important occasion, of
which the Corps of Drums will always be proud.
Our Drum/ Sgt. and 12 Drummers, together
with 12 men from “ B Company, took part, as
the British Army Contingent Guard, in the
Funeral Procession of the late King of Malaya,
“ Yang Di-Pertuan Agong,” on Sunday, April 3,
1960.
We wish to congratulate Drum-Major Simmonds on his recent promotion. We are sorry
that he leaves us for “ B ” Company but wish
him all success in the future. Sgt. Austin now
takes up the “ staff.”
“ H.Q.” CO M PANY
Since the December issue, Company Head
quarters have remained fairly stable as regards
arrivals and departures. Sgt. Phillips arrived in
Malaya from 5th Bedfordshire T.A. and has
since been promoted to colour-sergeant, taken
over the duties of C.Q.M.S. and started walking
around with a harassed look on his face all day,
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in that order. He has for some years been a
prominent figure in the Brigade Shooting Team.
There have been only two other arrivals: Pte.
Demetriou has given up his white waiter’s
jacket to take over Arms Storeman for the last
few months of his service. He departs for Eng
land on the S.S. Oxfordshire on May 6 and is
now on the “ days to do ” list and can therefore
be seen wandering around camp with, “ Get
some in, nig,” and other suitable phrases on his
lips.
Pte. Sanderson came to Headquarter
Company in February to take over as clerk in
the company office, and has proved himself to be
very capable in the short time he has been with
us. C .S.M . (Vic) Herd will be leaving the
Sharksfin soup, Nasi Goring and Chile behind
him on April 27, and will soon be getting back
to boiled beef and carrots. He is taking over
as R.S.M . of 5th Bedfordshire T .A . from R.S.M .
Willmott.
Congratulations to him on his
promotion to R.S.M ., and the whole Company
will be sorry to see him go after his long stretch
“ in the chair.” Our next C .S.M . will be C.S.M .
(Paddy) Hogarty.
Our local D ’Artagnan, Pte. Demetriou, took
part in the fencing competition between the
Regiment and the Hussars in March and did
very well after only a few weeks’ training in
swordplay to get third place in the sabre match.
IN T E L L IG E N C E S E C T IO N
“ You want the best A BOS— we have them,”
might well be the motto of the Intelligence
Section these days, as among our varied activi
ties is that of providing the Aboriginal porters
who carry the weekly re-supplies to the Com
panies in the jungle. These small men and even
smaller children, carry quite enormous loads and
each Platoon is provided with two of them to
assist the signaller to carry his wireless, and
needless to say, keep the platoon commander
supplied with turtle soup and other jungle
delicacies. There are usually two or three of
them squatting outside the Intelligence Office
waiting to be paid and provided one keeps up
wind of them they are very pleasant and
amusing company.
The Operations Room is the hub of the
operational side of the Battalion’s life and at
most hours of the day and sometimes of the
night it is busy wkh Company Commanders in
for a briefing, and colour sergeants arranging
resupply parties, and the intelligence staff keep
ing up the battle log, and passing messages to
the Platoons in the jungle or dashing off traces
for the inumerable “ O ” Groups which fill our
lives. The walls are covered with the usual
array of maps and multi-coloured pins and the
Intelligence Officer sitting behind his two tele
phones can see at a glance, we hope, where every
one is. As at present we have under our com
mand, Australians, Gurkhas, New Zealanders,
and Hussars, not to mention the Malay Police,
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the coloured pins sometimes almost obliterate
the map. At Kuala Kangsar Police Station,
thirty miles away, we have our “ Branch Office,”
where the members of the Section form a liaison
party with the police. There the jargon is
constantly of curfews, clearances, logging com
partments, Special Branch Frozen Areas and
some very tough gentlemen known as Sur
rendered Enemy Personnel.
Heavens, it’s time for the sitrep again and
here come some Abos for pay and the Paymaster
has gone home, and the C.O. must have that
trace in half an hour, and, and, and . . . . Who
said the base wallahs have it easy.
S IG N A L PLA TO O N
“ Wireless Communications in
Malaya,
although often difficult, are seldom impossible.”
We quickly discovered the truth of this state
ment when we began training soon after our
arrival in the Federation. Learning new sets,
new aerials, and new techniques was relatively
straightforward, but putting them into practice
was not so simple. There are many unpredict
able snags in wireless working in Malaya, and
it is only by experimenting and by experience
that one learns the limitations and the best
methods to use. Everyone worked extremely
hard in the early days and when the Company
and Battalion exercises started we were ready
for anything, but still very inexperienced. Now,
four months later, we feel like veterans and our
communications have reached a high standard
of efficiency and reliability. From our pre
decessors we heard such remarks as “ Morse —
Oh, 1 6 words a minute ” and “ our signallers
carry up to 8olb. on patrol.” These are now
commonplace events to us and in fact two
members of our control team claim that “ 18
words per minute are a bit of buck.” At present
our command net includes sub-units of several
Commonwealth units. Soon after operations
began Company signal detachments were
attached to the rifle companies for all purposes
except signal training. In February a cadre for
Company reserve operators was held and their
usefulness in the Companies has already been
proved, particularly when signallers are sick or
take some well-earned leave. The cadre trained
in England have proved themselves worthy of
their white lanyards and now approach any task
with the air of seasoned veterans.
Since the last notes there have been a number
of arrivals and departures.
Major R. L . Jackson went to Support Com
pany on promotion and handed over a clean
bright and shining Platoon to Lt. J. E. Hutch
ings. The latter, who had been learning the
ropes of signalling in Malaya with the Loyals
as a member of the Advance Party, was bliss
fully unaware of his appointment until a signal
shattered his tranquillity. We welcome Sgt.
Templeman who has come to start work again
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after a T .A . tour, Cpl. Higgins from Support
Company, Ptes. Luckman and Wilson from
“ D ” Company and Cpl. “ Lester ” Piggott of
the Cheshires who has foresaken the luxuries of
Singapore for a three-month attachment to us.
L /C p l. Carter has gone to England to get
married and the R.S.O. has given him a wedding
present in the shape of a three-month honey
moon at the Signal Wing, Hythe. We con
gratulate Pte. French on becoming a father, Cpl.
Neal, Ptes. Elliott, Faulkner and Booker will
shortly be following suit.
Sport has not featured prominently in our
activities recently due to operational commit
ments. However the following have played
games for the Battalion here:
Pte. Garrett,
football and cricket; L /C p l. Polley, football;
Cpl. Peachey, basketball; The R.S.O., fencing.
BAN D
On arrival out here the Band lost no time in
kitting themselves out in No. 3 dress and began
to build up what is now a high reputation
throughout Malaya and Singapore. The engage
ments are too numerous and varied to mention
but everywhere they go, be it the full band or
one of the dance sections, the reaction has been
most encouraging and several favourable Press
reports have been published. Radio Malaya
and Radio Singapore have both broadcast pro
grammes given by the Band. Radio Singapore
were brought to book by Mr. Brown, the Band
master, for publishing us as a “ Brass Band!”
However honour was satisfied when they des
cribed “ this crack Military ensemble ” as a
Military Band in a later edition! The fanfare
trumpets have attracted much attention and are
in great demand.
Q.M.’s D E P A R T M E N T
With initial issues of jungle clothing and
equipment just a ghastly nightmare of yester
year, the Quartermaster’s Department is sailing
through the calm waters that precedc the
Malacca Storm. We are now in the third camp
the Battalion has occupied since disembarking
in Singapore, and it is a welcomed change to
have all the Department together for a short
spell. So often in the last few months we have
had either Advance, or Rear, Parties miles away,
linked only by that masterpiece of modem in
ventions— that blight of all Quartermasters—the
telephone. Within a month, however, R.Q.M.S.
Jenns and his merrv men will be heading south
to the Promised Land of Malacca, to ensure
that plentiful supplies of milk and honey are
ready for the multitude.
Since arriving in Ipoh we have lost the oldest
member of our Staff, Sgt. “ Bill ” Barrett, to the
P R.I., where he has taken over the duties of
P.R.I. Sergeant. Also posted was Pte. “ Bill "
Williams, our R.A.O.C. Cobbler. We welcome,
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The Band playing at Kam pong Tawaj for an Old Folks’ Charity Dinner.
a young audience also.

however, his replacement, Sgt. “ Wally ” Bint,
and new members to the Staff: Sgt. “ Jock ”
East, Cpls. “ Ray ” Hammerton and “ Jeff ”
Lister, also Ptes. “ Ghez ” Newell, “ Eddy ”
Glover, “ Norm ” Howard and “ Ben ” Clow.
We hope their stay will be a long and happy
one. Our heartiest congratulations go to Sgt.
“ Pete ” Linnett whose marriage in U.K.
delayed his sailing date “ Slightly.” (Not a
word to the Q.M. about T H A T one.) Also to
L/Cpl. “ Alan ” Homewood on his recent
promotion to “ Supervisery Class.”
Staff
Sergeant “ Tiffy ” Blake, Craftsmen “ Lofty ”
Rowlands and “ Jock ” Shand are still “ Soldier
ing ” on in the Armourers Shop, whilst our
athletes of the Pioneers Shop, Ptes. “ Reg ”
Stevens and “ Sparks ” Speck are busy “ Box
ing ” for the forthcoming move.
M .T.

PLATO O N

Having arrived in Malaya, our first major
task was to move the Battalion to Kotta Tinggi
for “ Jungle Training.”
This went quite
smoothly. As training got under way, we found
ourselves providing a shuttle service for Com
panies to the various training areas, for at this
stage we had only 10 x 3-Ton Vehicles. In
addition, during this period, we managed to
train some new drivers.

They appear to have attracted

Early in December our Advance Party took
over the transport from The Loyals. This,
having stood in the open for about a month,
looked, to say the least, a sorry sight, for nhe
sun had ruined all paintwork. With our holding
of 3-Ton Vehicles now reduced to eight and the
Battalion committed to operations, drivers were
working round the clock and for three months
things were just a little hectic. Sgt. Warren and
his team of R.E.M .E. fitters are to be congratu
lated for keeping the vehicles “ on the road,”
working against the clcck in order to fulfil the
details. However, we now have more vehicles
and drivers and R.A.S.C. have “ volunteered ”
assistance on Ops runs, so the tempo has slowed
down to a more reasonable level.
During this period we said goodbye to Sgt.
Batchelor who had been M .T. Sergeant since
Dortmund days and in his place welcomed Sgt.
Day. Although he was not M .T. trained, Sgt.
Day soon sorted out his “ tippits and semidyhedral grommets ” and has now a firm grip on
the servicing, inspections and, in fact, the whole
Platoon. Regardless of banter and caustic
comment from various members of the Platoon
he has passed his driving test and is now con
sidered a true “ petrol feet.” As six months
have elapsed since we embarked in U .K., the
run out of individuals has commenced. We
have already bade farewell to Pte. Raife and
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M ajor and M rs. Stertning

shortly shall lose L /C p l. Brown (the C.O.’s
driver) and Pte. Dawson. However, there seems
to be no shortage of volunteers to join the
Platoon. Maybe the jungle is not so neutral
as we were led to believe.
O F F IC E R S ’ M E SS
We arrived in Malaya on November 5, but
were unable to open a Mess until we reached
Ipoh at the end of December. During the
interim period we were well looked after by the
R.A.O.C. at Kota Tinggi. As we were in the
process of moving, Christmas passed very
quickly. However, in early January, we dined
out Lt.-Col. T . J. Barrow who was handing over
to Lt.-Col. M. W. Holme prior to taking up a
staff appointment in Hong Kong. We con
gratulate Major H. N. Stenning on his marriage.
The reception was held most successfully in the
Mess amidst much champagne. The bridal
couple finally left for their honeymoon in a
“ Trishaw ” driven by Capt. Green. As the
New Year progressed, the tempo of social func
tions increased.. We have done much to promote
Commonwealth Relations with Regimental
Guest Nights and after-church drinks on Sun
days. In mid-January we entertained a Viet
namese Press delegation, headed by the Director
of Information, to dinner. They were highly
impressed on this their first visit to a British
Officers’ Mess.
In February, Mr. Pirie-Gordon, a director of
Glyn Mills, presented a most attractive silver

inkstand to the Mess. The stand consists of a
silver engraved tray with two ink pots. A
miniature hart surmounts one ink pot and an
eagle the other. This gesture by Messrs. Glyn
M ills Holt’s branch was much appreciated.
We are sorry to record the departure of
Majors D. W. Browne and H. N. Stenning, Lts.
Thorogood and Palmer. The following new
members Jiave joined: Capts. P. L . Purdy, P.
L. Philcox and Padre Stanley, 2/Lts. R. S.
Cross, P. B. Light, G. D. D e’Ath and D. N.
Westcott.
S E R G E A N T S ’ M E SS
Much rain has flown down the monsoon ditch
since our last contribution to The Wasp and
The Eagle. No longer do bulging T V eyes, like
two cherries in a glass of Gordons Gin, glare
sightlessly across the breakfast table at us. In
stead, with a warm health-giving sun beating
down on us all day, we watch members fighting
a losing battle with that friend of senile decay,
that bottled jungle juice, “ Tiger Beer.” We
now are firmly established in Ipoh and are
lucky to have a comparitively new, and very
comfortable, Sergeants’ Mess in which to hold
our weekly socials. These are attracting more
and more guests each week from surrounding
units, and are a great success. We have also
entertained the Warrant Officers and Sergeants
of the Australian and New Zealand Regiments
of the Commonwealth Brigade. This was a
night to remember (if only we could), and mem
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\Photograph by Capt, C. M . F . Randall.

T h e Silver Inkstand presented by Messrs. G lyn, M ills and Company, Holt’s Branch.

bers of the New Zealand Regiment treated us to
an exhibition of M aori Songs and Dancing Chat
was even more entertaining than certain mem
bers’ interpretations of the “ Rock and Roll ”
on a social night.
A r r iv a l s

and

D epartu res

Since arriving in Malaya, three members have
rejoined us from the T .A . C /Sgt. “ Bill ”
Phillips, Sgts. “ Bill ” Potton and “ Ron ”
Templeman, it’s a pleasure to have them home
again. Sgt. “ Len ” Smith, R.A.V.C., and Sgt.
“ Wally ” Bint, R.A.O.C., are our other two
recent arrivals, and we hope their tour with us
will be a long and happy one. On the other
side, we have said farewell to Sgt. “ Eddie ”
Edwards, now with the T .A . We wish him
every success in his new job and expect to see
more of him in the future. We have great
pleasure in welcoming three new honorary
members to the Mess, and congratulate their
proud parents. Janice Parrott, daughter of
C .S.M . and Mrs. “ John ” Parrott, born January
i960; Miles Hogarty, son of C.S.M . and Mrs.
“ Paddy ” Hogarty, born October 1959; Denise
Madlin, daughter of Sergeant and Mrs. “ Eric ”
Madlin, bom January i960.
C O R P O R A LS’ C L U B
During our stay in Ipoh, whatever time we
have had at our disposal, we have, as a Club
sown very good relationships with our neigh
bouring units, and within the Commonwealth
Brigade of which we are the only British In

fantry Battalion. Our Sunday morning football
matches with units in the Ipoh area have been
very successful in support we received and in
the entertaining of our guests after the matches.
So far we have played the R.A.S.C., Royal
Hussars (Q.M.O.), and the detachment of
R.M .P., whose Clubs are now open to us when
ever we need a change of scenery or topics to
chat about. It was during the match against the
Hussars that our excellent goalkeeper, John
(Trautman) Beckwith, “ came o u t” and chased
an opposing player and the ball through our own
goal much to the amusement of the team’s
supporters and to the consternation of the
player himself.
T

he

O u t in g

to t h e

S e a s id e

In the February on outing was organised for
members, wives and children to the seaside at
Lumut on the north-west coast, which was
enjoyed by everyone until the following day and
for several days afterwards when the greeting in
the Club was “ mind my sunburn,” especially
with Frank Foster who had acquired a new
moon on top of his head. Never mind, Frank,
the sun is not as hot at Harwich, even in July.
Recently we held a social evening to which we
invited our friends of the local units and their
wives; our Club being filled by 8 p.m. was a
good sign. During the evening amongst the
many games played, we held a Dutch Auction,
the proceeds of which were presented as a
donation to the local Salvation Army Home for
Boys.
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The Battalion Team v. The Kinta Indians — 7959 Champions
Back row : Lt. (Q.M.) D. Bebbington, Pte. Garrett, Pte. Marshall, Pie. Curtis, Pte. Winney, Pte. Casey,
Pte. Usher.
Front row: Pie. Ashby, Pte. Murphy, Pte. Shortland, Pte. Allen (captain), Pte. Sawford.
In closing we wish to offer our congratula
tions to all the members on their promotions, to
individualise would fill this magazine, and to
those members who have departed on posting,
release and who are due to do so in the future,
we extend our very best wishes to all.
TH E B A T T A LIO N FO O T B A LL T EA M
It is with a great sense of pride of achieve
ment that we report the success of our football
team since arriving in Malaya. Still under the
management of Lt. (Q.M.) D. Bebbington, we
have formed a brand new team which has more
than come' up to expectations. Seven of the
team were recently selected to represent the
Combined Services against the Malaya team
and all seven put up sterling performances. We
have also played combined teams from Lower
Perak and North Perak, winning both matches.
Our best game was against the Taiping Prisons
team in a charity match—this team is considered
to be the best individual team in Malaya. After
leading 2—0 for most of the game, the heat and
pace of the game began to tell and the much
fitter Malayan team scored three goals. How
ever we were not disgraced, and some very good
write-ups in the newspapers in our favour were
published.

In the first round of the Army Cup we won
against Royal Signals on their ground 6— 1, and
followed up with a sound victory over the New
Zealand Regiment of 7—o. During this period
between these Cup matches we played com
bined North Malaya twice and beat them 3— 1
and 4—2. Our third match in the Army Cup
was also our semi-final in the Divisional Cup
against the Royal Hussars and, for the first time
playing in our home town of Ipoh, we again
defeated this team 3— 1. The team this year
consists of one professional, Pte. Allen, who
captains the team and is on Charlton’s books,
and ten amateurs. They have all adapted their
play to produce an effective, fast-moving team
that plays constructive, attractive football. The
team enjoys a large following of both Battalion
and civilian supporters and often plays to
crowds of several hundred.
Although the players form a good all-round
team, outstanding amongst them is Pte. Allen,
the fast-moving centre-forward, whose lighten
ing dashes down the middle, combined with
clever footwork and a powerful shot, ensures
him a great following amongst any crowd. Ably
supporting him is his inside-right Pte. Murphy,
a clever, constructive footballer whose ginger
head is seen in every part of the field, assisting

Master-at-Arms: Sgt. Day, B.
Throughout the competition Sgt. Day fenced
with great skill and did not lose a single fight—
a feat of physical endurance in itself. On the
following day we met The Royal Hussars in the
Divisional Team Final. In an exciting and very
even contest the Battalion Team was defeated
by the last hit in the last fight. The match
could not have been closer and it was rather
galling to miss a visit to Hong Kong for the
FAlRBLF finals by so narrow a margin. How
ever, we have the consolation of knowing that
the Battalion will be well represented in Hong
Kong by Sgt. Day who will take part in the
Individual Championships.
The measure of success achieved in such a
short time is almost entirely due to Sgt. Day’s
coaching and enthusiasm. With regular train
ing we are confident that we can improve a great
deal by next year.

Regimental Depot
The Battalion Fencing Team— i960.
Front row (left to right): Sgt. Day, Lt. J. E.
Hutchings, Capt. C. M. F. Randall, Lt. M. Adkin.
Back row: Pte. Simpson, Lt. R. E. Hagerty
(R.A.A.C.), Pte. Demetriou.
his own defence as well as splitting the opposi
tion. At centre-half is Pte. Winney, a cool,
calculating player whose anticipation is a delight
to watch. Much of the credit for the low total
of goals scored against the team must be shared
between him and the goalkeeper, Pte. Curtis.
This ’keeper seems to improve with every game
he plays, and has the complete confidence of
every member of the team.
FEN CIN G
The climate of Malaya makes fencing a very
hot business indeed. However the enjoyment
and physical benefit derived from this sport
outweigh the discomfort and heat to a very
large extent. Early in February a nucleus erf
fencers, some experienced and some not, to
gether with a small group of beginners, started
training for the Divisional Fencing Champion
ships. In mid-March we took part in this
tournament at Ipoh. The following results were
obtained in the Individual Championships:
Foil: 1st, Sgt. Day, B.; 5th, Pte. McDonald,
C.; 6th, Lt. M. Adkin.
Epee: 1st, Sgt. Day, B.; 3rd, Capt. C. M. F.
Randall; 5th, Lt. J. E. Hutchings.
Sabre: 1st. Sgt. Day, B.; 3rd, Pte. Demetriou,
A.; 6th, Lt. R. E. Hagerty (R.A.A.C); 7th, Pte.
Simpson, D.

Lieut.-General Sir Reginald F. S. Denning,
K.B.E., C.B., Colonel, The Third East
Anglian Regiment (16th/44th Foot).
April 1, i960.
Sir,—I have the honour to report that the
Regimental Depot erf the Third East Anglian
Regiment (i6th/44th Foot) was closed on this
day.
The occasion was marked by the presence at
a small ceremony at the entrance to the Depot
of the Chairman of the Brentwood Urban
District Council, Councillor Mrs. Dell, j . p . , c.c.
Last Post was sounded and the Regimental
Flag was lowered. A bouquet was then pre
sented to Mrs. Dell on behalf of yourself and
All Ranks of the Regiment to convey our appre
ciation erf the happy association that has always
existed between the people of Brentwood Mid
Warley and the former Depot of the Essex
Regiment and of the Third East Anglian
Regiment. The remaining troops, under com
mand of the Adjutant, Capt. B. M. Parsons,
with R.S.M. E. Hellicar as Second-inCommand, marched ceremonially out of
barracks while Reveille was sounded.
The Regimental Flag has, however, been
re-raised to signify that although the Regi
mental Depot has closed, Regimental Head
quarters will remain and the Regiment’s link
with Brentwood and Warley has N O T been
severed.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. B. K ITT O ,
Major, Officer Commanding.
3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot),
Warley Barracks.

[Photograph by “ The Brentwood Gazette
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Major Kino (O.C. Depot), accompanied by Mrs. Dell (Chairman, the Brentwood Urban District Council),
watch the lowering of the Regimental Flag and closing of the Gates. In the background the Regimental
Secretary and Major Stead, Secretary, The Essex Regiment Association.
The above report of the final dosing of the
Regimental Depot, made by Major J. B. Kino,
the last C.O. to the Colonel of the Regiment,
was preceded by a brief but impressive cere
mony held at the Depot on the morning of
April x.
Shortly after u a.m. the company, which
included Mrs. Dell, Chairman of the Brentwood
Urban District Council, Major Kitto, O.C.,
Depot, Lt.-Col. A. C . Young, Regimental
Secretary, Major T . R. Stead, Secretary, the
Essex Regiment Association, and others
assembled at the Depot gates.
In a short address Major Kitto mentioned
the long and happy association of the Essex
Regiment with Warley Barracks, the shorter but
equally happy association of the 3rd East
Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot) with them
and the thousands of men who had been
trained and had passed through during the
Regiment’s some ninety years’ occupation of
the Barracks. Now all recruits would be
trained at the East Anglian Brigade Depot at
Bury St. Edmunds, but there was one bright
gleam in this sad business, the retention by

the Regiment of the former Depot Officers’
Mess as its Regimental Headquarters, thus the
link with Warley and Brentwood would still
be maintained.
In conclusion, Major Kitto said the Regi
ment’s association with the inhabitants of
Warley and Brentwood had always been most
happy and as a token of the Regiment’s appre
ciation of this association he then presented
Mrs. Dell with a bouquet, in the Regimental
colours, on behalf of the Colonel of the Regi
ment and All Ranks. Mrs. Dell replied and
emphasised the happy ties which had always
existed between the Regiment and Brentwood
and Warley and stated how happy they were to
know these ties would still exist.
T he Regimental Flag was then lowered while
the Buglers blew the “ Last Post.” This was
followed by the marching out of the Depot of
the last party of men under the command of
Capt. B. M. Parsons, the Adjutant, with R.S.M .
E. Hellicar as Second-in-Command.
The
salute was taken by Mrs. Dell and Major Kiuo.
After the party had passed the gates were closed.
The Buglers blew “ Reveille ” and the Regi
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mental Flag was raised again to signify that
although the Depot was closed the Regiment
was still there and its Regimental Headquarters
would now become its home and preserve the
links which had existed all these years with the
people of Warley and Brentwood.
GENERAL

L e Roi est mort — vive le Roi.
We feel that this well-known expression
sums up our thoughts as we write these notes
from a Depot devoid of the bustle and hustle
of normal Depot life. As the last outward
signs gradually disappear Regimental Head
quarters begins to blossom and we are very
glad to think that our old Officers’ Mess is to
become its home, as well as that of the Essex
Regiment Museum. So the flag still flies!
Since our fast Annual Administrative Inspec
tion on November 26, 1959, which we are glad
to report went off very well, our members have
dwindled and everything we have done has had
the inevitable thought in the background of
“ this is the last time we shall do this.”
Chrisitmas was celebrated with the usual
“ gusto.” We had an excellent dhdldren’s party
and our thanks go to Sgts. Hirst and South,
Cpl. Wanminger and the ladies, headed by Mrs.
Stead, for the splendid tea, entertainment and
presents they provided. The Qhristmas dinner
on December 23 was a triumph for Capt.
French, Sgt. Hirst and his cooks, who provided
a memorable meal which was much enjoyed.
The final Passing-Out Parade was held on
March 12. It was a modest affair, from which
nine Regular soldiers passed-out to join the
Battalion. We much appreciated the services
of the Corps of Drums of the 1st Bn. The Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment on this occasion.
Since then we have carried out no training
commitments and have been mainly concerned
with the process of closing down.
There has, of course, been many departures
during this period and to all those who have
left us we bid God-speed and hope they will
have happy memories of their service at the
Depot. We wish particularly to mention the
departure of Major Palmer, who handed over
command of the Depot in December to take up
a Staff appointment at the Ministry of
Defence. His period of command coincided
with the amalgamation and the hard work and
boundless enthusiasm with which he carried
out his duties as Secretary of the Amalgamation
Sub-Committee and as O.C., Depot, and later
as the first C.O. of the new Regimental Depot,
played a very important part in ensuring the
success the amalgamation has proved to be. We
wish him and Mrs. Palmer all good luck and
happiness in the future.
R.S.M. Hellicar has been posted to the Far
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East and leaves in July for Nee Soon, where
he will carry out the duties of Garrison
Sergeant-Major. This will, he expects, be his
last tour of service before he retires and we
wish him and Mrs. Hellicar a happy tour.
C.S.M . Archer has been posted to the 5th Bn.
The Bedfordshire Regiment (T-A.), C /Sgt.
Belcher, Sgts. South, Cracknell and Richardson
have joined the Brigade Depot.
Major Stead, after nearly 21 years’ Regi
mental service, has retired and has taken up
his duties as R.O. I l l at Regimental Head
quarters, where his principal interests will be
the Essex Regiment Association and the Essex
Regiment Museum.
On February 24 Col. Sir John Ruggles-Brise,
H.M. Lieutenant for Essex, honoured us with
a visit to say farewell. His never failing
interest in Regimental affairs is a great help
and encouragement.
Lts. Pike and Sincock, who were posted to
the Brigade Depot, pending joining the 1st
Battalion, have decided, with Cpl. Carroll, to
join the Battalion by motoring overland and it
is hoped to give a full account of their
departure in the December number.
The rime has come to disperse and write our
final farewell. Major Kitto, after leave and a
resettlement course, retires to civil life; Capt.
Parsons is to take up a Staff appointment in
Aldershot District; Capt. French and C /Sgt.
Boreham, the fast to leave, are to join the 5th
Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment and to go to
civil life respectively.
So goodbye and every success to all at Regi
mental Headquarters who now have the
responsibility of keeping the Regimental Flag
flying true and bold.
S E R G E A N T S ’ M E SS
On Friday, March 18, the doors of the Depot
Sergeants’ Mess closed for ever.
A sad
occasion, which was felt deeply by all
concerned. However, in spite of this hanging
over us for some long time, we can justly claim
that we maintained to the end a very high
standard of hospitality and entertainment.
In November we held a triangular games
evening between ourselves, our neighbours, 1st
Bn. The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, and
our old friends, 4th Bn. The Essex Regiment
(T.A.), in which we proved to be the eventual
winners. This was followed in December by
a very successful Christmas Draw, in which
over 2,000 tickets were sold. The Committee,
ably led by C /Sgt. Boreham, are to be con
gratulated on their splendid efforts. Our final
social event took place in February, when at a
social evening we entertained some 25 members
of the London Branch, under the leadership
of our old friend Mr. (Bill) Aldridge. Spirits
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Officers of the Depot with Colonel S ir Joh n A . Ruggles-Brise, B t„ C .B., O .B.E., T .D ., J.P ., H.M .
Lieutenant for Essex, on the occasion of the L o rd Lieutenant’s farewell visit.
Left to right : 2 / L l. V. J. G ee, M ajor T. R . Stead, Capt. V. A. French, Capt. B. M . Parsons, L t. P. J.
Sincock, The L o rd Lieutenant, L t. W. R . UP. Pike, M ajor J . B. K in o .

were high, the company was good and a good
time was had by all.
Many departures have, of course, taken
place and some are mentioned elsewhere in
these notes, but in addition Sgt. Fletcher left
to join the 5 oh Bn. The Bedfordshire Regi
ment (T.A.), S/Sgt. Adams (R.E.M.E.) left for
the R.M.P. Depot at Woking, C.S.M . Tredwell
for B.A.O.R., and Sgt. Dickerson (R.A.E.C.) for
Colchester. Sgt. Dixon has gone to Aden,
Sgt. Walker has relieved Sgt. Tofield as the
Army Recruiter at Chelmsford, and Sgrt. Hirst
has left for Shomcliffe.
Sgts. Tocock and
Tofield have gone to civil life. We wish them
all good luck for the future and send our sincere
congratulations to Sgts. Hirst and Richardson
on their well earned promotion to Warrant rank.
And so farewell until we meet in other places.
SP O R T

H ockey
This has been the most successful hockey

season at the Depot for some years, as the
following figures show:
Games played, 25; Won, 18; Drawn, 1;
Lost, 6; Goals for, 68; Goals against, 28.
The team is to be congratulated on winning
the East Anglian District Minor Units’ Com
petition and on being runners-up in the Eastern
Command Competition. The Command final
was played on March 30 at Raynes Park and
resulted in a clear win for the R.A. Depot,
Wcolwich. They fielded a very strong side
with which our team, collected from Warley,
Bury St. Edmunds, Dover and London, owing
to the closing of the Depot, was unable to
compete. The results of the District and
Command Competitions were:

D istrict

First round: beat A.A. Signal Squadron, 5-0.
Second round: beat R.A.M .C., 2-0.
Final: beat Depot, The ist East Anglian
Regiment, 3-0.
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[Photograph by Larry Morgan, King’s Road, Brentwood

The Regimental Depot Hockey Team, J959/60 — Winners the East Anglian District M inor Units Hockey
Competition.
Standing (left to right): C pl. Smith, Capt. French, C /S g t. Leach, Capt. Pike, Pte. K eune, R .S .M . Hellicar,
Sgt. Tocock (Umpire).
Sitting (left to right) : L / C p l. Bell, Pte. Parker, Capt. Parsons, C pl. Sm ith, M ajor Kitto.

Command
Semi-final: beat R.E.M .E., 2-0.
Final: lost to Depot, R.A., 0-4.
Twenty other friendly games were played,
eight against Major Units. In the District
Major Units Competition we had a very enjoy
able tussle against the Gunner Regiment from
Slhoeburyness and finally lost 3-4 after extra
time.
Depot hockey finished on a very high
standard and the excellent results have been
due to the enthusiasm and good team work of
all the players. It is not proposed to mention
individuals but our special thanks go to Sgt.
Tocock for his contribution to Regimental
hockey, both as a player and more recently as
a very reliable umpire. We wish him well on
his retirement from the Army.
F o o tball

The Depot football team did not do as well
as it did in the season 1958/59, but nevertheless
a match was played almost every weds and well
over half of them were won by the Depot team.
In the East Anglian District Miner Units Com
petition, in which we were the winners for

1958/59, we were beaten in the second round
by 156 Provost Company, R.M .P., a very strong
side.
The team was very ably captained this
season by L /C p l. Brothers, until he left for
the Brigade Depot, when his duties were taken
over by L /C p l. Amos, but by this time our
numbers were so small that even the Officer
i/c Football was almost justified in including
himself in the team!

MR. AND MRS. PURSER
On Thursday, February 25, a Regimental
cocktail party was held at the Regimental
Depot, at which were present the Colonel of
the Regiment and Lady Denning, the Associate
Colonel and Mrs. Paton, Col. and M rs. Salew,
Col. and Mrs. Noble, the Brigade Colonel and
Mrs. Heal, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Milman, Lt.-Col.
and Mrs. Pepys, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Simmons,
Major J. B. Kitto and the Officers of the Depot
with their wives, the Regimental Secretary and
Mrs. Young, and serving and retired Officers
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Regiment, and Col. Salew made the presenta
tions. Brigadier Paton said “ As the former
Colonel of the Essex Regiment I have one last
task left me which gives me pleasure. This
evening we want to make clear the great debt
the Essex Regiment owes to Mr. and Mrs.
Purser; for tihe best pan of forty years they
have looked after us in the Regiment. They
set a standard in the Mess that few could equal
and none surpass.” Col. Salew spoke of the
splendid loyalty and devotion of Mr. and Mrs.
Purser, which began when Mr. Purser joined
the Regiment in 1916.
The Eagle and cheque were then handed to
Mr. and Mrs. Purser. Mr. Purser in his reply
said it had been a privilege and pleasure to serve
the Officers of the Regiment.
We are glad to announce that Mr. and Mrs.
Purser will continue to serve the Regiment, Mr.
Purser having accepted the position of Store
man at Regimental Headquarters. They will
continue to occupy the flat in the Officers’
Mess.

[Photo by Lindrum Studios, 4 , High Street, Brentwood

M r. and M rs. Purser after receiving their
presentations.

of the Regiment. Although the occasion was
somewhat a sad one with the thought it was
the last Regimental social occasion to be held
at the Depot, all were cheered with the news
that the Mess would become Regimental Head
quarters and thus remain in the Regiment.
During the evening the opportunity was taken
to say goodbye to Mr. and Mrs. Purser and to
mark their long and loyal service to the Essex
Regiment. Mr. Purser enlisted in the Essex
Regiment in 1916 and was Officers’ Mess
Steward in the Regiment for some twenty years,
while Mrs. Purser has served as Officers’ Mess
Cook.
T o mark their sincere appreciation of Mr.
and Mrs. Pursers’s long, loyal and excellent
services to the Regiment the Officers of the
Essex Regiment had subscribed towards a
farewell present. This consisted of a sub
stantial cheque and a carved wooden Eagle with
the following inscription on a silver plate on
its base:
Presented by the Essex Regiment
to
Mr. and Mrs. Purser
in recognition of their loyal and devoted
service to the Regiment, 1916-1958.
At the invitation of the Colonel of the Regi
ment, Brigadier Paton, late Colonel of the Essex

5th Bn. The Bedfordshire
Regiment (T.A.)
The following telegram was sent to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother
on the occasion of the celebration of the
Battalion’s Centenary:
“ All Ranks The Bedfordshire Regiment
(T.A.) celebrating their Centenary at Bed
ford submit their humble duty to Her
Majesty and send their loyal greetings.'’
L

uke,

Hon. Colonel."
The following was Her Majesty’s gracious
reply:
“ I was deeply touched by your kind message
of loyal greetings, and I send my warmest
good wishes to all ranks of the 5th Battalion
The Bedfordshire Regiment (T.A.) on the
occasion of the Centenary of The Regi
ment."
E L IZ A B E T H R.,

Colonel-in-Chief.

The preparations for the Centenary, which
the Battalion celebrated on March 20, occupied
much of the first quarter of this year, and in
cluded rehearsals at Bedford and Luton on
several Sundays beforehand. When the great
day came we were blessed with cool but bright
weather, to everybody’s relief. From an early
hour Kempston Barracks were once again a
hive of activity, a sight which brought happy
feelings to many old comrades who had been
sorry to see the Barracks lying dark and empty
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during the months before the 5th Battalion took
them over.
The celebrations began with a luncheon in
the Officers’ Moss, given by the Hon. Colonel,
Colonel The Right Hon. Lord Luke. Some 50
officers and their guests were present at the
lunch, which taxed the capacity of the Mess to
the utmost. Among the guests were H.M.
Lieutenant for Bedfordshire, Major Simon
Whitbread and Mrs. Whitbread; the Secretary
of State for War, the Right Hon. Christopher
Soames, and Mrs. Soames; the Right Hon. Dr.
Charles Hill, Member of Parliament for Luton,
and Mrs. Hill; the Right Hon. Lennox Boyd,
Member of Parliament for Mid-Bedfordshire,
and Lady Lennox Boyd; the High Sheriff,
Aid. N. G. Brightman; the Mayors of Bedford,
Luton and Dunstable; the Colonel of The Regi
ment, General Sir Reginald Denning; the
Associate Colonel and Mrs. Paton; General Sir
Henry Jackson; the District Commander,
Major-General Talbot, and Mrs. Talbot; the
Brigade Commander and many others.
After lunch, a simple but impressive Service
of Thanksgiving was held in the Parish Church
of St. Paul’s, Bedford. The Church, a large one,
was packed with the Battalion and their guests,
retired officers, old comrades, and many others
who had come to pay their tribute of respect
and good wishes on this Centenary Day. The
Vicar of St. Paul’s, the Rev. J. H. King, m .b . e .,
m .a ., assisted by the Rev. J. Bowers, A.K.C.,
Chaplain to the Battalion, conducted the service,
and the address was given by the Archdeacon
of Bedford, the Venerable B. C. Snell, m . a .
After the service the Battalion marched
through Bedford with Drums Beating, Colours
Flying and Bayonets fixed, thus exercising the
privileges granted to The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment when the Freedom of
Entry to the Borough was bestowed on The
Regiment in 1946. This Freedom was extended
to the 3rd East Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th
Foot) on May 30, 1959, on the occasion of the
Presentation of Colours to the 1st Battalion.
With the Battalion on parade were “ D ”
Company 301 (E.A.) Battalion W.R.A.C. (T.A.),
with detachments from the Bedford School and
Bedford Modem School C.C.F.s, with their
Corps of Drums, the Bedfordshire A.C.F., and
the Old Comrades Branches. Six branches had
their Standards on parade, and especially wel
come was the Standard and contingent from the
Saffron Walden Branch of The Essex Regiment
Association. The salute was taken by the Lord
Lieutenant, Major Simon Whitbread, from the
saluting base in St. Paul’s Square. After the
march-past the Battalion marched back to
Kempston Barracks and made its official entry
into its new home in the Keep.
After the parade had been dismissed, guests,
friends and families were entertained in the
Officers’ and Sergeants’ Messes and the Social
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\Photograph by News Assignments, Bedford.

The Old Comrades headed by their Branch
Standards, among which was the Standard of the
Saffron Walden Branch of The Essex Regiment
Association, and led by Colonel M. L. Reynolds,
o.B.E., and the Secretary The Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiment Association, Major D. T.
Tewkesbury, M.B.E., march past.
Club, and the day ended with the Band and
Drums beating Retreat on the square. Thus
ended the celebrations, and soon the Keep be
came quiet and still, but with a difference to the
preceding months of darkness and emptiness,
men of The Regiment were back within its
walls!
★
★
*
The move into the Keep was completed
when the Quartermaster and his staff were
finally “ dug out ” of the stores and offices in
the huts, in the fields, which had been their
“ home ” for many years. Let it be said that
if at first they appeared to be a little reluctant
to move, we are sure that they will soon settle
down and will be as happy as the rest of the
Battalion is in its new home.
*
*
*
A new and very successful system of train
ing was introduced this winter. On one Sunday
of each month the Battalion has assembled at
Bedford where training in the following cadres
has been carried o u t: Officers’ and Senior
N.C.O.s, Junior N.C.O.s, Recruits, Signals,
M .T. and Support Weapons. On one occa-
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The Bedfordshire Times.

(Top left): Left to right: Brigadier C. M. Paion, C.V.O., C.B.E., D.L., Associate Colonel, Lieut.-General Sir Reginald Denning, K.B.E., C.B., D.L., Colonel ~
The 3rd East Anglian Regiment (t6th/44th Foot), His Worship The Mayor of Bedford, the late Alderman C. N. Barrott, The High Sheriff, Alderman N. G. «
Brightman, J.P., H.M. Lieutenant for Bedfordshire, Major Simon Whitbread, J.P., Colonel The Right Hon. Lord Luke, T.D., DM., Hon. Colonel $th Battalion
The Bedfordshire Regiment (T.<4.). (Top right): The Drums passing the Saluting Base, (Bottom left): No. t Guard marches past. (Bottom right): The
Colours (Colour Officers : Lt. N. R. Ayrton and i/ L t. P. J. Source).

sion we were particularly pleased to have “ R ”
Battery of the 286 Field Regiment Royal
Artillery (The Hertfordshire Yeomanry) with
us for the day. They are our affiliated Battery.
Shooting has continued, but not with quite
the success of previous years. In the Brigade
Rifle Meeting we came third to the 5th Northamptons and 4th Essex. Capt. W. D. Folds
and C/Sgt. Dixon provided the Battalion’s best
effort by coming first in the L.M .G . Pairs
(T.A.). The following results were obtained in
the District Rifle Meeting :
The 54 (E.A.) Infantry Division Team Com
petition—Third.
Individual Rifle Competition, T. A. Units :
T.A. Champion — Capt. W. D. Folds.
Veteran Champion — Capt. W. D. Folds.
Individual Rifle Competition, T.A., Units :
Regular—W.O.II J. Jackman—Third.
L.M .G. Pairs Competition, T.A. U n its:
Regular—W.O.I H. Willmott and W.O.II
J. Jackman—First.
S.M.C. Competition, T.A. Units : Capt. W.
D. Folds—Third.
S.M.C. Competition, T.A. Units (Y.S.):
L/Cpl. M Childs—Third.
The Band has had its usual busy time with
the Centenary Celebrations and Band Concerts
in Bedford, Luton, Biggleswade, Leighton
Buzzard and Amptihill.
The Officers’ Mess, which is housed com
fortably and happily in the former Depot
Officers’ Mess, is now in full operation. It is
open Tuesday evenings and Sunday mornings
and on training days lunch is also provided. We
wish to emphasise that on these occasions any
past members of The Regiment who care to call
will always receive a warm welcome.
Lt. Peter Brett and 2/L t. David Pugh have
left us, and 2/Lts. The Hon. I. H. C. LawsonJohnston, I. R. Haywood and P. J. Source have
joined us.
The Sergeants’ Mess is comfortably settled in
its new quarters in the Keep, where they have
more room and the beer is as good as ever. The
Mess was open on the occasion of the Centenary
Celebrations, and since then two very success
ful social evenings have been held. On the first
of these evenings a presentation of a silver tray
from the members of the Mess was made to
Lt.-Col. Phipps who, with Mrs. Phipps, was
present during the evening. The Mess was sorry
to see Sgt. Mason leave, and welcome in his
place C.S.M. Archer.
The Social Club opened for the Centenary
Celebrations and has proved a great success.
The club now opens on Tuesday and Friday
evenings and Sunday mornings.
It is regretted that in the December number
of the Regimental Journal the recording of the
presentation of a Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate
to Drummer Clarke was omitted.

1st Bn. The Hertfordshire
Regiment (T.A.)
Since the beginning of i960 the Regiment
has had a strong drive on recruiting, and the
results have been encouraging. At the same
time as the recruiting campaign has been going
on, a lot of non-attending “ dead wood ” has
been pruned, the result is that although the
strength of the Battalion has not appeared to
rise to any great extent, the men of The Hert
fordshire Regiment are now all genuine
attenders. If the present rate of recruiting is
maintained, the figures will show a great im
provement by the end of the year.
Training has been confined to preparation for
camp. Range work has been emphasised and
the Battalion Rifle Team has competed in both
the Brigade and District Meetings.
On the social side, two Officers’ Mess
dinners have been held to dine out Col.
Humbert and Major Dyer. The Sergeants’
Mess had a very successful dance at Watford
on Easter Saturday. The Drill Hall was wonder
fully decorated under the direction of C.S.M .
Charlesworth. Congratulations go to Major
Willard on his promotion, and to Lt. (Q.M.)
Jones and R.Q.M.S. Reynolds on their award
of Lord Lieutenant’s Certificates.
Camp, at Okehampton, is in June, and we are
all looking forward to a good fortnight in
Devon.

4th Battalion
The Essex Regiment
(T.A.)
It will not be very long ’ere the Battalion
moves to Devon for Camp, 1960, but before
looking forward to that event, we wish to record
one or two items of interest that have occurred
since the last issue of this Journal. At the end
of last year Majors Alan Hoale and Bill
Clibborn decided to retire from the Active List
and transfer to the T .A . Reserve, and we were
all sad to see them go. Alan Hoale joined the
London Irish Rifles before the last war and had
served with the 4th Battalion since August,
1940, his last two years of service being as
Second - in - Command of the Battalion. Bill
Clibborn was also an old T.A . member, having
served with the Regiment since May, 1939. We
were pleased to be able to dine them both out
in true Regimental fashion during October, and
hope that they will visit us in the future.
This is our Centenary Year, and as part of
the celebrations, a Service of Remembrance and
Thanksgiving was held at the Regimental

150 YEARS OF PROGRESS
Modern developments have changed
the whole story of troop movement.
We, too, have changed. From a
small Army Agency, founded
in 1809, we have developed a
modern and efficient banking
service, not only for Army
Officers but for civilians as
well. Why not let us discuss
your requirements with you?
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Bovril is part of Britain.
Bovril is now a feature of the British scene,
as permanently and naturally there as flower
shows, fairs, and cricket on the village
green. How did it manage to achieve this
position ?
Through trust: by living up to its promises
for over 70 years. When you add Bovril to
cooked dishes you expea it to liven up the
flavour—and it does. When you spread it

on sandwiches, you expect it to taste
delicious— and it does. When you drink
hot Bovril you expect it to warm you up,
stimulate you, nourish you, and generally
make you feel better— and it does!
T h at’ s why Bovril fills a warm and cheerful
comer in people’s hearts: that’ s why it is,
and will continue to be, a part o f the British
way o f life.
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Chapel, Warley Barracks on Sunday, March 27,
i960.
The address was given by the Bishop of
Chelmsford, and those attending included:
Colonel Sir John Ruggles-Brise, Lord Lieuten
ant of Essex; General Sir Reginald Denning,
Colonel of the Regiment, and Lady Denning;
Major G . B. Hoare, High Sheriff of Essex, and
Mrs. Hoare; Colonel A. Noble, Hon. Colonel,
4th Battalion The Essex Regiment, and Mrs.
Noble; Major-General D. E. B. Talbot, G.O.C.,
54th Infantry Division, and M rs. Talbot; Colonel
Sir Stuart Mallinson and Lady Mallinson; The
Mayors and Mayoresses of MaJdon, Saffron
Walden, Colchester, Chelmsford, Southend,
East Ham, Ilford, Romford, Dagenham; Coun
cillor Mrs. Dell, Chairman, Brentwood Urban
District Council, and M r. Dell.
Tea was served in the Depot Gymnasium
after the service <to guests, members of the
Battalion, their families, and a large party of
Old Comrades.
In connection with the Centenary Celebra
tions, these notes include a short account of the
Battalion’s hundred years of service.
The results of 162 Brigade Rifle Meeting
showed that our rifle team had improved on the
previous year. The Battalion finished runnersup in all events; we now look forward to the
Divisional Rifle Meeting and greater success.
We are looking forward to camp this year at
Plasterdown, with the emphasis on Brigade
Group Training. Due to energetic recruiting,
our volunteer strength is now in the region of
260, and we hope by the end of the year the 300
mark will be reached. This year the Battalion
should be at a higher volunteer strength ait camp
than at any other time since the war.
By the time these notes are published, Lt.Col. S. G . L . Pepys, on completion of his tour
of command will have handed over to Lt.jCol.
D. F. Garrard, t . d . Lt.-Col. Pepys is to retire,
and he carries with him into civilian life the
good wishes of all ranks for his happiness and
success in his new life, with the hope that his
future activities will enable him to continue to
reside in Essex, and to visit us whenever
possible.

A HUNDRED YEARS OF
VOLUNTEER SERVICE
This year is the centenary of the formation
of the 4th Bn. The Essex Regiment. As every
schoolboy knows, the political situation about
i860 was very disturbed. T he French were in
a belligerent mood, Napoleon III, having
recently seized the throne, seemed determined
to show that he could emulate the military
feats of his great forebear in the Crimea and
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Italy.
Feeling was particularly directed
against Great Britain, as an attempt at
assassination by Count Otsini having failed, it
was disclosed that the plot had been hatched
in London. The fortunes of the Army at this
time were at a low ebb, the fiasco of the
Crimean War had weakened the confidence
of many in the higher command of the Army,
whilst few troops were in England at the time
on account of the Indian Mutiny. A strong
up-surge of patriotism swept through the
country and after a stirring poem by the Poet
Laureate, Alfred Lord Tennyson, of which the
main theme was “ Riflemen Form ! ” Com
panies of Volunteer Riflemen sprang up
spontaneously all over the country, the first to
be formed in Essex being the Ilford Company
of Rifle Volunteers on August 12, 1859.
T he War Office, reluctant then as now, to
give recognition to unorthodox Units, was
forced by pressure of public opinion to take
action and agreed to provide arms on the
customary understanding that no other expense
to public funds was to be occasioned. The
Volunteers had therefore to provide their own
uniforms and also accommodation. This in no
way dampened their enthusiasm. In i860 the
Independent Companies of Rifle Volunteers
were grouped together in Battalions for
administration purposes and a review of all
Volunteer Units in England and Wales was
held at Windsor, where H.M. Queen Victoria
inspected the parade. In the event, however,
the French scare came to nothing, but the
Volunteer spirit still carried on and the Units
if anything grew in strength. It is interesting
to note that the Volunteer Units existed side
by side with the 3rd and 4th Militia Battalions
of the Essex Regiment, but the Volunteers,
who were not only unpaid but further had
themselves to pay for their uniforms and
other out-of-pocket expenses, tended to look
down on the Militia, who when called out for
training received normal Army rates of pay
as is the case of the Territorial Army of today.
In 1883 the Volunteer Battalions were linked
with the Essex Regiment and became the 1st,
2nd, 3rd and 4th Volunteer Battalions The
Essex Regiment and lost their connection with
Rifle Regiments. During the course of the
South African War many men from the Essex
Volunteer Battalions served with the City
Imperial Volunteers and the Regular Battalions.
In recognition of their services, the Volunteer
Battalions were awarded the battle honour
“ South Africa,” which was worn on a scroll
below the cap badge. In 1908 the Volunteer
Battalions became part of the new Territorial
Force set up by Haldane and became the 4th,
5th, 6th and 7th Battalions T h e Essex Regi
ment (Territorial Force). It should be noted
here that the 4th Militia Battalion had by that
time been disbanded and so the 1st Voluntwr
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Battalion took over its number. This re
numbering has caused some confusion recently,
particularly in connection with such items as
silver.
The Essex Regiment at this time contributed
no less than five Territorial Battalions to the
East Anglian Division order of battle. The
4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Essex were brigaded
together in 161 Essex Infantry Brigade, while
the 8th Essex, originally the Essex and Suffolk
Cyclist Battalion, formed the Divisional
Cyclist Battalion. During the 1914-1918 War
161 (Essex) Infantry Brigade fought with
distinction in the Middle East, gaining the
battle honours Gallipoli and Gaza, which are
now emblazoned on the Queen’s Colour of the
Battalions concerned. The 8th Battalion did
not proceed overseas and shortly after the War
was converted into the East Anglian Divisional
Signal Regiment. Later the air threat also
caused the conversion of the 6th and 7th
Battalions into Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiments,
R.A., and they now serve as 459 (Essex) H.A.A.
Regiment, R.A., in the East Ham area.
The 4th and 5th Battalions, which duplicated
themselves at the outbreak of war in 1939,
served in 4th Indian and 8th Indian Divisions
in the Middle East during World War II.
These Battalions greatly distinguished them
selves and their exploits are remembered by the
bautle honours, Defence of ,Alamein lin e
Enfidaville, Cassino, Sangro, Villa Grande,
emblazoned on the Queen’s Colour. After the
War only the 4th Battalion was retained as
Infantry, the 5th being convened to Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment but still kept in their
tide the designation “ 5 Essex.”
The 4th Bn. The Essex Regiment is there
fore now the only one of the old Volunteer
Units still serving in its original role and with
the amalgamation of the Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiments to form the 3rd East
Anglian Regiment (i6th/44th Foot) it shares
with the ist Battalion of the new Regiment the
duty of maintaining the honour and tradi
tions of the Essex Regiment. It is indeed sad
that the County of Essex, which at one time
used to support two Regular and four Terri
torial Infantry Battalions, is now only
represented by one Regular and one Territorial
Infantry Battalions only.
However, we look forward with confidence
to the future. Recruiting is good. Military
fashions change and although in high places
there may be reluctance to formulate a policy
for the future employment of the Territorial
Army, it does seem likely that there will always
be a need for the trained infantry man. We
therefore look forward into the future with
renewed confidence, backed by the splendid
tradition of over a hundred years of voluntary
service to Queen and Country.

THB

EAGLE

459 (ESSEX) H.A.A. REGIMENT,
R.A., T.A.
In the December number (page 72) we gave
details of the history of how 459 (Essex)
H.A.A. Regiment, R.A., T .A ., had its roots in
the 6th and 7th Battalions of the Essex Regi
ment and that it was celebrating its centenary
rhis year.
Since then we have had further details from
the Adjutant, Major Harris. Unfortunately,
pressure on space does not permit us to repro
duce these in full. However, we can give brief
details.
Special celebrations to mark the
centenary were held during the week-end
December 12 /13 , 1959- On the Saturday night
an All Ranks’ Dinner was held at Vange. This
was well attended and most successful. The
Hon. Colonel, Col. Sir John Ruggles-Brise,
Lord Lieutenant for Essex, was present and
among the guests were the Brigade Com
mander, Brigadier H. E. C . Weldon, Major
J. D. Castle, T.D., and other members of the
Old Comrades’ Association.
During the evening the following gracious
message was received from Her Majesty the
Queen:
“ The Queen sincerely thanks the
Officers, Other Ranks and Old Comrades
of 459 (Essex) Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regi
ment attending their Centenary Dinner
this evening for their loyal greetings. Her
Majesty
as
Captain-General,
Royal
Artillery, congratulates them on the
Centenary of the Regiment and sends them
her good wishes for a happy and successful
reunion.”
The Regimental Band was in attendance at
the dinner and played selections during the
evening.
On Sunday the Regiment, headed by the
Band, marched to St. Chad’s Church, Vange,
for the Centenary Service, at which the address
was given by the A.C.G., the Rev. B. D. M.
Price, O.B.E., and the Service conducted by the
Regimental Padre, the Rev. G. Johnson.
After the Service the parade marched past,
the salute being taken by the Brigade Com
mander, who was accompanied on the dais by
the Lord Lieutenant, Honorary Colonel.
Congratulations go to Mr. K . R . Horton, the
Bandmaster, who has recently won the first and
second prizes in a nation-wide competition open
to brass band conductors. Mr. Horton is a pro
fessional musician and in civilian life is a
deputy conductor of Ford Motor Works Band
at Dagenham. He was appointed Bandmaster
to the Regiment about two years ago, when the
Bland was formed, and under his able guidance
it has developed most successfully.

The Essex Army
Cadet Force
The County Army Cadet Force continues to
be busy and lively and the following is an
account of some of its activities during the past
six months or so.
B o x in g

The Essex Army Cadet Force Boxing Cham
pionships were held at Warley Barracks on
December 5, 1959, and the number of entries,
some 86 Cadets, were so great that the final
bouts had to be carried over until December 12.
The Inter-Regimental Championship was
won by the holdiers—6th Essex Cadet Regiment.
In the Eastern Command A.C.F. Boxing
Championships held at Hertford on January 9,
i960, the County Cadet Force scored 96 points
and regained the Inter-County Herapath
Trophy. Kent was second with 71 points and
Hertfordshire third with 60 points. As a result
of this success eight Cadets qualified to go for
ward to the South National semi-finals of the
Army Cadet Force Boxing Championships
which were held at Bicester on January 30, i960.
Of these L /B d r. T . Roberts from Chelmsford,
Cadet W. Barclay from Ongar and Cadet S.
Burch from Becontree won their fights and thus
qualified to compete in the National Finals.
These were held at the Seymour Hall, London,
on February 27, and Cadet William Barclay
won his fight at Class “ A ” 10 st. 7 lb. in the
Army Cadet Force Centenary Boxing Cham
pionships. It was a particularly fine effort as
he has only been boxing for about a year.
L/B d r. J. Roberts lost narrowly on points in
his Class, 9st. 7 lb., and Cadet S. Burch lost his
fighit against Cpl. Anderson of Cheshire. The
four points gained by the Essex Team gained
the County sixth place in the Inter-County
Championships.
The Inter-Cadet Services Boxing Champion
ships were held at Portsmouth on March 12,
two Essex Army Cadet Force boxers took part.
L/Bdr. Roberts had a walkover in his semi-final
and met Anderson of the I.S.B.A. in the final
which he won easily on points. Cadet W.
Barclay lost to Colyer of the I.S.B.A. in the
first round. But to get so far in the Champion
ships in his first full season is a very creditable
performance.
As a result of his success at Portsmouth
L/B d r. Roberts went on to the National Junior
Boxing Championships which were held at The
Royal Albert Hall on March 21. In his semi
final he beat B. Carney of the Wandsworth Club
on points and in the final he beat D. Feltham erf
the Market Harborough Club also on points,
and thus became the National Junior Boxing
Champion at Class “ A ,” 9 st. 7 lb.
I

A r m y C ad et F o rce C en t e n a r y Y ea r

i960 is the Centenary Year of the Army
Cadet Force, and the County'A .C.F. are cele
brating it with various Cadet activities designed
to demonstrate the great usefulness of the
A .C.F., and at the same time stimulate public
interest in the many aspects of A.C.F. work.
T o mark the Centenary, H.R.H. The Duke
of Edinburgh presented a banner to the Army
Cadet Force on February 9. T he presentation
took place in London, but it was decided that
the banner should tour the country. The banner
was taken over at Waltham Abbey by the 1st
Essex Cadet Regiment from the Hertfordshire
Army Cadet Force on March 1. The banner
then toured the county, being taken over by
each Cadet Regiment in tum, until finally, on
March 4, the banner was handed over to the
Suffolk Army Cadet Force at Sudbury.
C r o ss-C o untry

The Essex Army Cadet Force Junior CrossCountry Championships were held at the
Chelmsford Athletic Club headquarters over a
2 i miles course, on Saturday, March 5, i960.
There was a record entry of 14 detachment
teams, and 76 runners competed. The Team
Competition was won by the Leigh-on-Sea
(R.A.) Troop with a total of 36 points and the
Individual Competition by L /C p l. Heady,
Harold Hill (Para.) Platoon.
S o ccer

The final of the County A .C .F. Inter-Detach
ment Soccer Competition took place at Warley
Barracks on April io, i960, and resulted in a
win for the Becontree Platoon of the 4th Essex
Cadet Regiment over the newly-formed Harold
Hill (Para.) Platoon of the 3rd Essex Cadet
Regiment by 1 1 goals to nil.
S h o o t in g

The County A .C .F. Inter-Regimental InterDetadhment .22 Annual Shooting Competition
was held at Warley Barracks on April 24, i960,
and some good scores resulted. Results: —
(a) Inter-Detachment Jacobs Trophy: Manor
Park Platoon, 4th Cadet Regiment.
(b) Inter - Regiment County T ro p h y ; 4th
Cadet Regiment.
(c) Inter - Regiment Dale Junior Trophy :
3rd Cadet Regiment.
(d) Individual Competition : Cpl. M. Chap
man, 4th Cadet Regiment.
(e) Individual N o vices: Cpl. B. White, 4th
Cadet Regiment.
(f) Adults : Colonel R. W. Littlehales, O .B.E.,
County Headquarters.
Five Essex Cadet Regiments took part in the
Cadet Competitions at the East Anglian District
Rifle Meeting held at Colchester on May 1, and
were particularly successful in the Falling Plate
Knock-out Competition. In an exciting allEssex final, the 3rd Essex Cadet Regiment
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(H.Q., Brentwood) beat the 4th Essex Cadet
Regiment (H.Q., Buckhurst Hill) by one plate.
In the 200 yards and 500 yards deliberate
practices, the 4th Essex Cadet Regiment were
placed second with 214 points, only eight points
behind the winning team, the Lidlington
Platoon of The Bedfordshire Army Cadet
Force.

The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot) Association
R E G IM E N T A L
REM EM BRA N C E
D AY,
KEM PSTO N B A R R A C K S, BEDFORD,
NO VEM BER 15, 1959
Regimental Remembrance
Sunday was
observed at Kempston Barracks on Sunday,
November 15. Fortunately the heavy fog of a
few days before had cleared and so enabled
tho6e members of The Regiment wiho live at
a distance to make the joumey and take part
in this annual Regimental occasion.
The ceremonies began with with a Service
of Remembrance in the Gymnasium and by
11.40 a.m. a large congregation of serving and
retired members of The Regiment were seated,
together with their wives, relatives and friends.
At II.45 a.m., The Colonel of The Regiment,
General Sir Reginald F. S. Denning, K .B .E ., C .B.,
entered, accompanied by The Associate Colonel,
Brigadier C. M. Paton, C.V.O ., C .B .E., D.L. The
entrance of the Chaplain, the Rev. Peter Hartley,
m .a ., Vioar of Elstow Abbey, who was in cap
tivity with The 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regi
ment in Singapore, was rhe signal for The
Regimental Colours of The 5tih Bn. The Bed
fordshire Regiment and The ist Bn. The Hert
fordshire Regiment to be marched down the
aisle and handed to the Chaplain who placed
them on the piled drums. Standards of The
Regimental Association Branches in London,
Hertford, Watford, St. Albans, Bedford,
Hitchin, Luton and Ware, together with the
Standard of The Essex Regiment Association
were then handed to the Chaplain and placed
behind the Altar. The Service followed the
pattern which is traditional for this occasion.
After reading the Lesson, The Colonel of The
Regiment read the Roll of those of our Com
rades who had died since the last Remembrance
Service. The Address, given by the Rev. Peter
Hartley, was an inspiration to all and was of
particular comfort to those who had been re
cently bereaved. The service ended with the
National Anthem and the Blessing, after which
the Colours were handed back to the Colour
Officers and the Standards to their bearers.
A March Past then took place on the Barrack
Square, the salute being taken by The Colonel
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of The Regiment, who was accompanied on the
dais by Brigadier C . M. Paton, c.v.o., c .b . e ., d .l .,
Associate Colonel The 3rd East Anglian Regi
ment (i6th/44th Foot), Col. The Right Hon.
Lord Luke, t .d ., d .l ., Hon. Colonel The 5th Bn.
The Bedfordshire Regiment, and Major A. B.
Lemon.
The Order of March was : Band of
The 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment
(T.A.), Regimental Colour and Guard The 5th
Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment (T.A.), Regi
mental Colour and Escort The ist Bn. The
Hertfordshire Regimem (T.A.), Branches of
The Regimental Association with their Stand
ards : 8th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment
(19 14/19 18), ist/5th Bn. The Bedfordshire
Regiment (19 14 /19 18 ) (“ Yellow D evils” ),
London, Hertford, Watford, St. Albans, Bed
ford, Hitchin, Luton, Ware. The Standard and
Escort of The Essex Regiment Association.
After the March Past the parade formed up
on the main road outside the Archway of the
Barracks, The Colours taking up their position
near the Shrine of T he Regimental Memorial
and Branch Standards to both flanks. On the
arrival of the Colonel of the Regiment and
the Associate Colonel, “ Last Post ” was sounded
from the Keep and after a short pause,
“ Reveille” by drummers of The 5th Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regimem.
The Wreath Laying Ceremony was then
carried out.
After the ceremony The Colours and Troops
marched off and the onlookers disperse. Officers
and their guests made their way to the Officers’
Mess of The 5th Bn. 'rhe Bedfordshire Regi
ment in the old Regimental Depot which had
been taken over as their new home only a few
days before. A great deal of hard work by
willing hands of The 5th Battalion enabled their
guests to enjoy their hospitality in comfortable
and pleasant surroundings. Meanwhile refresh
ments were also served in the Gymnasium
where many an old acquaintance was renewed.
Tea-time saw the departure of the last of the
visitors and so ended another Regimental
occasion.
TH E

ANNUAL

D IN N E R

It is regretted that, owing to lack of support,
the Annual Regimental Association Dinner
arranged to be held on May 7, had to be can
celled. The question of the future of this Dinner
will be discussed at the next meeting of The
Comrades’ Association Committee.
T H E R E G IM E N T A L R E U N IO N ,
K E M P ST O N B A R R A C K S , M A Y 29
This was successfully held in fine weather
and a report of the Reunion will be published
in the December Number of The Regimental
Journal.
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A N N U A L R E M E M B R A N C E SER V IC E ,
R E G IM E N T A L C H A P E L , W A R LEY
The Annual Remembrance Service at 'the
Regimental Chapel, Warley, will be held on
Sunday, September 18, at i i .oo a.m. Admis
sion will be by ticket. Applications to The
Secretary, The Essex Regiment Association.
A N N U A L R E M E M B R A N C E S E R V IC E ,
K E M P ST O N B A R R A C K S , BED FO RD
The Annual Remembrance Service this year
will be held in The Church of The Trans
figuration, Kempston. Admission will be by
ticket. The Ceremony of Wreath Laying will
follow at the Regimental Memorial. Full details
will be sent out later.

The Bedfordshire and Hertford
shire Regiment Association
NO TES
8th

FR O M

B A T T A L IO N

BRA N C H ES
(1914-1918)

O.C.A.

The Annual General Meeting and Reunion
Dinner were held at the Bath House Hotel,
Dean Street, London, on Saturday, May 14.
Generail Sir Henry Jackson presided. A full
account will appear in the December Number.
1/5

“ YELLO W

D E V IL S ,”
O.C.A.

1914-1918

Grants were made at Christmas to several
less fortunate members and the Branch was also
able to obtain Christmas parcels of groceries,
etc., from The Mayor of Luton’s Parcels Fund
for them.
The Annual General Meeting was held in
March at which the following officers were
elected: President, Mr. A. Pafces; Vice-Presi
dents, Col The Right. Hon. Lord Luke, Lt.Col. W. S. Chimside, M .C., Messrs. C. W. Gilder
and Mr. A. Brooks; Chairman, Mr. F. Clements;
Vice-Chairman, M r. C. W. Gilder; Hon. Sec
retary, Mr. J . Waxd; Hem. Treasurer, Mr. A.
Walker; Sick Visitor, M r. J. Land; Benevolent
Representative, M r. F . King; Committee,
Messms. C. W. Gilder, R. Cox, J. Land, F. King,
G . Davies. The Hon. Secretary reported a
busy year. The Balance Sheet showed a healthy
financial position and grants to members from
the Benevolent Fund had increased. It was
decided at the meeting to bring forward the
Annual Dinner to September if possible.
At the April meeting the Branch considered
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the reports in The Luton News in connection
with the distribution of grants from the Luton
Town War Memorial Fund to ex-Servicemen.
This fund now stood at £28,000 and last year
the interest received exceeded the monies paid
out. It was decided that the President and the
Hon. Secretary should explore the question of
obtaining grants from the Fund for members
of the Branch in need.
The Hon. Secretary at the May meeting re
ported the death of M r. H. Kempston, who was
a loyal supporter of “ The Yellow Devils.” The
Chairman extended their congratulations to Mr.
Harry Ashby on achieving his 8och birthday.
M r. Ashby served in the South African War
and with the 5th Battalion in the 19 14-1918 War
and was a loyal supporter of the Branch.
Another member, M r. T . Waterworth, had also
attained his 80th birthday on New Year’s Day.
M r. A. Brooks, Vice-President, extended an
invitation to the Branch to visit Southwold
again and it was decided to go in June. It was
agreed that the Annual Dinner should be held
on September 10. The Branch congratulated
the President, Mr. A. Pakes, on his re-election
to the Luton Town Council.
H ERT FO RD
Social evenings have been held at the Drill
Hall, St. Andrew Street, throughout the winter.
Th ey have proved very popular and have been
well attended. Their object of getting together
members, their wives and friends and of foster
ing the spirit of comradeship throughout the
Branch has been achieved. It is not intended
to continue them in the summer but they will
be re-introduced next winter. We are grateful
to Mr. Chairiie Mansfield and his Committee
for the hard work they put in to ensure the
success of these functions.
The Children’s Annual Christmas Party was
held at the Drill Hall on January 16 when some
seventy children attended. It was a great
success, and we are grateful to the Mayor and
Mayoress of Hertford for their presence and
for presenting the gifts to the children at the
end of the party. Once again we must thank
the Committee and the ladies of the Branch for
their efforts in ensuring the success of the
party.
The Annual Dinner and Dance was held on
March 19, at the Shire Hall, when well over a
hundred members, wives, friends and guests
attended. The President, Major Connell, pre
sided and welcomed the guests, among whom
were Majors Tewkesbury and Kitto, Councillor
and Mrs. Brooks and representatives from other
Branches. A special welcome was accorded to
our South African Veterans. A Gracious
Message was received from Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother, the Colonel-inChief, which was read out by the President after

l'HE W A S P
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“ The Loyal Toast.” A message was also
received from the Colonel of the Regiment
regretting his inability to be present and wish
ing all a happy and successful evening. Major
Tewkesbury, in a brief specch, given in his
usual witty manner, brought us up-to-date in
the activities of the Regiment and the 16th
Foot Association.
The top table was graced with pieces of regi
mental silver, kindly loaned for the occasion
by Lt.-Col. Simmons, C.O., ist Bn. The Hert
fordshire Regiment, and arranged by Capt.
(Q.M.) Moody. It was a very successful evening
and all those present were again grateful to Mr.
Charlie Mansfield and his Committee for their
fine effort.

W ATFORD
As it was found that quite a number of our
members, who are on shift work, could not
manage to attend our monthly meetings held
on the first Sunday of each month at The
United Ex-Servicemen’s Club, it has been
decided, as an experiment, to hold our monthly
meetings at the Drill Hall, Clarendon Road, on
the Friday before the first Sunday in each
month. We hope, however, to continue to hold
our Annual Branah Dinner at the Ex-Servicemen’ s Club.
At the Annual General Meeting, Lt.-Col. C.
Simmons, who has succeeded Col. Humbert in
command of ist Bn. The Hertfordshire Regi
ment, accepted our invitation to become a VicePresident of the Branch. All members were
sorry to hear of the death of Brigadier-General
W. Allason, D.s.o., who, since joining the Branch
in 1937, was always anxious to hear of the
Branch’s activities. His son, Lt.-Col. J. H.
Allason, has accepted our invitation to become
a Vice-President, and the Branch is very glad
to welcome him as such.
In view of the “ semi-retirement ” of our
stalwart Secretary, Mr. Arthur Timms, who
has done so much for the Branch that it is very
nearly impossible to pay high enough tribute,
a certain amount of re-organisation has been
necessary. The Branch now has two Joint
Secretaries, T . Armstrong, who looks after the
social side of the Branch, and J. Hackman, who
deals with the routine administration and cor
respondence. However, as soon as the Joint
Secretaries are in trouble they go straight back
to see the “ Guv’emor.”
The Christmas Bottle Draw was very success
ful and Tombola on Saturdays has proved very
popular. A number of members and their ladies
visited the tulip fields of Lincolnshire recently
and all enjoyed the trip. The Social Secretary
is hoping to arrange for a trip to Bournemouth,
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where lives our popular President, Capt. J. S.
Payne; although he is now a long way from
us he still takes a very keen interest in Branch
affairs.
BED FO RD
It is with regret that we have to announce
the deaths of three of our long standing
members, Brigadier-General W. Allason, D.s.o.,
a Vice-President, Major G . C. Bar ford and
Mr. Harry Bailey, who missed very few of our
meetings, although he lived in Rugby. The
Branch was represented at his funeral by Mr.
W. C. Compton, who also lives at Rugby.
The Annual General Meeting was held on
February 5, and was well attended. Mr. Butler
was re-elected Chairman and Capt. Boutwood
Vice-Chairman.
Mr. C. C. Wells was
unanimously re-elected Hon. Secretary. The
Branch is fortunate in having M ajor Harry
Beasley and Mr. H. H. Degenhard on the
Committee, with Mr. Tom Farrow and Mr.
Jim Pithers to support them.
The Branch has moved from the 5th Batta
lion Sergeants’ Mess to the 5th Battalion Social
Club which is now re-opened in Kempston
Barracks. Mr. Ben Price is the steward and
runs the Club most efficiently. We take this
opportunity to thank R.S.M . Willmott of the
5th Battalion for all the help he gave us when
we moved to the Sergeants’ Mess some eighteen
months ago. He was always wiLling to open
his Mess to us when we had our monthly
meetings or other functions on. He has been a
staunch member of the Branch for the whole
of his stay with the 5th Battalion and we are
sc.rry he has now left Bedford.
The Branch was represented at the Ware
Branch Dinner but unfortunately were not able
to send anyone to the Hertford Branch Dinner
—apologies 10 Hertford. The Branch was also
represented at the Centenary Celebrations of
the 5th Battalion held on March 20.
The programme of the Bedford United Ser
vices Games League has now been completed.
We finished 4th; R.S.M . Willmott was 3rd in
the Individual Darts, and Mr. Jim Pithers
runner-up in the Individual Crib.
H IT C H IN
On October 10, 1959, a coach load of our
members, their wives and friends visited the
Ware Branch for their Social and Dance, and
we extend our thanks to Ware for a very enjoy
able evening. The Branch was represented at
the Service of Remembrance and Laying Up of
Colours held in the Regimental Chapel on
October 18. Those who attended were much
impressed by the Scrvice. The Branch was also
represented at the Annual Service of Remem-
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[Photograph by Home Counties Newspapers Ltd., Luton
Luton Branch — Annual D inner, January 2 j, 1960.

brance held at Kempston Barracks on November
15, when the Branch Wreath was laid by Lt.Col. L. J. Cooper.
A social evening is held at the Drill Hall
once a month and we would welcome more
members and their friends and can ensure them
of an enjoyable evening. On January 23,
several members attended the Luton Branch
Dinner, which was a very happy occasion.
The Branch Annual Dinner was held on
Saturday, February 20, when we were pleased
to have with us Lt.-Col. and Mrs. A. C. Young.
The Chairman, Mr. Reynolds, during the course
of the evening, thanked the Hon. Secretary,
Mr. Prutton, and the ladies of the Branch
for the very hard work they put in to ensure
the evening was a success in spite of catering
difficulties.
The Annual General Meeting was held on
February 28, when the following officers for
the year were elected
Branch President, Lt.Col. A. C. Young; Vice-President, Mr. F. J.
Pateman; Chairman, Lt.-Col. L. J. Cooper;
Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. W. Prutton; Standard
Bearer, Mr. J. H. Selby.
On Sunday, March 20, a number of members
of the Branch attended the Centenary Service
of the 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment
(T.A.) at St. Paul’s Church, Bedford, and the
subsequent activities in Kempston Barracks.
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The Annual Dinner and Dance held at the
Cresta Ballrooms on Saturday, January 23, i960,
proved a success. One hundred and thirty-six
guests, members and their friends sat down to
do credit to an excellent dinner. Owing to a
family bereavement our President was unable
to be present, his place being taken by our
Chairman, Mr. J. Leech, m .m . Major D. T.
Tewkesbury, m .b .e ., in his speech, brought us
up-to-date with the latest news of The Regi
ment. Lt.-Col. A. C. Young spoke of the re
shuffle of the Depots both at Budford and
Warley and the effects it would have on the
O.C. Associations. After dinner dancing com
menced, our energetic Secretary carried out the
duties of M.C., and through his efforts the whole
show went with a “ swing.”
At our March meeting our Chairman noti
fied us that owing to circumstances beyond his
control, he would have to relinquish his post
for the remainder of i960. He has hopes that if
all goes well, he will be with us again early in
1961. All the Branch wish to thank Jack for
his past services to the Branch. He will be
sadly missed, but we are looking forward to his
return, when once again he will take the chair.
Lastly it is good to know the Branch continues
in a healthy state.
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The 25th (Silver Jubilee) Reunion Dinner
was held at the Bath House Hotel, Dean Street,
London, on April 30, when Lt.-Col. A. T .
Hitch, D.s.o., the President, took the Chair.
Among the guests were Lt.-Col. A. C. Young,
Regimental Secretary, Lt.-Col. E. G . Fanning,
M .C., D.L., Curator, Regimental Museum, and
Major D. T . Tewkesbury, M.B.E., Secretary, The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment
Association. It was vetry pleasing to note that
the good comradeship of the old Battalion still
exists after all these yeairs, and twenty-two ex
members of the Battalion gathered together with
seven guests for what turned out to be a very
happy evening. Mr. Vic Craddock proposed
the Toatst to the President, who in his reply
welcomed all present and read out a Message
from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother, which had been received in reply to a
message of loyal greetings from the members.
The Toast to Absent Comrades was hanoured,
and members were sorry to hear of the passing
on of Percy Holmes and W. Keen. M r. Joe
Gillingham very ably proposed the Toast to the
Guests, which was responded to by Lt.-Col. A.
C. Young, who gave a very interesting resume
of the activities of T he Regiment. Mr. Johnny
Day gave an account of the affairs of the O.C.A.,
and told members that as a result of a meeting
held in November, 1959, at which Col. Hitdh,
Mr. C yril Bliss, Mr. Vic Craddock and himself
were present, it was dedded to approach the 7th
and 8th Bns. The Bedfordshire Regiment 19141918 with a view to forming a combined O.C.A.
to be known as the 6th, 7th and 8th Bns. The
Bedfordshire Regiment (1914-1918) O.C.A. So
far no replies had been received from the other
O.C.A.s, so the proposition would lay on the
table for further reference. Mr. Day reported
that the following had been unable to attend
the Dinner and he was sorry they were unable
to be with them : the Colonel of The Regiment,
because of other engagements, Mr. Grundy who
was ill, Mir. Saunders who was in the U.S.A.
on holiday, and the following who were on the
sick lis t: Messrs. A. Brooks, W. F. Suckling,
A. Odell, A. Parish, W. Sheppard, “ Lackri ”
Wood, and Harold Young who was unable to
be present due to his wife’s illness. All present
wished them a speedy recovery.
M r. D ay also reports that Mr. Cyril Bliss
has been admitted to the Watford Peace
Memorial Hospital for a further operation and
he wa-s glad to announce that the latest reports
are That he is progressing favourably. His
address is : C . P. Bliss, Ward “ C ” (Amenity),
Watford Peace Memorial Hospital, Rickmansworrh Road, Watford, Herts.
Th e Re-union Dinner 1961 will take place at
the Batih House Hotel on April 29.
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“ B ” C O M P A N Y , ist B A T T A L IO N T H E
H E R T F O R D S H IR E R E G IM E N T (T.A.),
19 14-1918
In 1920 Major Montague-Jones, who was in
oommand of “ <B ” Company, 1st Bn. T h e Hert
fordshire Regiment when they went overseas
in 1914, suggested to Mr. Fisher, late C .Q .M .S.,
that it would be a good idea to hold an annual
dinner for the survivors of the Company.
Fortunately, a copy of the Pay Roll was avail
able in the hands of ex-Col.-Sgt. Beeson. Thus
a nominal roll of the Company was prepared,
the casualties eliminated and the survivors
traced. The dinner was held, the expenses
being met by Alderman Green, Major
Mon tague -J one s, Capt. Clarke (the M.O.) and
Capt. Down. Dinners continued to be held
each year until 1936, when, owing to deaths,
the only survivor of the original sponsors was
Capt. Down. A Reunion Fund was then estab
lished and the dinners continued. Forty have
now been held, all of which have been
organised by M r. Fisher.
Last year the dinner was held at the Red
Lion Hotel, High Street, St. Albans, on
Saturday, November 14, 1959.
Thirty-two
attended and the average age of those attending
was 69 years 1 1 months. The eldest being
Ex-Col.-Sgt. Beeson (76) and the youngest
Ex-Bugler Carter (61). Capt. C . M . Down
took the chair and the guest was Councillor
L . F. Gerrard, Deputy M ayor of St. Albans.
The toast to the Regiment was drunk with
acclamation and those present sent their good
wishes to the 3rd East Anghan Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot).

The Essex Regiment
Association
Presentation of a Drum M ajor’s Sash to the
u tb/44th Infantry Battalion (The C ity of
Perth Regiment), Australian M ilitary Forces
Originally the n th Battalion (The C ity of
Perth Regiment) Australian Military Forces and
the 44th Battalion (The West Australian Rifles),
Australian Military Forces, were allied to The
Royal Sussex Regiment and T he Essex Regi
ment respectively. Later these Battalions were
amalgamated to form the nth/44th Infantry
Battalion (The City of Perth Regiment) Austra
lian Military Forces; on amalgamation the pre
vious alliances with The Royal Sussex Regiment
and The Essex Regiment were maintained. In
1957, Mr- F. W. Vere of Billericay, visited the
nth/44th Battalion and later as a result of his
visit, it was decided to present the Allied Aus
tralian Infantry Battalion with a Drum M ajor’s
Sash to signify the happy alliance which had
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The Drum -M ajor oj the n th /4 4 th Battalion (City of Perth R egim ent ) wearing the Sash presented by the
Royal Sussex and Essex Regim ents. Also in the picture are L t.-C o l. R . D . Irelan d , E .D ., C .O . and Col.
H. K . G illson, O .B.E., U .K . Joint Services Liaison Staff. (Please also see page 5 3 of the Ju n e , 1959,
N um ber of “ Th e Wasp and the E a g le," Vol. 1 , No. 7).

existed between the Royal Sussex and Essex
Regiments and their allied Australian Regi
ments. The Sash was made and the cost of it
has been borne by The Royal Sussex Regiment
Association, The Essex Regiment Association
and Mr. F. W. Vere. (A photograph of the
Sash was publish in the June (1959 Number of
The Regimental Journal, page 53).
The Sash was sent out to Australia and it had
been hoped that it would have been possible
for an officer of either T he Royal Sussex Regi
ment or The Essex Regiment to take part in
its presentation to the nih/44th Battalion.
However, this could not be arranged and the
presentation took place on September 26, 1959,
at Nonham Camp, near Perth.
Col. H. K. Gillson, o .b . e ., the Senior British
Army Liaison Officer in Australia, kindly pre
sented the Sash on behalf of the two Regiments
to Lt.-Col. R. D. Ireland, C.O. of the nth/44th
Infantry Battalion (The City of Perth Regi
ment) and our photograph shows the DrumMajor wearing the Sash after the ceremony.
The uth/44th Battalion (The City of Perth
Regiment) is now allied to The 3rd East Anglian
Regiment (i6th/44th Foot).

N O T E S FRO M B R A N C H E S
A S S O C IA T IO N O F S E R G E A N T S (P A ST
A N D P R E S E N T ) A L L B A T T A L IO N S T H E
E S S E X R E G IM E N T (44th/56th FOO T)
Due to the date of our Annual General
Meeting having to be changed, it is regretted
our notes must be held over until the December
issue.
SA FFRO N

W ALD EN

Saturday, November 7, 1959, was an import
ant one in the history of the Branch as on this
day the Branch received its Standard. The
D rill Hall was crowded with members and
friends wihen the Associate Colonel, Brigadier
C . M. Paton, arrived to be received by our
Chairman, Col. T . A . Martin, and members of
the Committee. After introduction to the Mayor
of Saffron Walden, Brigadier Paton inspected
the Guard of Honour provided by “ D ” Com
pany, 4th Bn. The Essex Regiment. T h en came
the ceremony of the Presentation of the Branch
Standard. In his speech before the presenta
tion the Association Colonel said: “ We are
very prcud of you, you have set a very fine
example to others with your help in regimental

i6o
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affairs and to those ex-members of The Regi
ment in need. You are the first County Branch
of The Essex Regiment Association to have a
Standard presented and it is very right you
should be the first, for you have set a standard
which will tax anyone else to follow.” The
Standard was received by the Standard Bearer,
Mr. A. Norman (late 5th Bn. The Essex Regi
ment), escorted by Mr. A. Mummery, d .C.m .
(late 5th Bn. The Essex Regiment), and Mr. F.
Walters (late ist and roth Bns. The Essex
Regiment (1914-1918). Among the many guests
were the Mayor of Saffron Walden, Councillor
L. Godfrey, the President of the Saffron Walden
Branch of The British Legion, Alderman F . W.
Goddard, Lt.-Col. S. G. L . Pepys, C.O., 4th Bn.
The Essex Regiment (T.A.), Major M. Portway,
O.C., “ D ” Company, 4th Bn. The Essex Regi
ment (T.A.), Lt.-Col. A. C. Young, Regimental
Secretary, and Mrs. Young, Major B. J. Palmer,
O.CL Regimental Depot, and Mrs. Palmer,
Major T . R. Stead, Secretary, The Essex Regi
ment Assosiation, and A te. Stead. Many
members who served witlh the 5th Bn. The
Essex Regiment (1939-45) were very pleased to
see among the guests Col. W. L . R. Benyon,
late The South Wales Borderers, who com
manded the Battalion throughout the greater
part of the Italian Campaigns 1943/44, together
with Major J. Lipscombe, Major C. E. A.
Whyte and Capt. M. I. Law. After the presen
tation a social was held which was most success
ful and fittingly concluded a very happy
occasion.
The Christmas Whist Drive attracted a large
crowd and the Drill Hail was very full. We
are grateful to all those members and friends
who bought tickets not only on this special occa
sion but on our weekly whist drives throughout
the year, and also to all those whose generosity
has provided the prizes on so many occasions
and thus ensured the maximum “ T a k e” to
Branch funds.
The Children’s Christmas Party was, as usual,
a “ howling success” judging from the noise.
Some one hundred and fifty children attended,
and Mr. K . C. Clayden the organiser, M l. W.
A. M. Gilbey, Father Christmas, and the ladies
who carried out the catering, to whom the
Branch is so much in debt not only on this but
on other occasions, must have felt well
rewarded for all their hard work when they
saw the enjoyment of the children.
The Christmas Party and other festivities
were somewhat marred by the sudden illness
of Mr. C. H. King, the Hon. Secretary, who was
sent off to Addenbrookes HospitaJ at very short
notice. However, a quick rally round by
members of the Committee, plus the excellent
arrangements already put in hand by Mr. King
enabled all the festivities to be carried out
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fPhoto by David Campbell, Church Street, Saffron Walden

Mr. A. Norman, the Branch Standard Bearer,
receiving the Standard from Brigadier C. M.
Pawn, C.V.O., C.B.E., D.L., the Associate Colonel.

successfully. Mr. King has now returned and
all members of the Branch wish him a speedy
recovery to full health. From this, however,
one lesson was learnt, a Branch with some three
hundred members on its books requires more
than one pair of hands to run it.
A contingent from the Branch, with the
Standard, travelled to Bedford on March 20 to
represent The Essex Regiment Association at
the Centenary Celebrations of the 5th Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regiment.
Th e Annual General Meeting was held in
May, and was very well attended. It was agreed
that the past year has been the most successful
in the history of the Branch. Many new
members had been enrolled. Members in need
had been helped and the social side had been
very successful. The end of the year saw the
Branch in good heart and with sound finances.
The following officers were elected: Presi
dent, CoJ. T . A. Martin; Mr. C . H. King, Hon.
Secretary; Mr. E. W. Elsom, Assistant Hon.
Secretary; Mr. A. Norman, Subscriptions Sec
retary; and Mr. W. A. M. Gilbey, Entertain
ments Secretary. Committee: Messrs. S. A.
Carter, K . C. Clayden, J . Barrett, J . Turner., R.
Jennings, H. Ling, J. Harrington, C. Thurgood,
C. Meekins and H. W. Law.
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At the push of a button . . .

# . a cup of hot soup, a canon of fresh dairy milk,
a cup of coffee or a packet of cigarettes.
In camps and barracks all over the world Naafi’s 24-hour
Automatic Sales Service makes these and many more goods
available to the customer at th* push of a button.
Naafi has already installed well over 2,000 slot machines
and the number—and the variety—continues to grow.
One more example of Naafi’s aim to keep in step with the
Rocket-age Services.
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YOU AND YOUR LOCAL

Husbands take wives
to Local after
Saturday morning shopping
When did you last take your better
half out for a half o f bitter? Or a
brown ale? Or a stout? Women have
just as much right as you have to
the best long drink in the world!
ISSUED BY THE BREWERS* SOCIETY, 42 PORTMAN SQUARE, LO NDON,

GENUINE

TASTE
— th a t’s w h a t you g e t w ith

PARK
D R IV E
“ 1 like th e m ", you said. A n d s o
did lots o f other people. P e o p le
like you w h o like the genu ine taste
of g o o d to b a c c o . . . p eople w h o
really enjoy cigarettes. Y o u g e t
m ore to enjoy with Park Drive.
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T H E P R E S E N T A T IO N

A group of Officers and members of the Branch, with the Standard.

4th

B A T T A L IO N C O M R A D E S’
A SSO C IA T IO N

A servicc was held in the Regimental Chapel
at Warley on Sunday, March 27, to commemor
ate the Centenary of the 4th Battalion The
Essex Regiment and was attended by many
members of the Comrades’ Association. As
always, attending a Service at the Chapel brings
back many memories to us all, and this occasion
was another event in the history of the Battalion
which will stay in our memories for many a
year. The Bishop of Chelmsford preached at
the service and the lesson was read by Col. Sir
John Rugglcs-Brise, Lord Lieutenant of Essex.
After the service tea was served in the Gymna
sium and many old friends met to renew friend
ships and to talk over the events of the day.
It was good to see so many of our 1914-18
Comrades with us on this day, together with the
serving members of the Battalion, the latter
looking after the Comrades’ Association
members in their usual business-like manner.
It is with deep regret that we have to
announce the deaths of two of our older Com
rades, Mr. Arthur Davies, d .c .m ., and Mr.

“ Bib ” Fry. Mr. Arthur Davies was a long
serving member on the Comrades’ Association
Council and one of the Association’s Trustees.
As a regular attender at Council Meetings and
other Association functions and a very dear
friend, his passing will be felt by us all and
his loyalty to the Battalion is a shining example
to every one tthat knew him. Many members
of the Council attended his funeral which took
place at the Holy Trinity Church, Barkingside.
The news of the death of Mr. “ Bib ” Fry
reached us just a few days ago and will come
as a great shock to all that knew him. He will
be remembered by many of the 1914-18
members of our Association.
6th B A T T A L IO N C O M R A D E S’
A SSO C IA T IO N “ C E D A R S ” O.C.A.
•

The “ Cedars ” (6th Essex) Old Comrades’
Association continues to flourish despite the
loss of some old members through death. The
latest being ex-R.S.M. Danial Barry.
A Social evening was held at the T.A . Centre,
East Ham, on November 20, 1959, for members

and their wives, which was well attended and
enjoyed. The Centenary celebrations of The
Regiment at the R.A. week-end Training Camp
at Vange were very much enjoyed by the
members who attended. The programme in
cluded an excellent dinner on December 12, a
night’s sleep in conditions much different to
those of 1914-18, breakfast, Church Parade and
then luncheon on Sunday. The comradeship
of all ranks also added greatly to the pleasure
of the week-end.
The Annual Reunion Dinner of the O.C.A.
held on Gaza Day, March 26, at the T.A. Centre,
East Ham, with Col. C. A. Bailey presiding, was
the best supported since the revival of the
Association. It was good to see a few “ new ”
old comrades. There are, however, many more
old comrades whom we should be very pleased
to welcome. Names and addresses should be
sent to: Mr. G. W. Leaford, 75, St. Saviour’s
Road, West Croydon, Surrey.

ist/7th

B A T T A L IO N

O.C.A.

On Saturday, November 7, 1959, in spite of
a very heavy fog in the London area, no less
than nearly 40 old members of the original
Battalion gathered at “ The Mitre,” Chancery
Lane, London, W.C.2, for their annual Gallipoli
Reunion Dinner. It speaks well for the tough
ness of those attending when it is realised that
the qualification for attendance is having served
in Gallipoli in 1915. Among chose present were
Col. H. F . Kembail, t .d ., d .l ., who was in com
mand at the time of the landings, and Brigadier
G. Shenstone, c .b .e ., t . d ., d .l ., who was
wounded very early on. One other who should
be mentioned is Major A. M. Young, who,
although over 80 and having lost a leg in recent
times, made the journey and was able to enjoy
once again the pleasure of re-living those days
of long ago. By general consent rhe chair was
again taken by Mr. W. F. Marr, who has
organised the Dinner since its inception in the
early 1920s. A special welcome was afforded to
Col. Ohatfield-RobertiS, the C.O. of the City of
London Yeomanry (the Roughriders), who now
occupy rhe old H.Q. at Waldhamsrow, and to
whom the members of the Eagle and Gun
Association owe so much for the facilities
afforded over the years and without which it
would be difficulty to keep together. He was
supported by Capt. Peter Eve of the Rifle
Brigade, his Adjutant.
In spite of the passing years it would seem
chat die regular supporters of the Dinner are
determined to make every effort to meet and to
talk over old times. In the hope chat the
weather will not be too unkind, the date has
been changed to the first Saturday in October

in each year, so that the next dinner will be
held on October 1, 1960.
All communications to Mr. W. F . Marr, 64,
Highlands Heath, Putney, London, S.W.15.

7/ 59/459

D IN N E R

CLU B

The Annual Cocktail Party of the 7/59/459
Dinner Club was held at the T.A . Centre,
Whipps Cross, E.17, on Saturday, January 16,
i960. Fifty-eight members and cheir wives
and friends attended, and also nine official
guests including Col. and Mrs. H. L. Clarke,
Col. Clarke commands the 459 (Essex) H.A.A.
Regiment, R.A., T.A., and Major and Mrs. T.
Stead from R.H.Q., Warley. This occasion is
certainly one of the best attended functions of
the year, and it is hoped that as the years go
by, it will continue to get the support it has so
far received from past members of the old
7th Bn. The Essex Regiment, 59th H.A.A.
Regiment and the 459 H.A.A. Regiment.
Brigadier G . Shensitone made a short speech of
welcome to che guests, and concluded by mak
ing a small presentation to Mrs. Maddocks,
and thanking her and Major Maddocks for their
continued interest and hard work they always
put in to making these functions such a success.
T he Officers’ Annual Reunion Dinner was
held at the United Service Club, Pall Mall, on
Saturday, March 26, i960.
Lt.-Col. J. B. Scott, the Regimental “ Doc ”
of the old days, presided, and thirty-four
members, the best “ turn out ” we have had
fcr a long time, attended. The official guest
was Lt.-Col. G . Ghatfield^Roberts, t . d ., City
of London Yeomanry, who always takes such a
keen interest in ail of our activities, and allows
us to continue to use the facilities at the T.A.
Centre, Whipps Cross, for all our meetings. As
a mark of our appreciation he was elected to
membership of our club, quite a unique step
in the club’s history. The evening was a great
success.
RO M FO RD
The Branch held their second Annual Dinner
on Friday, February 26, i960. The Command
ing Officer, H.Q. 54th (East Anglian) Infantry
Div., Colm., R.A.S.C. (T.A.) gave permission
for the Drill Hall, Upminster, to be used.
Among the guests were the Regimental Sec
retary and the Secretary of The Essex Regiment
Association. Col. Young gave details of the
Amalgamation and his work as Regimental
Secretary. Major Stead reported on the Asso
ciation. The President invited members of the
Branch to take tea with him on June 11 at his
home.
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At a meeting afterwards the previous year’s
officers were re-elected.
SO U T H E N D
Even though the Branch is “ making haste
slowly,” ait least continuous progress can be
reported although a few members who joined
at the inauguration eighteen months ago have
apparently forgotten that their subscriptions
for i960 are now due. T he Treasurer would
be pleased to hear from them with, of course,
their three “ bob.” Better still, why not come
along to the monthly meeting ? These meet
ings are going strongly at The Old Collegians
Club in the High Street, and now that members
of both clubs are getting to know each other,
social atmosphere is becoming more and more
friendly. An example of this social success was
on May 6 and as this was Princess Margaret’s
Wedding Day, it, of course, meant an extension
to “ last orders ” at the Club. T he members
got together, darted and tombala’d and the
ladies helped to make it a most enjoyable
evening.
In March we paid a visit to Eastwood Drill
Hall at the very kind invitation of Major
Westoby where some of our “ younger ” 1914-18
War members showed their skill on the .22
range. In the “ Beer Race ” the Branch were
well beaten by the Drill Hall team.
Arrangements are in hand to effect a liaison
with the Ekco Social Club. This was initiated
by our Mr. C. Dalton, and we have already been
met by the Sports and Social Secretary of Ekco,
who has kindly promised to do all he can to
publicise our Branch and to offer us the use of
his Club premises at future dates to be arranged.
We shall be pleased to welcome any new
members or visitors to our monthly meetings
which are held on the first Friday in each
month at the Old Collegians Club in Clarence
Street (off High Street).
M E T R O P O L IT A N

ESSEX

The Branch has now settled down into a truly
“ going concern.” Membership has slowly
crept upwards, and the original fourteen
members who formed the Branch have now
added forty-eight more, to make the total 62
members. The original aim of the Branch was
1 5 0 members. It begins to look as if that target
is not so unobtainable as first appeared. We
have an excellent hard core of stalwarts, and we
are prepared to raise our target as neccessary.
Optimism is the keynote of the Branch. The
Secretary never misses an opportunity of
pressing members to spread the news of the
Branch, as we feel that the personal recommen
dation is the type of contact we want.
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T h e Branch held its first Annual General
Meeting in January. This was a great success.
T he Committee of six, who had steered the
Branch through its first year, were re-elected,
and increased to ten. So now we have four more
diligent recruiters. T he Branch has been repre
sented at all the major Association functions
throughout the past year, and is now arranging
representation at the very full programme of
events for i960.
Membership details can be obtained fro m :
Capt. W. B. Faint, The Secretary, 52, Roydon
Close, Loughton, Essex.

T H E T W E N T Y -N IN T H D IV IS IO N
A S S O C IA T IO N
L a n d in g

at

G a llip o li,

45TH

A n n iv e r s a r y

A parade to commemorate the 45th anniver
sary of the landing at Gallipoli was held by
members of the 29th Division Association on
the Horse Guards, Whitehall, on Sunday,
April 24. After the inspection the parade, led
by the President, General L o rd Freyberg, v.c.,
marched to the Cenotaph, where wreaths were
laid. A fter the ceremony the parade continued
its march to the D rill Hall o f the Westminster
Dragoons, led by the Band o f the Royal
Engineers. Lunch followed, which in its turn
was followed by the Annual General M eeting
of the Association.
Th e Essex Regiment was represented by the
following :
Messrs. A. H. Chappell, A. J . Harris, J.
Howard, J . E. Fuller, A. A . Pooley, E . Palmer,
A. S. Perdeaux, A . E . Mount, J. E . Tresarden,
A. E. Wiltshire, F . Woodley, M ajor H. J . Staff.
Messrs. L . A . Platts, R. Platts and J. Saunders
were prevented by sickness from attending.
T he following telegram was received from
the 1st Bn. The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot):
“ Greetings from A ll Ranks in remem
brance of our comrades of the former 1st
Bn. The Essex Regiment who fought with
you this day forty-five years ago.— Com 
manding 1st Bn. 3rd East Anglian R egi
ment (i6th/44th Foot).”

A D V E R T IS E M E N T S

O u r readers can materially assist us in
obtaining advertisements. Rem em ber to deal
only with firms who advertise in The Regimental
Journal.
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EN G A G E M EN T S
The engagement is announced between Lt.
Peter Price, 5th Bn. T h e Bedfordshire Regi
ment (T.A.), eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. B. W.
Price, of 44, Deacon Avenue, Kempston, Bed
fordshire, and Shirley Jacqueline, only child
of Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Catlin, of Cranston
Lodge, King’s Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex.
*
*
★
The engagement is announced between Lt.
Keith Harvey, RoyaJ Army Education Corps,
second son of Mr. and Mrs. E. T . Harvey, of
Leiston, Suffolk, and Gillian, younger daughter
of Major H. F. Rawkins, The 3rd East Anglian
Regiment (16th/44th Foot) and Mrs. Rawkins,
late of Clapham, Bedfordshire.
*
★
*
The engagement is announced between John
Mirrlees, only son of Colonel H. Craig, o .b .e .,
T.d., D.l,., and Mrs. Craig, of Woodford Green,
Essex, and Susan, elder daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. M. H. Carter, of Shootash, Hornsey, Hants.
★
*
*
The engagement is announced between
Michael James, elder son of M r. and Mrs. W.
J. Jerram, of Brook House, Chigwell, Essex, and
Jill Mallender, only daughter of Colonel H.
Craig, o .b .e ., t .d ., d .l ., and Mrs. Craig, of Wood
ford Green, Essex.
*
★
★
The engagement is announced from Aden,
between Capt. Peter F. Chapman, The 3rd East
Anglian Regiment (16th/44th Foot), younger
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. G . Chapman, of New
Malden, Surrey, and Rosemary, elder daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Allen, of South Croydon,
Surrey.
*
*
*
The engagement is announced between
Michael Marrack, only son of Dr. and Mrs. R.
M. Harvey, of 27, Monkhams Avenue, Wood
ford Green, Essex, and Brenda Vivienne, elder
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. P. Phillips, of 57,
Traps Hill, Loughton, Essex.
*
*
*
The engagement is announced between
Michael John, younger son of Mr. and Mrs.
Eric Davison, of Westfields, Oakley, Bedford
shire, and Jean, only daughter of M i. and Mrs.
Joseph Worsley Howarth, of Owston Lodge,
Almondbury, near Huddersfield, Yorkshire.
BIRTHS
M ACK A IN -BREM N ER. — On January 22,
i960, at the Nanyuki Cottage Hospital,
Kenya, to Susan (nee Platt) wife of Capt.
Fergus Mackain - Bremner, The 3rd East
Anglian Regiment (16th/44th Foot), seconded
to the n th Bn. The King’s African Rifles, a
daughter, Lucy Helen Phyllis.
SINCOCK.—On March 13, i960, at Brentwood
Maternity Home, to Virginia Jane (nee Nunn)
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wife of Lt. Peter Sincock, The Pompadours,
a son, David John.
R IG G S .—On March 25, i960, at Yokohama,
Japan, to Capt. and Mrs. John Riggs, a
daughter, Barbara Grace, a sister for Rose
mary.
B U R C H .— On April 10, i960, at The Chase,
Luton, to Sara (nee Hales), wife of Capt.
Keith Burch, The 3rd East Anglian Regiment
(i6th/44th Foot), a daughter, Emma Louise,
a sister for Amanda Jane.
M ARRIAGES
M A C L A IN E —E V A N S.—On May 7, i960, at
St. John’s Church, Woodley, by the Rev. A.
G . Webb, cousin of the bride, William
Fergus, son of Mr. and M rs. W. Maclaine,
of Buckhurst Hill, to Geraldine Stewart,
daughter of Major L . S. Evans, late 16th
Foot, and Mrs. Evans, of Woodley, Berkshire.
O BITU ARIES
A D A M S.—In September, 1959, at Hast
ings, Mr. A. R. Adams, at the age of 68.
Mr. Adams served in the 19 14 -19 18
War with the 9th Bn. The Essex Regi
ment, from September, 19 14, to July,
1916. He was wounded at Cambrai; on
recovering, he returned to France,
where he served with the 10th Bn. The
Essex Regiment until the end of the
war.
M a jo r R . T . O l d f i e l d , m .c .
As announced in the December num
ber, we regret to report the sudden death
of Major Oldfield, which occurred on
November 5, 1959.
On the outbreak of the 19 14 -19 18 War,
Major Oldfield enlisted in T h e Artists’
Rifles on August 4, 1914, and served with
them until August 15, 1914, when he
was appointed to a temporary commission
in The Bedfordshire Regiment. He went
to France and served on the Brigade Staff
as Brigade Bombing Officer and later as
Staff Captain. He joined Th e Regiment
in May, 1918, with which he served until
March, 1919.
During the war he was wounded on
two occasions, Mentioned in Despatches
and awarded the Military Cross with Bar.
After the Armistice he joined the
Sadlier Jackson Relief Force in North
Russia and served with that Force from
May to October, 1919.
In April, 1920, he obtained a commis
sion in the Indian Army Reserve of
Officers and served with the 2nd/i5th
Sikh Regiment, based on Fort Sandeman.
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Kempston, was attended by Lt.-Col. E.
G . Fanning, M.C., d .l ., representing the
Regimental Association, and M r. C. C.
Wells, Hon. Secretary of the Delford
Branch.

j »it late M ajor R . T . O ldfield, M .C .

In April, 1921, he was appointed to a
Regular Commission in The Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire Regiment and posted to
the 2nd Battalion, then serving at
Secunderabad. He continued to serve
with the 2nd Battalion in India, Iraq and
home, until his promotion to Captain, in
1929, when he was posted to the 1st
Battalion, then serving at Mhow.
In 1927 he married Mrs. Oldfield,
whom he had met while serving with the
2nd Battalion in Kamptee, India.
Major Oldfield returned home in 1933
to complete his service at the Regimental
Depot, after Which he served for some
time as the first Regimental Secretary.
On the outbreak of the 1939-1945 War
he was recalled from the Reserve and
served at the Depot, which had then be
come an Infantry Training Centre, and
afterwards as a Company Commander at
the Military Convalescent Depot, which
was established at Grange Camp, Kemp
ston, finally retiring at the end of the war.
His chief interest then was his garden
and home, which he had built before the
war at Haynes, just outside Bedford. A
keen hockey player, he will be remem
bered for his sportsmanship, comrade
ship, and devoted loyalty to The Regi
ment. His son is serving in The Regi
ment and Mrs. Oldfield is now living in
Bedford.
D EN TO N . — On November 8, 1959, at
Clapham Hospital, Bedford, Mr. B. C.
Denton, who served in The Bedford
shire Regiment. He was a foundermember of the Bedford Branch of The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regi
mental Association. The funeral ser
vice at the Church of Transfiguration,

SA V A G E. — On November 18, 1959, at
Hertford, Mr. Ted Savage, aged 64
years. Mr. Savage enlisted in 1913 and
went to Francc on November 5, 1914*
with the 1st Bn. The Hertfordshire
Regiment and served continuously with
that Battalion throughout the 1914-1918
War. After the war he re-enlisted in
Th e Hertfordshire Regiment and com
pleted a total of 19 years’ service before
taking his discharge. On the outbreak
of the 1939/45 War he again enlisted
in The Hertfordshire Regiment, but
was discharged on July 28, 1940, be
cause of physical disability. He will be
chiefly remembered as Transport
Sergeant and for his love of horses. A
good soldier and comrade, he was a
keen member of The Regimental
Association and of the Old Contemptib'.es. His funeral took place at
All Saints’ Ghurch, Hertford, on
November 23, 1959, when members of
the Hertford Branch and their Standard
and the Old Contemptibles formed a
guard of honour.
ROWE. — On November 28, 1959, at
Harefield Hospital, Middlesex, Mr.
Frederick Charles Rowe (ex-Scrgeant,
No. 5943542). He enlisted in The
Bedfordshire Regiment at Southend on
March 3, 1919, and completed his en
gagement on July 9, 1936. On the out
break of the Second World War he was
re-called to the Colours, but was dis
charged on medical grounds in April,
1941.
T H U R L O W .—On December 9, 1959, at
the Leatherhead Infirmary of the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, In-Pensioner Frank
Thurlow. He enlisted in October,
1898, and served with The Bedford
shire Regiment until December, 1912,
when he transferred to The Military
Provost Staff Corps. He was discharged
to pension in the rank of Staff Sergeant
at the beginning of 1920, having com
pleted 21 years and 7 months’ service.
M r. Thurlow was admitted as an InPensioner to The Royal Hospital, Chel
sea in May, 1958. The funeral took
place at Brookwood Cemetery on
December 15, and was attended by
C .S.M . R. Brinkley, 5th Battalion The
Bedfordshire Regiment (T.A.).
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K IN G .—On December 18, 1959, at the
Royal Air Force Hospital, St. A chans,
Glam., Mrs. Vera Olive Louise King,
wife of Squadron-Leader G . H. King,
M .B.E., and mother of Roger. Devoted
daughter of Mrs. Coe and tihe late Mr.
F. T . Coe, formerly of the 16th Foot.
BU SH .—On December 28, 1959, M r. G.
J. Bush, suddenly, at the age of 45. Mr.
Bush served with the 5th Bn. The Essex
Regiment from 1940-1947, and later
with the Control Commission in Ger
many. He was a member of the South
end Branch of The Essex Regimental
Association from its formation.
B L A C K B U R N .—In December, 1959, at
Kingswood Grange, which is a special
home for veterans of the 1914-1918
War, M r. H. F. Blackburn (ex-No.
375491) The Essex Regiment.
W A T T S. — In December, 1959, WingCbmmander F. J. Watts, aged 69 years.
Wing-Commander Watts served with
The Essex Regiment and The Royal
Flying Corps during the 1914-19x8
War, and The Royal Air Force during
the 1939-45 War.
M IL L IN G T O N . — On January 1 i960,
at Leytonstone, Mr. H, G . Millington
(ex-No. 5999592). He served with rst
Bn. T he Essex Regiment from March,
1919
to March, 1922, having previously
served with the Durham Light Infantry
from 1916-1919. He was a member of
The Essex Regiment Association of
Sergeants (Past and Present) from 1923.
F IS H E R .— On January 3, 1960, at 44,
Jutsums Lane, Romford, M r. D. Fisher,
who served with The Essex Regiment
and T he Royal Horse Artillery.
B r ig a d ie r - G

en eral

W . A lla so n ,

d .s .o .

We much regret to announce the death
of Brigadier-General W. Allason, which
occurred on January 11, i960, at his
London home. General Allason was bom
on March 18, 1875, and was appointed to
a commission in The Bedfordshire Regi
ment on December 12, 1896, from the
Militia. He was promoted Lieutenant on
June 25, 1:898, and Captain, January 22,
1902. He served in the South African
War and was awarded The Queen’s South
African Medal. Promoted Major on
October 16, 1913, he went to France with
the Regiment on the outbreak of the 19141918 War. During the war he served in
France, Belgium and Italy and at home,
where he held staff appointments with the
Home Forces for two brief periods. D ur
ing the war he was wounded three times
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and Mentioned in Despatches on five
occasions. For his services he was given
a Brevet Lieutenant - Colonelcy and
awarded the D.S.O. and Bar. At the end
of the war he was a Brigade Commander.
After the Armistice General Allason
commanded the 51st Battalion T h e Bed
fordshire Regiment and in 1921 he was
appointed to the command of the 1st Bn.
The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regi
ment, then stationed in Ireland. Relin
quishing command in 1925, he later com
manded the 156th West Scotland Brigade
and finally retired in 1931.' His interest
in the Regiment never flagged and,
until failing health and sight caused him
to give up many of his activities, he was
present on many Regiment occasions, the
last occasion being the Summer Reunion
held in 1954 at Kempston Barracks.
General Allason was a great sportsman
and a fine swimmer. He represented the
Army on several occasions and w on the
plunging championship for England in
1896, 1897, 1902, 1908, 1909 and in 1922.
It was only recently that his record plunge
of 80ft. was broken. He was also a fine
shot, and in 19 12 won the Officers’ Chal
lenge Cup at the Aldershot Command
Small Arms Meeting. In 1940 he wrote a
manual called Military Mapreading and
Reports, which reached its third edition
in 1941 and is now in its sixth edition.
His son, Lt.-Col. J. H. Allason is Member
of Parliament for Hemel Hempstead and
has recently accepted an invitation to be
come a Vice-President of the Watford
Branch of the 16th Foot Association.
His funeral was private, but a wreath
was sent on behalf of The Regiment.
T o sum up the great services of General
Allason to The 16th Foot, we cannot do
better than quote from The Wasp of
October, 1925, when the announcement
of the completion of his tour of command
was made, and although General Allason
served mainly with the 1st Battalion, and
the tribute is from that Battalion, all who
knew him and served with him will agree
that it equally applies to The Regiment:
“ As this number goes out to subscribers,
the 1st Battalion is in the act of saying
good-bye to Lt.-Col. Allason, who com
pletes his tour of command on October
15. In trying to acquaint past members
of The Regiment with what this means to
the 1st Battalion, that proud old classic
quotation ‘ S i monumentum requiris
circumspice,’ springs to the mind. Look
through the pages of the Regimental
Journal and there you can easily see how

Illlllllllllllllllllllllllll.....
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The late
Brigadier-General

W. A L L A S O N
D.S.O.
Taken from a photograph pub
lished in the 1st Battalion (, fA
Foot) M agazine and Record, A pril
1921, when General Allason held
the rank o f M ajor and Brevet
Lieutenant-Colonel.
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much Colonel Allason has done for the
Battalion.
“ His steady devotion of time and
thought, and the interests of the Battalion
and his ceaseless activity, have carried us
right to the top of the tree.
“ Every year of his command has
shown a marked improvement in every
direction of espirit de corps, sport and
work, until now the Battalion stands, to
use the words of our Brigade Commander,
‘ First in rhe Brigade, first in the Division
and second to none in Aldershot, the hub
of the military universe.’ ”

JO H N SO N .—On January 14, i960, at his
home in Trapston Road, Kimbolton,
M r. T . W. Johnson, aged 72. Mr.
Johnson served in The Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire Regiment during the
1939/45 War.
H A RBER. — On January 21, i960, at
Chelmsford, Mr. C. W. Harber, who
served with “ B ” Company, 2nd Bn.
The Essex Regiment. He was a mem
ber of the Old Contemptibles’ Associa
tion.
M a jo r G. C. B a r f o r d , t . d .
It is with great regret that we report
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the death of Major Claude Barford, which
occurred at a nursing home in Bedford
on January 23, i960.
Major Barford was educated at Bedford
School and afterwards was commissioned
to the ist/5th Bedfordshire Regiment.
He saw active service at Gallipoli, and on
the re-formation of the Territorial Army
in 1920, he joined the 5th Bn. The Bed
fordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. A
keen volunteer officer, he was awarded
the Territorial Decoration with Bar.
During the Second World War he
again served in the Middle East. After
the war he maintained his military
interests, firstly with the Army Cadet
Force and later with the Home Guard.
The funeral service took place on
Wednesday, October 27, at St. Paul’s
Church, Bedford, and was conducted by
the Reverend J. T . H. Hare, Rural Dean
of Bedford, assisted by the Reverend H.
John, m .b . e ., Vicar of Kempston. Amongst
those present were Lt.-Col. E. G.
Fanning, M.C., d .l ., representing The
Colonel of The Regiment; Lt.-Col. D.
Milman, M.C., Officer Commanding the
5th Bedfordshire Regiment (T.A.), and
Major D. T . Tewkesbury, M.B.E., Secre
tary, The Regimental Association.
Major Claude Barford was a most
loyal and consistent supporter of all Regi
mental activities. We shall sadly miss
his presence on future Regimental
occasions.
R U SS E L L .—On January 19, i960, M i.
H. F. Russell, aged 78. He served with
The Essex Regiment, Regimental No.
8339.
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HAYWOOD. — On January 20, i960, at
Chelmsford, Mr. C. J. Haywood, exC.Q.M .S. of the 5th Bn. The Essex
Regiment. He was a very active mem
ber of the Chelmsford Branch of the
5th Bn. The Essex Regiment O.C.A.
B A R R Y .— Early in i960, Mr. D. Barry,
who was an ex-R.S.M . of the 6th Bn.
The Essex Regiment.
JO H N SO N. — On February 3, i960, at
Billericay, Mr. A. E. Johnson, who
served with the 5th Bn. The Essex
Regiment.

The late M r. William Wright.

V*

«?★
The
late
M r.
Herbert
Russell

★

W R IG H T . — On February 8, i960, at
Ludlow, Salop, Mr. W. Wright, exSergeant, Regimental No. 6493. He was
an old Pompadour, who enlisted on
Ju ly 17, 1901, and took his discharge
on October 3 1, 1914.
D A Y .—On February 2, i960, at the Bed
ford General Hospital (North Wing),
Mr. F. W. Day, of 18, Huntingdon
Road, Kempston, who served in The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regi
ment. He was a P.T. Instructor and a
keen boxer.
M Y C R O FT .—On February 12, i960, the
result of a motor accident, Mr. T . M.
Mycroft, of 70, Priestleys, Farley Hill,
Luton. M r. Mycroft was a member of
the 5th Bn. The Bedfordshire Regiment
(T.A.), serving in Support Company.
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L O V E L L .—On February 22, i960, at 32,
Gifford Road, Bedford, Mr. H. S.
Lovell, who served in che 5th Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regiment (T-A.). The
Battalion sent a wreath. Mr. Lovell’s
son is a regular, serving with the
Grenadier Guards.
D A R BY. — On March 9th, i960, at
Bishops Scortford, Mr. H. Darby, who
served in the 1st Bn. The Hertfordshire
Regiment and was a member of the Old
Contemptible®.
BRO D IE.—On March 10, i960, at Tun
bridge Wells, Major L . C . Brodie, who
served with the 2nd Bn. The Essex
Regiment.
K IR B Y . — We very muoh regret to
announce the death of Mr. Reginald
Kirby, of 85, Downs Road, Dunstable,
which occurred on March 12, i960,
after a short illness.
Bom in 1895, M r. Kirby served in
the 4th Bn. The Suffolk Regiment dur
ing the First World War. Shortly after
wards he and M rs. Kirby settled in
Dunstable. During the Second World
War he was one of the first to volunteer
for the L.D .V., and later became O.C.
“ C ” Company, 6th Bedfordshire
Battalion of the Home Guard. When
the unit was disbanded Mr. Kirby
helped to form the Dunstable Home
Guard Association and acted as their
Secretary until the time of his death.
Keenly interested in shooting, he was
also Secretary of the Home Guard
Rifle Club.
The funeral service took place at the
Priory Church, Dunstable, on Wednes
day, March 16. Amongst those pre
sent were representatives of the many
organisations with which he had been
connected. The Regimental Associa
tion was represented by Capt. F. Mead,
d .c .m ., President of the Dunstable
Home Guard Association.
P E R K IN S. — On March 26, i960,
suddenly, at his home in London, Mr.
C. H. Perkins, aged 47. Mr. Perkins
joined The 16th Foot as a band boy at
the age of 15 and sailed for India four
days after his 16th birthday. He served
for i7 i years, during which time he
was wounded during the evacuation
of Dunkirk and also at Tobruk. He
maintained his interest in The Regi
ment after his discharge in 1945, and
was an active member of London
Branch. The cremation took place at
Streatham on March 3 1.
LA N E .—On April 4, i960, at Biggleswade
Hospital, M r. L . A. Lane, of 45, Ridge
Road, Kempston. M r. Lane served in
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The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment in the 1939/1945 War.

C o l o n e l B. C. H a r tley , c . b ., o . b .e .
We much regret to announce the death
of Colonel B. C. Hartley, which
occurred on April 24, i960, at the age of
81. Colonel Hartley served in The Hert
fordshire Regiment in the 1914 -19 18 War,
and after being wounded he was em
ployed at the War Office.
Born at Woodford, Essex, on March 16,
1879, he was educated at Dulwich College
and then went up to Jesus College, Cam
bridge, where he took his B.A. degree in
1904.
He was Secretary of the Army Sport
Control Board from 1918 to 1941, and
Director of the Board from 1941 to 1946.
A well-known all-round sportsman, he
played rugger for Cambridge and was
awarded his “ Blue ” for Athletics. In
addition, he was a very keen golfer.
JA M ESO N . — In April, i960, at n ,
Roden Street, Ilford, Mr. R. Jameson,
who served with 2nd Bn. The Essex
Regiment, 1912-1919. Regimental No.
I 453H A W K ES.—On May 1, 1959, in a Lon
don hospital, Capt. A. Hawkes, M.C.,
aged 64.
A volunteer private soldier of The
Hertfordshire Regiment, he went to
France in September of 1914, thus be
coming an Old Contemptible. He was
later commissioned and served in the
4th Bedfordshire Regiment under the
command of the late Lt.-Col. CollingsWells, v.C. Capt. Hawkes was wounded
in March, 1918, and was awarded the
Military Cross.
He was one of the original members of
T he Hertfordshire Regiment Lodge,
which he joined on its formation in
1923During the Second World War he
served on the staff of Prisoner-of-War
Camps and finished his service at the
end of the war at the camp at Clapham,
Bedfordshire.
We extend our sincere sympathy to his
widow, Mrs. W. Hawkes.
G IL L IG A N . — On May 5, i960, at
Wanganui, New Zealand, Mr. F. W.
Gilligan, aged 67, who served with The
Essex Regiment during the 1914-1918
War
H O D G E T T .—On May 2 1, i960, Mr. R.
F. Hodgett, who was bom in 1870, en
listed in The Essex Regiment in 1892,
and was discharged in 1908. He served
in both Battalions of The Regiment.
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EDITORIAL NOTES
The Editor :

T h e R e g im e n t a l S e c r e t a r y
Sub-Editors:
The Secretary,
The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment Association,
Kempston Barracks, Bedford.
The Secretary,
The Essex Regiment Association,
Warley Barracks, Brentwood.
1. All correspondence should be addressed
to TH E ED ITO R , TH E W ASP AN D TH E
E A G L E , R.H.Q., Warley Barracks, Brentwood,
Essex. {Tel. Brentwood 3051), or to the appro
priate Sub-Editor.
2. The Editor will be glad to receive any
contributions, such as short stories, articles,
photographs, letters, etc., from past and present
members of the Regiment.
3. All articles and notes for reproduction in
The Wasp and The Eagle should, if possible,
by typed on one side of the paper only, with
double spacing. When photographs are sub
mitted for reproduction in The Wasp and The
Eagle please state whether permission to repro
duce has been given by the owner of the copy
right of the photograph and what caption is
required.
4. A l l A r t i c l e s a n d N o t e s f o r t h e
D ecem ber N u m b er o f T h e J o u rn a l s h o u ld be
s e n t t o T h e E d ito r by n o t l a t e r th a n
N o v e m b e r i, i 960.
5. The price of The Wasp and The Eagle to
Non-Members of the Regimental Associations
is 2/6d. per copy, plus postage.
6. Our members can materially assist us in
obtaining advertisements. Remember to deal
only with firms who advertise in The Wasp and
The Eagle.
7. Members of the Regimental Associations
axe requested to notify any change of address to
the respective Secretary.
Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll.... Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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Membership is open to all serving Officers
and Other Ranks and the subscription rates a re :
Annual Subscription (Male) ... 7/6
(Boys
... 3/9
Subscriptions cover the Army Cycling Union
Handbook and thrice yearly bulletins.
Membership application forms and all other
information may be obtained from The Army
Cycling Union3 The War Office (A.S.C.B.),
Stantnore, Middlesex.

OUR CONTEMPORARIES
We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of
the following: —
The Red Hackle, T h e Chronicle of The
Black Watch, The Royal Highland Regiment.
St. George’s Gazette, a Regimental Paper for
'Fhe Fifth Fusiliers.
News Letter of T he Royal Lincolnshire
Regiment.
The Old Contemptible, The Journal of T he
Old Contemptibles’ Association.
The Light Bob Gazette, T he Regimental
Journal of The Somerset and Cornwall Light
Infantry.
The Queen’s Own Gazette, The Regimental
Journal of The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
The Robot, Journal of The Army Appren
tices’ School, Chepstow.
T he Royal Army Pay Corps Journal.
T h e Roussillon Gazette, a Journal of Th e
Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Men of Harlech, The Journal of The
Welch Regiment.
The Covenanter, The Regimental Journal of
The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles).
The Lion and The Dragon, Journal of The
K ing’s Own Border Regiment.
T he Journal of Th e Northamptonshire
Regiment.
The Waggoner, The Journal of The Royal
Army Service Corps.
Territorial, T he Magazine of The Reserve
Army.
The Wish Stream, The Journal of The Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst.

THE ARMY CYCLING UNION
The Army Cycling Union are anxious to bring
their existence and activities to the notice of
All Ranks of the Army. Cycling activities in
each Home Command and in B.A.O.R. are
organised by an officer who represents the Com
mand on the Army Cycling Union General
Committee.

• It would greatly help the Secretaries
of the respective Associations if
subscribers would notify changes of
address at the earliest moment, so that
records can be kept up-to-date.
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" A thing of beauty is a joy for ever ”

WEAR A DISTINCTIVE

BLAZER j
BADGE
Made entirely BY H A N D in our w ork
rooms, to the approved Regimental design,
in finest quality gold and silver wire and silks
to last you for years. W e supply on ••neutral”
(dark navy/black) cloth, or on your own
detached pocket. Blazers must not be sent.
Prlccs are ms follow* i—
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W e can also supply your Regimental TIE
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Help your old Comrades

. . . in the L o rd Roberts Workshops

These disabled men, who have been taught skilled
and trades, have responded so successfully that
they now produce articles of a very high quality.
The Workshops are listed as contractors to Her
Majesty’s Office of Works. Ministry of Supply, London
County and other County Councils, and in n a a f i
clubs, centres and canteens throughout the world you
will see furniture made by them.

crafts

for the HOME, the following are made and can be
obtained at reasonable prices:

Wood Bedsteads, Bedding, Diraii*, Spring Interior Mattresses,
Chairs mod Tab)**, Housetold Broshes, B aikrtvirt of all
desenpnoas iachidiaK Wheelbarrows, Table M att, Trmys mad
other lacquered goods, plain and decorated.
In precision Woodwork for the Mess, Club.
Canteen or Factory, where requirements
•re for quantities, you cannot do better
than first ask for drawings and quota
tions to your specifications from :
THE FORCES HELP SOCIETY A
LORD ROBERTS
WORKSHOPS

122 Brompton Rd.
London, S. W.3
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Dress Wear Specialists
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Over a C e n tu ry of Service...
1853-1959
IN PRINT
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition
to uphold, at the same time, again like the
Services, taking advantage o f scientific progress
in this age of mechanisation; yet maintaining,
through a special department, a personal and
helpful link with Service F.ditiors, whom we are
ever willing to advise and assist in the production
of their journals.
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